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Space Ninja vs. Pirate Squirrels 
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Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God’s way is perfect, so I can find peace in Him. 

BIBLE BASIS: Judges 3–21 

KEY VERSE: “God’s way is perfect. The word of the LORD doesn’t have 
any flaws. He is like a shield to all who go to him for 
safety.” Psalm 18:30 (NIrV)  

 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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In the last 5 chapters of the book of Judges, there’s a repeated phrase that appropriately sums up the entire 
book. Judges 17:6 is the first place you’ll find it. It says, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as 
they saw fit.” (NIV) The book of Judges is a great place to see what happens when there’s no civic or moral 
authority and everyone makes up their own rules. So is the cul-de-sac in front of my house.  

Our neighborhood is crawling with kids and during the late spring and summer months, most of 
them can be found just outside of my house playing kickball in the street. It’s an idyllic neighborhood scene 
and I love that my kids get to be a part of it. On most days, though, it’s also a disaster waiting to happen. 
It’s not unusual at all to see one of the kids (including my own) storming off the asphalt playing field toward 
their house crying and screaming “that’s not fair.” The problem is that they’re all about the same age and 
no one seems to be in charge. There are as many sets of rules as there are players on the field and they 
all serve as their own umpire. Not surprisingly, each of their rules and most of their calls work in favor of 
themselves. In other words, there is no king and everyone does as they see fit.  

This formula has always been a recipe for disaster. It didn’t work for the Israelites, it doesn’t work 
for the kids on my street, and it doesn’t work for the rest of us either. As Christ followers we acknowledge 
that God is our King and the moral authority of our life. But how often do we claim that seat of authority for 
ourselves by creating our own set of rules or serving as our own umpire? How often do we, like the 
Israelites, whether consciously or not, decide that our way is better? It’s easy to brush that question off as 
something for “lesser” Christians to wrestle with, but the truth is that we all have areas of our life that don’t 
exactly line up with God’s way of doing things.  

It’s interesting that the level of peace the Israelites experienced in the book of Judges was directly 
linked to their willingness and ability to do things God’s way. The same still applies to us today. How much 
more peace would you and I experience in our lives if we were to make God’s way the only way?  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and Creator 
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Being a Part of a Kid’s Pit Crew 
 
Life can be rough sometimes. We all get our fair share of bumps and bruises along the way, but wouldn’t 
it be nice if life had a pit stop that you could pull into so you could get 4 new tires and a tank of gas? As 
rough as we think we have it, kids have it just as bad (and sometimes worse). And for a lot of them, their 
time with you at church is the closest thing they’ll get to a pit stop. Every week they do a lap around life’s 
track, enduring emotional and spiritual bumps and bruises, before they come screeching into your 
presence. This is your chance to bang out some dents and refuel those kids for another lap. One of the 
best ways to do that is with words of encouragement. Don’t know what to say? Start with this: 

Call out the truth in them. How often do you notice or think something positive about someone, but fail 
to share it with them? If all you did was to give voice to the wonderful things you notice or think about the 
kids in your group, you would light up their week. More than that, you’ll be helping them to form a positive 
identity that will stick with them for life!  

I’m glad to see you. If kids know that their presence brings joy to people, they’ll want to come back over 
and over again. A simple “I’m glad to see you” reinforces that they’re someone worth knowing. 

I missed you last time. If one of the kids in your group was gone the last time you served, let them know 
you noticed. This will help your kids realize they’re an integral part of the community. 

Great answer! I like how you think! Unfortunately, kids are far more prone to hearing someone tell them 
they’re “dumb” than they are to have someone call out their brilliance. When you bring positive attention 
to a kid’s answer and thought process, it encourages them to participate all the more in the future. 
Positive reinforcement helps to produce great thinkers. 

Develop an arsenal of encouragement. Have some “go to” words of encouragement that will brighten 
your kids’ day. Like these: God thinks you’re awesome! Way to go! You’re a really cool kid! Great idea! 
You’re the best! That was awesome! Nice try! You’re a lot of fun! You make me smile! I can’t wait to see 
you again! 
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It’s the distant future, the year 3,000, and the universe has run low on its most precious resource—
cheese. During the “Space Ninjas vs. Pirate Squirrels” series, small groups will be placed onto one of two 
teams and will battle each other for one of these last few blocks of delicious goodness. In order to win the 
coveted wheel of cheese, though, kids will have to exhibit team energy, team spirit, and compete in the 
“Battle for the Cheese” team trivia competition. To succeed in the “Battle for the Cheese,” kids will have to 
pay close attention to our Bible story and lesson to answer questions and earn points.  
 
TEAM SPIRIT CHALLENGE—TEAM MASCOT 
Directions: Every team needs a mascot! For this challenge, kids will work together within their small 
group to dress you (the small group leader) up to look like either a Space Ninja or Pirate Squirrel using 
rolls of toilet paper. Allow your group to use their imagination. If they struggle for ideas, though, you may 
want to recommend they create a ninja mask, sash, belt, etc. for the Space Ninja or an eye patch, 
bandana, boots, tail, etc. for the Pirate Squirrel. Be ready to strut your stuff as you wear your new look to 
the large group lesson. If your group finishes early, ask them the following questions: 
 
Question: If you were the boss of everything, how do you think your life would be different? 
 
Question: Can you think of some times when you would rather do things your own way than the way God 
wants you to do them? 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
  
 

 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of that story? Why? 
2. Why do you think the Israelites kept forgetting about God and wandering away from Him? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. Why do you think the Israelites kept forgetting about God and wandering away from Him?  
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BATTLE FOR THE CHEESE 
Directions: During the large group lesson, there will be numerous opportunities for kids to earn points for 
their team. One of those opportunities will come during the “Battle for the Cheese” trivia competition 
where kids will be asked a series of multiple-choice questions about the story they just heard. Be sure 
that your small group is seated close to you during the large group lesson. Once the question has been 
asked, kids will have a short time to tell you, the small group leader, what they think the answer is—A, B, 
C, or D. You will then hold up the card that corresponds with their answer. If your group’s answer is 
correct, you will earn a point for your team.  
 
 

  
 
DOING THINGS GOD’S WAY (Application Activity) 
During the large group program, kids will learn that God’s way is perfect, so we can find peace in Him. 
They’ll hear about how the Israelites were stuck in a cycle of following God and then turning away from 
Him. When the Israelites did things their own way, they got into trouble, but when they did things God’s 
way, they lived in peace. The object for today’s small group lesson is to help kids wrestle with what it 
looks like to live in peace.  
 
Say: Today we learned that when we don’t follow God it leads to trouble, but when we do follow God it 
leads to peace. We’re going to do an activity right now that will help us to think through what that looks 
like in our own lives.  
 
Directions: Lay two piles of cards in the center of the circle. One pile will have various situations that a 
kid might encounter. The other pile will have cards that say either “God’s way” or “Not God’s way.” Have 
the kids in your group take turns flipping over one card from the top of each pile. If, for example, the 
situation card says, “Your little brother sneaks into your room and takes your favorite video game without 
asking” and the other card says, “God’s way,” then have your group talk about what God would have 
them do in that situation. Follow up by asking how that action would help create peace in their life. If, on 
the other hand, a “Not God’s way” card is flipped over, have your group talk about the wrong way to deal 
with that situation. Follow up by asking how that action would destroy peace and cause trouble. Continue 
until all of the cards have been flipped over. If time remains, ask the following question: 
 
Question: What is one thing you need to stop doing this coming week because it’s not God’s way? 
 
 
ATTACK OF THE CHARADERS FROM OUTER SPACE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids. 
Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“God’s way is perfect. The word of the LORD doesn’t have any flaws. He is like a shield to 
all who go to him for safety.” Psalm 18:30 (NIrV) 

 
Tell your group they need to come up with silent charades that go along with the Bible verse. When 
finished, have your group practice the silent motions together, but with one catch. Tell them to perform 
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the motions as if they were floating in space. When finished, have your group take a seat and recite the 
verse from memory aloud. Alternate between doing the silent, zero-gravity space motions and reciting the 
verse from memory until your group has successfully memorized the verse. 
 
Question: Why do you think it’s so hard to do things God’s way sometimes? 
 
Question: How do you think your life would be different if you did things God’s way more often? 
 
 
BEACH BALL PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Have the kids in your group sit in a circle. Tell the kids to pay attention to all of the prayer 
requests, but especially to the request of the kid who they throw the ball to. Begin by throwing the beach 
ball to a kid across the circle from you. When the kid catches the ball, have them look to see what color 
their right thumb is touching. Depending on the color, encourage the kid to share one of the following: 
 
Yellow: What are you thankful to God for? 
Red: What is something you are sorry for?  
Blue: Does someone you know need prayer? What for? 
White: What is something you need God’s help with? 
Other: What is a reason you can praise God? 
 
When the first kid is finished sharing, have them toss the ball to another kid across the circle and repeat. 
Continue until everyone has had a chance to share. Encourage the kids to remember the requests of the 
kid they threw the ball to and to pray for them throughout the week. Finally, open the kids in prayer. Allow 
anyone who would like to pray for themselves or someone else in the group to do so. 
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Activity:     What you need:   Amount:    Note: 
Team Spirit Challenge—Mascot Rolls of toilet paper 2 per group  

Battle for the Cheese A, B, C, D signs 1 set per 
group 

See Resource 
Folder. Print each 
letter on 8½ x 11 
cardstock. 

Doing Things God’s Way Situation Cards 1 set per 
group 

See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock. Cut 
apart. 

 “God’s Way/Not God’s 
Way” Cards 

1 set per 
group 

See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock. Cut 
apart. 

Attack of the Charaders From 
Outer Space 

Bible verse sign 1 per group See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock. 

Beach Ball Prayers Beach ball 1 per group Needs to be 
multicolored.  

 


