
Unit 3: God’s Rescue Plan

SESSION 1: God Made a Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 12–20

SESSION 2: Melchizedek Blessed Abraham
Genesis 14; Hebrews 5; 7

SESSION 3: God Provided Isaac
Genesis 21–22

SESSION 4: God Changed Jacob
Genesis 25–33

SESSION 5: God Had a Plan for Joseph
Genesis 37–50

SESSION 6: God Controls Everything
Job

Unit Description: God’s solution for sin, which He promised in Eden, became clearer 
when God made a covenant with Abraham. God promised to bring the Rescuer through 
Abraham’s family. This family was far from perfect and endured great adversity, but 
through it all, God remained faithful, revealing that nothing could stop His plan.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Who makes everything happen? God makes everything happen.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything.
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GOD PROVIDED ISAAC
G E N E S I S  2 1 – 2 2

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Abraham loved God. He was willing to give up his son Isaac, but God provided 
a ram. God loves us. He gave His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Who makes everything happen? God makes everything happen.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
The Lord is great. Psalm 135:5
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
It’s been said that when a word or phrase is 
repeated in the Bible, we ought to pay close 
attention. In Genesis 22, Abraham repeated 
one phrase three times: “Here I am.” 

Abraham first used “Here I am” on 
his journey when God called his name. 
Abraham’s eager response to God shows that 
he was ready and expectant to hear from 
God. 

Abraham then used this phrase in 
response to his son, Isaac. On the journey to 
the place of sacrifice, Isaac called out to his 
father and Abraham responded, “Here I am.” 
Even though Abraham was surely wrestling 
with what God had commanded him to do, he 
was eager to hear from his son and help him 
understand what God was doing.

Third, Abraham responded to the angel 
of the Lord: “Here I am.” The angel called 
Abraham’s name twice as he was about to 
sacrifice his son in obedience to God. Even 
in a tense and emotional moment, Abraham 
was sensitive to the Lord and eager to hear 
from him.

Abraham’s use of this phrase clearly shows 
his open-handed readiness to serve. Abraham 
responded to the Lord, to his son, and to 
the angel from his humble heart and willing 
spirit. Instead of shutting down and stopping 
his ears to God because of the incredibly 

challenging task God had put before him, 
Abraham remained steadfast in His openness 
to the Lord.

God desires that we always be ready for 
however He may intend to use us for His 
glory and our good. It may be as we drive 
along in the car, as we hurry through a long 
list of tasks at work, or in the stillness of 
a quiet moment with the Lord early in the 
morning. It also may come in the intensity of 
grieving the loss of a loved one, navigating 
conflict in the body of Christ, or as we gather 
with others to worship. Whenever we sense 
the leading of the Spirit of God, may we 
take a posture similar to Abraham, always 
willingly to say, “Here I 
am.”

 

TERMS TO KNOW

Sacrifice: What the 
worshiper brings to 
God to express love, 
thanksgiving, or the 
need for forgiveness. 
Jesus’ death provided 
the sacrifice to remove 
sin. Christians are 
instructed to sacrifice, 
or give up their own 
desires, to follow Jesus.

God Provided Isaac
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag. 

WELCOME

Feel wool
  F basket
  F items made from 
wool possibly 
from a sweater, 
socks, blanket, 
or ball of yarn

  F satin or cotton 
fabric items 
(optional) 

  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

LEARN

Review the Bible story 
connection

  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

Learn and practice 
the key passage 
phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

LOVE

Craft a ram
  F “Ram Outline” 
printable, 1 per 
child

  F cotton balls
  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

Examine items from 
the Bible story

  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

  F short thin sticks
  F rocks
  F ram’s horn 
  F wool items 
used in “Feel 
wool” activity 
(optional)

  F nonbreakable 
magnifying 
glasses

LIVE

Look at family 
albums

  F family albums 
or class album 
made with 
children’s family 
pictures

  F basket

Hop and jump
  Fmasking tape

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 1 
per child

BONUS 

Carry sticks
  F  small thin 
sticks, 1 per 
child

Build with people 
figures

  F people figures
  F cardboard 
or plastic 
interlocking 
blocks (optional)

Make logs
  F large craft sticks
  F brown 
construction 
paper

  F ziplock bags
  F permanent 
marker

  F container 
(optional)

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversation as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME
Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

FEEL WOOL  

Place a piece of wool fabric in a basket. Greet each preschooler at the classroom door as he 
enters. Encourage him to touch the piece of wool. Ask him to tell you how the fabric feels. 
Consider having another fabric material such as satin or cotton in the basket, too. Then, ask 
him to feel the other fabrics and talk about ways they feel the same or different. Show the big 
picture question poster and talk about the big picture question and answer.  

SAY   Welcome. I am glad you are here in class today. You felt a piece of wool. Wool can be used 
to make clothes. We can get wool from a ram. A ram is a type of sheep. In today’s Bible story, we 
will learn that God provided a ram for Abraham to give to God. God knew Abraham loved Him most 
of all, so He provided the ram for Abraham to give as an offering.  

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
BUILD AN ALTAR
Ask each preschooler to bring a block with her to group time. Guide the preschoolers to build 
a pretend altar with blocks. 

SAY   We worked together to build a pretend altar with our blocks. An altar is a place where 
people would give an offering to God. In our Bible story today, we will learn about a time Abraham 
built an altar to worship God. Let’s listen to the Bible story to learn more about Abraham’s offering 
to God.  

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Genesis 21. Tell the Bible story using the provided story below. 

GOD PROVIDED ISAAC
SAY   Abraham and Sarah were very old when God kept His promise to give them a son. They 
named their boy Isaac.

One day, God told Abraham to do something that sounded strange. God told Abraham to take Isaac 
to a mountain and give him to God as an offering. Abraham loved Isaac very much, but he trusted 
God. So Abraham obeyed.

Abraham, Isaac, and two helpers walked to the mountain. Then Abraham and Isaac went up the 
mountain by themselves.

“Where is the lamb to give to God?” Isaac asked. 

Abraham said, “God will give us a lamb.”

Abraham built an altar and got ready to give Isaac to God. A voice called from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, stop.” God could see that Abraham loved God most of all. Abraham looked up and saw a 
ram in the bushes. God had sent a ram for Abraham to give instead of Isaac.   

Christ Connection: Abraham loved God. He was willing to give up his son Isaac, but God provided a 
ram. God loves us. He gave His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin.

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY CONNECTION
Lay the Bible story picture poster on the floor so all the children can see it. Point and identify 
Abraham, Isaac, and the ram on the Bible story picture poster. Lead the children to say 
the person or animal as a group as you point to it in the picture. Ask the children simple 
questions with the answer being Abraham, Isaac, or the ram. Instruct the preschoolers to 
point to Abraham, Isaac or the ram in the picture to answer the question. 

SAY   Abraham loved his son Isaac. God knew Abraham loved Him most of all. He was willing 
to give up his son Isaac, but God provided a ram. God loves us. He gave His Son, Jesus, to save the 
world from sin.   

SING A SONG
Sing the song to the familiar tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It.”

“ I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times) 
Yes, I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times) 
Yes, I know the Lord is great. Yes, I know the Lord is great. 
Yes, I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times)”

*Repeat with different motions such as stomp my feet, wave my hands, shout Amen.

LEARN AND PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE
Place the key passage phrase marker in the Bible. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key 
passage phrase at Psalm 135:5. Point to each word as you read it out loud. Have the children 
repeat each word after you while you point to the words. Encourage the preschoolers to 
whisper the key passage phrase to a friend.

SAY   Abraham knew the Lord is great. Abraham loved God most of all. God provided a ram for an 
offering. We can know the Lord is great, too.   

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for His Son Jesus Christ who loves us very much. Praise God that 
preschoolers can worship God together at church. Guide preschoolers to understand that 
God is great and provides for us. Ask for volunteers to pray aloud, but do not force the 
preschoolers to pray aloud.
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

MAKE A LIST  
Place paper and washable markers on the table. Invite preschoolers to join you at the table to 
make a list of items. As the children gather, talk about taking a pretend hike on a mountain. 
Explain to the preschoolers a hike can be a long walk. Some people may hike up and down a 
mountain. Many times, people pack items to take with them on a hike. Ask preschoolers what 
items they would like to take on a hike. Write the item name and draw a simple picture next 
to the word to help preschoolers identify the item. Give suggestions such as water and food 
as needed. 

SAY   We made a list of items we would like to take on a hike. Have you ever been on a long walk? 
Abraham, Isaac, and two helpers walked to the mountain. Then, Abraham and Isaac went up the 
mountain by themselves. God provided a ram for Abraham to give as an offering to God.  

CRAFT A RAM
Print the “Ram Outline” printable for each preschooler. Place other supplies on the table. 
Suggest preschoolers color their pictures, including the ram’s horns and legs. Lead them to 
attach cotton balls with glue or a glue stick to the ram’s body. Ask the children where they 
would like you to write the key passage phrase on their papers. Encourage the children to try 
and write their names on their papers or ask where they would like you to write their names. 
Show the key passage phrase poster to the children.

SAY   The cotton balls you put on your ram picture are soft and white. Wool from a ram is soft 
and white, too. God provided a ram for Abraham to give to God. Abraham loved God and knew 
that He was great. Our key passage phrase reminds us that God is great. How did Abraham trust 
God?  

EXAMINE ITEMS FROM THE BIBLE STORY 
Post an allergy alert. Gather a collection of short and thin sticks, rocks, and a ram’s horn. 
Consider including the wool items used in the “Feel wool” welcome activity. Lay these items 
on a table with nonbreakable magnifying glasses, your Bible, and the Bible story picture 
poster. Open the Bible to Genesis 21. Explain to the preschoolers how to look through the 
magnifying glasses to examine the items. Show the Bible story picture and tell the Bible story. 

SAY   These are sticks and rocks. People can use rocks and sticks to build an altar. What do you 
see when you look through a magnifying glass? God made the sticks and rocks. Abraham built an 
altar. Abraham loved God. He was willing to give up his son Isaac, but God provided a ram for Him to 
give instead. God loves us. He gave His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin.  

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

© 2021 Lifeway



God Provided Isaac | 103

LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

LOOK AT FAMILY ALBUMS 
Gather a couple of family albums and place them in a basket on the floor. If possible, prior 
to class, notify parents of the activity and ask them to bring or send you a family picture. 
Compile the pictures in a photo album. An alternate idea is to glue the pictures on paper, 
punching holes in the paper and tying ribbon through the holes to secure the pages together. 
Invite the preschoolers to look through the albums. Talk about the different family members 
in the pictures. Be sensitive to preschoolers’ family situations.

SAY   God gives us families. Abraham had a family. Sarah was his wife. God promised them He 
would give them a son. Isaac was his son. Abraham loved Isaac very much. But Abraham loved God 
most of all. What do you love most about your family?  

HOP AND JUMP  
Make a classic hopscotch grid on the floor with masking tape. Explain to preschoolers that 
in Ecuador, this game is called La Rayuela (righ yoo ay luh). Show preschoolers how to jump 
through the grid, with one foot, then with two feet. Invite them to take turns hopping through 
the squares. When each child has had a turn, invite preschoolers to sit around the grid. Ask 
preschoolers to talk about their favorite games they like to play.

SAY   This is a popular game for children to play in Ecuador. If you go to Ecuador, you might 
also play soccer or a game called trompo that is played with a spinning wooden top. If people from 
Ecuador come to our community, what will you tell them are your favorite games? Children all 
over the world have a lot in common, even when they grow up in different places. People all over 
the world need to know that God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their lives. Let’s pray for 
children in other countries to hear about Jesus. How do you think we can pray for children in other 
countries?  

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, continue 
talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection. 

SAY   Abraham loved God. He was willing to give up his son Isaac, but God provided a 
ram. God loves us. He gave His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin.  

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

CARRY STICKS
Place small thin sticks around the room. Guide the preschoolers to find a stick and carry it 
with them carefully to group time. Tell the preschoolers that in today’s Bible story, sticks and 
logs can be used to make an altar.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open the Bible to Genesis 21. Use the summarized points below to talk about the Bible story.

GOD PROVIDED ISAAC
• Abraham and Sarah were very old when God kept His promise to give them a son. They named their 
boy Isaac.

• God told Abraham to take Isaac to a mountain and give him to God as an offering. Abraham loved Isaac 
very much, but he trusted God. So Abraham obeyed.

• Abraham and Isaac went up the mountain by themselves.

• “Where is the lamb to give to God?” Isaac asked. Abraham said, “God will give us a lamb.”

• Abraham built an altar. God could see that Abraham loved God most of all. Abraham looked up and saw 
a ram in the bushes. God had sent a ram to give God instead of Isaac.

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It.”

“ I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times) 
Yes, I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times) 
Yes, I know the Lord is great. Yes, I know the Lord is great. 
Yes, I know the Lord is great, I *clap my hands. (clap hands two times)”

*Repeat with different motions such as stomp my feet, wave my hands, shout Amen.

SAY THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Open your Bible to Psalm 135:5. Say the key passage phrase. Guide preschoolers to form 
their hands in a circle and place them around their mouth to make a pretend horn. Lead the 
preschoolers to say the key passage phrase.

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for providing a ram for Abraham to give as an offering to God. Thank God 
for providing Jesus Christ. Praise God for loving His children.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

WALK IN NATURE  
Follow your churches safety and security procedures for taking a walk outside. Consider 
having the children use a line rope or hold hands for the nature walk. Ask the preschoolers 
to look for leaves, twigs, rocks, and grass. While walking outside, talk about activities people 
may do together outdoors. When you return to the classroom, take time to talk about items 
seen on the walk. If you are unable to take a nature walk outdoors, talk about different items 
you would see if you went on a nature walk, possibly bringing in items such as leaves, twigs, 
rocks, and grass. 

SAY   God made a promise to Abraham and Sarah that He would give them a son. God kept His 
promise. They named their son Isaac. Abraham loved Isaac very much. But he loved God most of all. 
One day, Abraham and Isaac walked up a mountain together. Have you ever walked up a mountain? 
What do you think they saw on their walk up the mountain? Abraham built an altar and when he 
looked up, he saw a ram in the bushes. God sent a ram for Abraham to give God.  

BUILD WITH PEOPLE FIGURES 
Set out people figures and wooden, cardboard, or plastic interlocking blocks on the floor. 
Suggest preschoolers build a place where families might go together, such as a playground 
or church building. Suggest they use the people figures with the blocks to show how they can 
love their families. Talk about families. Suggest they tell you how they know their family loves 
them. Be sensitive to children’s family situations.

SAY   We can use people figures to build. I see a family. God gives us families. Abraham had a son 
named Isaac. He loved him very much. Abraham loved God most of all and obeyed Him. God loved 
Abraham and God loves you. How can we show God we love Him? How can we obey God? 

MAKE LOGS
Tear brown construction paper into ½-inch pieces. Place the torn pieces of paper in a 
container next to the other supplies on the table. Suggest preschoolers glue the torn pieces of 
paper on the craft sticks to resemble logs. Guide them to place a dot of glue on the craft stick 
and then place the paper on the glue. Some preschoolers may want to make several log craft 
sticks. Place the log craft sticks in ziplock bags when finished and write each child’s name on 
his bag with a permanent marker.

SAY   You are creating logs and sticks. People used logs and sticks when they made an altar. 
Abraham built an altar. God could see that Abraham loved God most of all. Abraham looked up and 
saw a ram in the bushes. God provided a ram to give to God.  

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. 
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