
Unit 3: God’s Rescue Plan

SESSION 1: God Made a Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 12–20

SESSION 2: Melchizedek Blessed Abraham
Genesis 14; Hebrews 5; 7

SESSION 3: God Provided Isaac
Genesis 21–22

SESSION 4: God Changed Jacob
Genesis 25–33

SESSION 5: God Had a Plan for Joseph
Genesis 37–50

SESSION 6: God Controls Everything
Job

Unit Description: God’s solution for sin, which He promised in Eden, became clearer 
when God made a covenant with Abraham. God promised to bring the Rescuer through 
Abraham’s family. This family was far from perfect and endured great adversity, but 
through it all, God remained faithful, revealing that nothing could stop His plan.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Who makes everything happen? God makes everything happen.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything.
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GOD CONTROLS EVERYTHING
J O B

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
The story of Job reminds us of Jesus. Jesus is the only person who never 
sinned, but He suffered to take the punishment for our sin. Jesus comforts us 
when we suffer, and we can trust Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything.

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 135:6

Unit 3 • Session 6
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
In research, there is a common practice used 
to measure data: the pretest and posttest. 
The pretest is a baseline, assessing the state 
of something prior to experimental factors 
being introduced. As is suggested by the 
name, this happens prior to the experiment. 

The posttest is a comparison, designed to 
compare the outcome of the experiment to 
the pretest results in order to assess change. 
As the name suggests, the posttest comes 
after the experiment. 

In the life of Job, we find a man who goes 
through the most traumatic experiences 
imaginable. Job lost his kids, his wealth, 
his career, and his friends. His sheep even 
burned up! (It’s true, read Job 1:16.) Job’s life 
was turned upside down. His joy was low and 
his sorrow was high. 

It’s fascinating to look at Job’s life 
before and after this series of trials. Prior 
to Job’s losing all he had, Job is described 
as blameless and upright, fearing God and 
turning away from evil. He had great spiritual 
fortitude and great material wealth.

Following his extended trial, Job repented 
of his wavering trust in God. Job was 
restored to God, and God restored his wealth 
to a greater degree than before. 

The pretest and posttest of Job’s journey 
demonstrate a man who, in the big picture, 

was unshakable in his relationship with God. 
Though he had high and low moments during 
the trial, Job was fully restored to God. 
Like Job, our faithfulness does not mean 
that there won’t be moments of struggle or 
slipping, but it does mean that overall, our 
faith in God remains and grows.

If you aren’t in the midst of a trial, know 
that God is strengthening your trust in Him 
so that when difficulty does come—and it 
will—your pretest shows a strong faith that 
can endure. And if you are in the midst of 
great challenges right now, strive to endure 
so that a posttest might demonstrate that 
your love and trust of God has remained and 
even increased. 

Trials are inevitable. 
Trust in God, who 
controls everything. 
Anticipate that trials will 
come, and aim for growth 
on the other side. 

TERMS TO 
KNOW

Sovereignty: God’s 
unlimited power 
and authority. God 
is able to control 
all things and 
accomplish whatever 
He pleases.

God Controls Everything
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep these items on hand for each session: Allergy Alert, Bibles, construction paper, copy 
paper, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map or globe, snack food, paper cups, and napkins.  

WELCOME

Welcome
  F “Psalm 135:6” song

Activity Page
  F “Find the Differences” 
activity page, 
1 per child

Take it away 
  F toy animals
  F tray
  F opaque bag

Transition
  F countdown video 
(optional)

LEARN

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline 
or Small Group 
Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F “God Controls 
Everything” video 
(optional) 

Practice the key passage
  F Key Passage Marker
  F  Key Passage Poster
  F “Psalm 135:6” song
  F index cards
  F string
  F clothespins

Learn the Big Picture 
Question

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Missions moment
  F “Sharing in Mexico” 
missions video

LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer 
(optional)

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Cut and paste emotions
  F “Emotions” printable, 
1 per child

LIVE

Herd sheep 
  F cotton balls
  F container
  F die

Make a whirlwind
  F 16.9 oz bottles of 
water, 1 per child

  F liquid dishwashing 
soap

  F glitter, a few colors 
(adult use)

  F duct tape

Pretend to drive in Mexico 
City

  F “Psalm 135:6” song 
(optional)

  F city traffic sound 
effects (optional)

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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God Controls Everything | 129

WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an allergy alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye-level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.  

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “Find the Differences” on the activity page.

SAY   You found the differences between the two pictures. Our Bible stories these last few weeks 
came from the Book of Genesis. Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Job. Job is about a man 
named Job who learned that God controls everything. Can you point to Job in each picture?  

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

SING “IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT”  

Lead preschoolers in singing “If You’re Happy and You Know It.” If you are unfamiliar with 
the lyrics or tune, look them up online before the session. Sing using a variety of actions to 
demonstrate being happy, such as wave your hands, stomp your feet, shake a leg, nod your 
head, or shout “hooray.” Ask children to suggest actions.  

SAY   Singing happy songs is fun, but people are not happy all the time. Sometimes things 
happen that make us sad. In today’s Bible story, a man named Job was sad because many bad 
things happened to him. Listen to the story to find out how God helped Job.  

TAKE IT AWAY

Place a variety of toy animals on a tray then give preschoolers time to study them. Instruct 
children to turn around while you put one animal in a bag. Invite children to turn back 
around and determine which animal was taken. Consider allowing children to take turns 
taking away an animal. For the final round, take away all the animals. 

SAY   At the end of our game, all the animals were taken away. In today’s Bible story, all the 
animals a man named Job owned were taken away by robbers! How terrible! Sadly, even more 
terrible things happened to Job. Listen to the story to hear how God helped Job.  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain children’s attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, or 
clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Sing “If you’re happy and you know it, follow 
me,” as children transition to Learn. End, singing “If you’re happy and you know it, sit down.”

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Instruct children to look at your face as you slowly pass your hand up and down over your 
mouth. When you move your hand up, make a smiling face. When you move your hand down, 
make a sad face. 

SAY   Can you move your hand over your mouth and then make a smiling face like me? What are 
some things that make you happy? Now, let’s move our hand down over our mouth and make a sad 
face. What are some things that make you sad? In today’s Bible story, many sad things happened, 
but later, some happy things happened. Listen to the story to find out whom these sad and happy 
things happened to.   

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at Job 1 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the 
open Bible. 

SAY   God gave us the Bible because He wanted us to know Him and His truth. Everything in the 
Bible is true. The last several weeks, we’ve been learning from the Book of Genesis that God is in 
control of everything. That’s a big, important idea that we want to understand. To help us do that, 
we are going to hear the story of a man named Job. Job learned that God is in control of everything. 
Job’s story is in the Book of Job in the Old Testament part of the Bible, but Job likely lived at the same 
time as the Bible stories we have been hearing from Genesis happened.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or small group timeline. Remind children 
that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

GOD CONTROLS EVERYTHING
  Job (JOHB) loved God. He wanted to follow God’s plan and do what is right. One 

day, God’s enemy, Satan, said to God, “Job only follows You because You bless 
him. If You take away everything Job has, he won’t follow You anymore.”

So God gave Satan permission to take away everything Job had, but Satan was 
not allowed to hurt Job. Sad things began to happen to Job, and Job did not know 
why. Robbers stole the animals on his farm. Job’s children died in a storm, and Job became sick with 
bad sores all over his body. Job felt terrible! But He still followed God.

Three friends visited Job. They told Job to obey God and tell Him he was sorry for doing 
wrong things. They said God was punishing Job for his sin. 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

“But I did not do anything wrong,” Job said. Job was tired and angry. Had God 
made a mistake?  “I wish I could ask God some questions and prove to 
Him that I have done what is right,” he said.

Another friend came along. His name was Elihu (ih LIGH hyoo). Elihu explained, 
“God is greater than people. He always does what is right.”

Then God came in a whirlwind to talk to Job. God asked Job a lot 
of questions: “Where were you when I created the earth? Can you 
measure how big it is? Can you send out lightning bolts? Do you 
make horses strong? Does an eagle build its nest where you say?”

Job did not completely understand God’s plans, but he trusted 
God. God is mighty and strong and wise. Job was sorry for doubting 
God. God healed Job, and Job lived a long, happy life.   

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   The story of Job reminds us of Jesus. Jesus is the only person who never 
sinned, but He suffered to take the punishment for our sin. Jesus comforts us when 
we suffer, and we can trust Him.    

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   I felt sad for Job. He lost everything. He wondered why God would allow all 
those bad things to happen. Job’s friends were not much help either. They told him 
that God was punishing him for his sins, but that was not true and only made Job 
feel worse. Job’s friend Elihu reminded Job that God is great and always does what is 
right.

But Job still had so many questions. Why? Why? Why were all the bad things 
happening? Have you ever asked God why something bad happened? I have.

Bad things happen to all of us sometimes. We may not know why they happen, 
but we can know that God is great, and He is in control. Even though Job did not 
understand God’s plans, he still trusted God. At the end of the story, God healed Job 
and gave him a long, happy life. God is good!

This story reminds me of Jesus. Jesus never did anything wrong, but bad things 
happened to Him. He suffered and died on the cross to take the punishment for the 
things we do wrong. Jesus knows what it is like to suffer, so He can comfort us when 
we suffer. We can always trust God because God is good all the time.    

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Place the key passage marker at Psalm 135:6. Invite a child to open your Bible 
to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Write each word of the key 
passage on individual index cards. Hang a string. Use clothespins to clip the 
cards in order to the string. Recite the verse with the children, pointing to 
each word as you say it. Invite a child to come up and “steal” away a word. 

STORYTELLING TIPS
Invite a guest: Invite a 
male guest to dress in 
Bible times clothing and 
tell the Bible story as a 
monologue from Job’s 
perspective.

Answer the questions: 
When you come to 
the part of the Bible 
story where God asks 
Job questions, prompt 
preschoolers to answer 
the questions to 
emphasize that God is 
greater than people.
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

Repeat until all the cards are taken and children are saying the key passage from memory. 
Challenge older preschoolers to clip the words back onto the clothesline in order. Offer 
assistance as needed. 

SAY   Our key passage reminds us that God is in control of everything. He does whatever He 
pleases. We don’t need to worry because God is good and does what is right. He has power over 
everything. Even when God allows bad things to happen, we can know He is still working His good 
plan. Like Job, we can trust God always. Let’s sing a song of praise to Him.   

Sing the key passage song, “Psalm 135:6.” You may also choose to sing a worship song of your 
choice. 

LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   This is the last week for our big picture question. Who is in control of everything? I think 
you already know the answer. Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything. 
In today’s Bible story everything felt out of control for Job. Robbers stole all his animals, and he 
became very sick. Even though Job did not understand why all the bad things were happening, God 
was in control. Job trusted God and God restored Job’s life. When we suffer, we can turn to Jesus to 
comfort us. Jesus knows what it is like to suffer. He died on the cross to take the punishment for our 
sin. When we trust in Jesus, He will restore our lives by giving us life with God forever.   

MISSIONS MOMENT

SAY   Mexico City is one of the largest cities in the world. A small team of missionaries is working 
to share the good news of Jesus with the people who live there. Knowing there are so many people in 
the city who need to hear about Jesus can be overwhelming, but these missionaries trust that God is 
in control. Let’s listen to how God is working in Mexico City.   

Play “Sharing in Mexico” missions video. Then pray that more and more people in Mexico City 
will choose to follow Jesus and tell others about Him. 
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned
PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   God, we trust You no matter what happens in our lives. We know that You are great and 
always in control. We are glad You restored Job’s life. Please help us and comfort us when we suffer. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to take our punishment and rescue us from sin. We love you! Amen.  

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Serve a snack. Show the Bible story 
picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   What was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?   

SAY   How can we be good friends to those who are suffering?   

SAY   Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything.   

CUT AND PASTE EMOTIONS
Print a copy of “Emotions” for each preschooler. Point to the emotion emojis. Ask 
preschoolers to guess which emotion each emoji represents. Some readers may be able 
to read the emotions listed below the emoji. Then say each emotion as you point to the 
emoji. Show preschoolers the page with the blank circles. Read the top of the page. Invite 
preschoolers to cut out any emojis they wish and glue them in the blank circles on their 
papers. As preschoolers work, ask them when was the last time they felt that emotion. 
Brainstorm together how they can trust God when they feel that emotion. Be sensitive to 
preschoolers emotions and what they share. Be sure to follow local laws and ministry policies 
concerning any report or suspicion of abuse or neglect.    

SAY   Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything. Since God is in control 
of everything, we can trust Him when we feel happy, sad, mad, discouraged, surprised, tired, silly, 
excited, or scared—all our emotions. Emotions are a good gift from God. God wants us to feel all our 
emotions and talk to Him about them. Job talked to God about how he felt. Job’s story reminds us of 
Jesus. Jesus is the only person who never sinned, but He suffered to take the punishment for our sin. 
Jesus comforts us when we suffer, and we can trust Him.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love
Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small 
groups that rotate through each activity; or set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose. 

TRUST AND FOLLOW 
Form a single file line. Guide preschoolers to place their hands on the shoulder of the child in 
front of them. Instruct the child at the front of the line slowly and safely to lead the children 
around the room while the children stay connected. After a short time, direct the child in 
front to move to the back of the line. Continue playing until each child has a chance to be the 
leader.  

SAY   Walking around the room connected together was fun! We had to trust the person leading 
us. In our Bible story, Job had to trust God who is in control. Trusting is easy when playing a game, 
but trusting when bad things happen can be very hard. We may wonder why God allowed the bad 
things to happen. Job wanted to keep trusting God. We can always trust God too. God is in control of 
everything and sent His own Son to take the punishment for our sin. He loves you so much!  

HERD SHEEP 
Place a container of cotton balls on a table. Invite a child to roll a die and take the number of 
sheep from the container that coincides with the number on the die. Continue, allowing each 
child to roll the die. After two or three rounds, announce that during the next round children 
must put back the number of sheep that coincides with the number they roll. Alternate 
rounds of adding and taking away sheep. When time runs out or interest wanes, declare the 
child with the largest herd the winner.

SAY   How did it feel when sheep were taken away from your herd? In today’s Bible story, all 
of Job’s sheep and all of Job’s other farm animals were stolen by robbers. Lots of other bad things 
happened to Job as well. Even though Job was sad, he wanted to keep trusting God. The story of 
Job reminds us of Jesus. Jesus is the only person who never sinned, but He suffered to take the 
punishment for our sin. Jesus comforts us when we suffer, and we can trust Him.  
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MAKE A WHIRLWIND 
Give each preschooler a 16.9-ounce bottle of water, the smoother the bottle, the better. Help 
preschoolers remove the label, open the bottle, and pour out an inch or two of water. You 
may wish to pour out the inch or two of water before the session. Help each preschooler 
drip a drop or two of liquid dishwashing soap in her bottle. Allow children to choose a color 
of glitter. Sprinkle about a teaspoon of glitter in each child’s bottle. Tightly seal each child’s 
bottle and reinforce the seal with duct tape. Show children how to move their bottles in a 
circular motion to create a whirlwind inside.  

SAY   You made a whirlwind in a bottle. God came in a whirlwind to talk to Job. God asked Job a 
lot of questions: Where were you when I created the earth? Can you measure how big it is? Can you 
send out lightning bolts? Do you make horses strong? Does an eagle build its nest where you say? I 
have a question for you: Who is in control of everything? [Allow responses.] God is in control of 
everything. We can trust God even when bad things happen because He is in control  

PRETEND TO DRIVE IN MEXICO CITY 
Invite preschoolers to pretend to drive cars around the room. Consider playing music or city 
traffic sounds. Ask where they are driving their cars as they play. Tell preschoolers that when 
you say, “Time for church!” and hold up a Bible, preschoolers should drive their cars to you. 
Hold up the Bible and say “Time for church!” several times at random. When children are 
gathered around you, point out Mexico City and your church’s location on a map. Pray for the 
people and missionaries in Mexico City.

SAY   We pretended to drive cars in Mexico City. Mexico City is one of the world’s biggest cities. It 
is very busy! Missionaries live in Mexico City. They are starting churches that teach people the Bible. 
We want people in Mexico City to know about Jesus and go to church to learn about Him.  

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete the coloring page. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed activity 
page. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with the 
family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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