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Space Ninjas vs. Pirate Squirrels 
Israel Demands a King 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is all-knowing, so I can go to Him for wisdom. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 8–10 

KEY VERSE: “If any of you needs wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it 
to you. God gives freely to everyone. He doesn’t find fault.” 
James 1:5 (NIrV) 

 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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Confession time. As I sat down to write this, I had few thoughts on where to start. I breathed a 

quick prayer asking for the Lord’s help, and instantly began jotting down some sentences. Within a 
moment or two, I realized the mistake I had just made. I asked God for wisdom, but didn’t even pause to 
listen for it! This conviction stopped me in my tracks.  
 How often do we do this? We offer up a quick prayer for wisdom, almost like a good luck charm, 
and then continue making our own decisions. What kind of space do we leave in our lives—in our 
decision making—for God and His wisdom to step in and fill? In other words, where is God’s wisdom 
making a difference in our lives?  
 If we are striving to live in God’s will, we must seek out God’s wisdom. This seems so simple! In 
fact, God openly declares that if we ask Him for wisdom, He will give it to us. James 1:5 couldn’t be 
clearer: “If any of you needs wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it to you.” God isn’t withholding wisdom, 
so why do we often feel lost or unsure of what to do next?  
 In her profound book, “Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership,” Ruth Haley Barton pulls from 
the life of Moses, showing how this godly leader prioritized solitude with the Lord. Why, you ask? Moses 
knew that it was his solitude with God that gave him the space to hear God’s wisdom and let it saturate 
his decision making and leadership. We need to pull from his example, for, as Barton writes, “We slide 
inexorably into a way of life that offers little or no opportunity for paying attention and then wonder why we 
are not hearing from God when we need God most.” 
  In our passage for this week, 1 Samuel 8–10, Samuel is faced with a confusing and volatile 
situation as Israel demands a king and rejects God’s leadership in the process. Samuel didn’t make the 
mistake that I so often do—quickly praying that God would reveal His will and then filling his thoughts with 
his own plans and strategies. No, Samuel went to God and received God’s wisdom. Then, and only then, 
did Samuel act. He was able to do everything God requested of him because he freed himself up to 
receive God’s wisdom.  
 As you prepare for this weekend, think about the space you have put in your life for hearing the 
wisdom of God. We must be intentional about seeking God’s wisdom. It probably won’t just come to us! 
So ask yourself this: What do you want God’s wisdom for? Then, ask yourself the even harder question: 
Are you pausing long enough to actually receive it? 
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
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Being a Part of a Kid’s Pit Crew 
 
Life can be rough sometimes. We all get our fair share of bumps and bruises along the way, but wouldn’t 
it be nice if life had a pit stop that you could pull into so you could get 4 new tires and a tank of gas? As 
rough as we think we have it, kids have it just as bad (and sometimes worse). And for a lot of them, their 
time with you at church is the closest thing they’ll get to a pit stop. Every week they do a lap around life’s 
track, enduring emotional and spiritual bumps and bruises, before they come screeching into your 
presence. This is your chance to bang out some dents and refuel those kids for another lap. One of the 
best ways to do that is with words of encouragement. Don’t know what to say? Start with this: 

Call out the truth in them. How often do you notice or think something positive about someone, but fail 
to share it with them? If all you did was to give voice to the wonderful things you notice or think about the 
kids in your group, you would light up their week. More than that, you’ll be helping them to form a positive 
identity that will stick with them for life!  

I’m glad to see you. If kids know that their presence brings joy to people, they’ll want to come back over 
and over again. A simple “I’m glad to see you” reinforces that they’re someone worth knowing. 

I missed you last time. If one of the kids in your group was gone the last time you served, let them know 
you noticed. This will help your kids realize they’re an integral part of the community. 

Great answer! I like how you think! Unfortunately, kids are far more prone to hearing someone tell them 
they’re “dumb” than they are to having someone call out their brilliance. When you bring positive attention 
to a kid’s answer and thought process, it encourages them participate all the more in the future. Positive 
reinforcement helps to produce great thinkers. 

Develop an arsenal of encouragement. Have some “go to” words of encouragement that will brighten 
your kids’ day. Like these: God thinks you’re awesome! Way to go! You’re a really cool kid! Great idea! 
You’re the best! That was awesome! Nice try! You’re a lot of fun! You make me smile! I can’t wait to see 
you again! 
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It’s the distant future, the year 3,000, and the universe has run low on its most precious resource—
cheese. During the “Space Ninjas vs. Pirate Squirrels” series, small groups will be placed onto one of two 
teams and will battle each other for one of these last few blocks of delicious goodness. In order to win the 
coveted wheel of cheese, though, kids will have to exhibit team energy, team spirit, and compete in the 
“Battle for the Cheese” team trivia competition.  
 
TEAM SPIRIT CHALLENGE—TEAM HANDSHAKE 
Directions: For this challenge, have your kids work together within their small group to create a special 
team handshake that goes along with their team. Encourage everyone to play a part in the creation of the 
handshake. When finished, practice it a few times to be sure your group remembers it. During the large 
group time, have your group perform their handshake whenever they score points. If time remains, ask 
the following questions: 
 
Question: What do you think it means to be wise? Who is the wisest person you know? 
 
Question: When you don’t know the answer to something or need help figuring something out, what do 
you do? 
 
  
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of that story? Why? 
2. How did God know everything that was going to happen to Saul? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God?  
2. Why do you think the Israelites wanted a king so badly, even though God warned them it was a 

bad idea?  
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BATTLE FOR THE CHEESE 
Directions: During the large group lesson, there will be numerous opportunities for kids to earn points for 
their team. One of those opportunities will come during the “Battle for the Cheese” trivia competition 
where kids will be asked a series of multiple-choice questions about the story they just heard. Be sure 
that your small group is seated close to you during the large group lesson. Once the question has been 
asked, kids will have a short time to tell you, the small group leader, what they think the answer is—A, B, 
C, or D. You will then hold up the card that corresponds with their answer. If your group’s answer is 
correct, you will earn a point for your team.  
 
 

  
 
PIN THE TAIL ON SAUL’S DONKEY (Application Activity) 
Say: In our story for today, Samuel asked God for wisdom when he was in a tricky situation. God gives us 
wisdom when we ask for it! When we are in tough situations, we might have a lot of different ideas of 
what we should do. How do we know which of those ideas is wisdom from God? Well, the first thing we 
need to ask ourselves is if we can think of a Bible verse that gives us the answer. The Bible is God’s 
Word to us! It is full of wisdom! Next, we need to decide if following that advice is something that Jesus 
might do. Remember, Jesus is our example of how to live. We can also go to other Christians and ask for 
their opinion. We’re going to play a game right now that will help us to think through God’s wisdom. 
 
Directions: Tape the donkey picture to a wall near your group. Have the kids in your group sit in a circle 
close to the donkey picture. Choose one kid to blindfold. Place him about 5 feet from the picture, spin him 
around several times and face him toward the donkey. Hand him the donkey tail with tape on it and allow 
him to walk forward, attempting to attach the tail to the donkey. The donkey picture is divided into four 
numbered sections. Depending on which section the kid attaches the tail to, ask one of the corresponding 
questions below. Have the kid take the blindfold off, sit down, and answer the question. When finished, 
choose another kid to go. Continue until everyone has had a turn.  
 

1. Are there some people in your life who God could use to give you wisdom or to help you make 
good choices? Who are they? Why do you think they can give you wisdom? 

2. Do you have a situation right now that you could use God’s wisdom for? What is it? 
3. Has God ever given you wisdom in the past? What kind of wisdom was it? 
4. If we were to ask your parents, would they say you make wise choices or unwise choices? Why 

would they say that? 
 

Miss the target: Have you ever made a really unwise choice? What did you learn from that situation? 
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OVER UNDER (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

Younger Kids: “If any of you needs wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it to you.”  
James 1:5 

 
Older Kids:  “If any of you needs wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it to you. God 

gives freely to everyone. He doesn’t find fault.” James 1:5 
 
Next, split your group into 2 equal-sized teams. (If the teams are uneven, consider having the first kid 
from the smaller team go twice.) Have the kids line up front to back with their team. Give the first kid in 
each line a beach ball. When you say, “ready, set, go,” prompt the first kid in each line to quickly recite 
the verse. Upon completion, they’ll pass the beach ball over their head to the kid behind them. That kid 
will then pass the beach ball through their legs to the kid behind them. Alternate this “over-under” method 
until the last kid in line has the beach ball. That kid will then race to the front of the line, recite the verse, 
and begin passing the ball all over again. The first team to have every kid recite the verse and pass the 
ball through the line is the winner. If time permits, play multiple rounds. 
 
Question: Have any of you asked God for wisdom before? What happened?  
 
Question: Why is God the best place to go for wisdom? 
 
 
PRAYER BOOKMARK (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a strip of duct tape 8–10 inches long. Tell them to fold it over so 
that the non-sticky side is on the outside. When finished, it should look something like a book mark. On 
one side of the bookmark, tell your kids to write the Bible verse from Proverbs 3:13, “Blessed is the one 
who finds wisdom. Blessed is the one who gains understanding.” 
 
On the opposite side of the bookmark, tell the kids to write their name along with a prayer request. For 
younger kids, be ready to help them sum up their prayer request into a few easy-to-write words. Next, 
allow the kids to share their prayer request with the group. When everyone has finished sharing, tell the 
kids to pass their bookmark to the kid on their right. Encourage the kids to take their new bookmark home 
and to pray for that kid whenever they use the bookmark throughout the week. If time permits, allow the 
kids to decorate their new bookmark with markers. (Ink pens or permanent markers work best on duct 
tape.) 
 
In the end, lead the kids in a closing prayer. Allow them to pray for the things that were just shared. 
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
Battle for the Cheese A, B, C, D signs 1 set per group See Resource Folder. 

Print each letter on 8½ x 
11 cardstock. 

Pin the Tail on Saul’s 
Donkey 

Donkey body 1 per group See Resource Folder. 
Print on 11x17 paper. 

 Donkey tail 1 per group See Resource Folder. 
Print on 8½ x 11 
cardstock. Cut out and 
put a piece of tape on 
the end so it will stick to 
the Donkey poster. 

 Tape 1 small roll per 
group 

Use to attach the tail to 
the donkey poster. 

 Blindfold 1 per group  

Over Under Bible verse sign 1 per group See Resource Folder. 
Print on 8½ x 11 
cardstock. 

 Beach ball 2 per group Or similar 
Prayer Bookmark Duct tape 8–10 inches 

per child 
Either plain duct tape or 
the designer kind. 

 Pens or Sharpie Markers  1 per child Used to write on duct 
tape. 

 Scissors 1 pair per 
group 

Used to cut duct tape. 

 

 


