
Unit 1: In the Beginning

SESSION 1: God Created the World
Genesis 1

SESSION 2: God Created People
Genesis 1–2

SESSION 3: Creation Glorifies God
Psalm 19

Unit Description: 
The story begins with God creating everything from nothing. Of all of God’s perfect creation, 
people were most special, alone being made in God’s image. All that God created was created to 
reveal God’s glory—how amazing He is.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything to show He is great.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.
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CREATION GLORIFIES GOD
P S A L M  1 9

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
All of creation shows how God is great. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best way we 
can know how great God is.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why did God create everything? God created everything to show He is great. 

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
The heavens show God is great! Psalm 19:1

Unit 1 • Session 3

BIG TRUTH SESSION
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
In the first two sessions of this unit, we 
have seen a common thread of God’s glory. 
God created everything, including people, to 
display His glory. In this session, we want 
to make sure that our kids understand what 
that means. What is God’s glory? 

God’s glory can be thought of as God’s 
greatness. The Bible often uses the picture 
of a brilliant white light when it comes to 
God’s glory. When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai after spending time with God, 
his face shone. When Jesus was transfigured, 
He shined like a brilliant white light. And 
when Paul encountered Jesus on the road to 
Damascus, he saw a blinding light. Such an 
intense light helps us understand how pure 
and powerful God’s glory is. 

But we don’t just see God’s glory revealed 
in bright light. In this session, we will look 
at a Psalm that King David wrote many years 
after Adam and Eve. David used creation to 
speak of God’s glory. For David, it was easy to 
see God’s glory—at least its fingerprints—all 
around him. 

If you have ever looked up into the 
heavens on a clear, dark night, maybe you 
have sensed it too as you consider all the 
stars that cannot be counted and think that 
each is a giant sun, like ours—only our sun 
is relatively modest in comparison—and that 

they stretch over billions and billions and 
trillions and trillions of miles. And that is 
just what we can see! 

Or maybe you have caught a glimpse of 
God’s glory as you looked over a stunning 
mountain range or walked on a beach. 
Creation is full of beauty, wonder, and 
power—all of which hints at the greater 
beauty, wonder, and power of the Creator 
who made it all. God is glorious indeed. 

But one of the greatest ways we can know 
of God’s glory is that the Creator who made 
everything not only made us too, but wants 
to have a friendship with us. That is why He 
gave us the Bible—so that we might come to 
know Him, love Him, 
and live for Him. 

As you teach, seek 
to leave your kids in 
awe of how big and 
how good and how 
loving God is. 

TERMS TO KNOW 
“Glory”: God’s glory is 
His greatness and is 
often described in the 
Bible as a brilliant white 
light. That picture is 
used to show how pure 
and powerful God’s 
glory really is.

Creation Glorifies God
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag. 

WELCOME

Look at God’s 
creation

  F binoculars from 
sessions 1 and 2

  F “Different Sky 
Creations” 
printable

  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

LEARN

Sort daytime and 
nighttime items

  F “Daytime and 
Nighttime 
items” printable, 
enough for each 
child to have a 
card

  F gift bag
  F construction 
paper, 1 piece 
of yellow and 1 
piece of black

Talk about daytime
  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

  F flashlight

Say the key passage 
phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

LOVE

Talk about creation
  F construction 
paper, 2 pieces 
of yellow and 2 
pieces of black

Build doll beds
  F dowels
  F baby items 
such as baby 
pajamas, small 
pillows, and 
blankets

Play with flashlights
  F flashlights
  F bedsheet
  F books about day, 
night, and other 
things God 
made

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

LIVE

Paint with cotton 
balls

  F plastic tablecloth 
or large piece of 
paper

  F construction 
paper, 1 piece 
of sky blue for 
each child

  F spring-type 
clothespins

  F cotton balls
  F small plastic 
container

  F white washable 
paint

  F smocks

Explore jewelry
  F “Embera Bead 
Project” 
printable

  F play jewelry 
  F nonbreakable 
mirrors

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 1 
per child

BONUS 

Make shadows
  F flashlights

Create a day and 
night picture

  F paper plates
  F yarn

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversation as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME
Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

LOOK AT GOD’S CREATION

Collect the binoculars used in sessions 1 and 2. Follow these directions to make more sets if 
needed: Secure two cardboard tubes side-by-side together with duct tape. Punch a hole on 
the same end of the outside of the tubes, approximately ½-1 inch from the top. Attach each 
end of a piece of yarn by tying a knot through each hole in the cardboard tubes. Make three 
or four sets of binoculars for the class to use.

Print and cut the “Different Sky Creations” printable. Then, tape the pictures to the walls 
around the room at preschoolers’ eye level. Greet each child at the classroom door as he 
enters the class. Show him the big picture question poster.

SAY   I am happy to see you today. In our Bible story, we will hear that King David wrote a song 
about how great God is. When we look up in the sky, we can see different things God made. Do you 
know why God created or made everything? He created everything to show He is great! Everything 
He made in the sky shows God is great. Would you like to use the binoculars to look around the 
room for pictures of different creations you can see when you look at the sky?  

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
SORT DAYTIME AND NIGHTTIME ITEMS
Print and cut “Daytime and Nighttime Items” printable. Place the cards in a gift bag. Lay a 
yellow piece and black piece of paper on the floor in front of the children. Invite a child to 
select a card from the bag. Ask him what is on his picture. Then, ask him to put it on the 
yellow piece of paper for day or black piece of paper for night. Some of the items may apply 
to both daytime and nighttime. Repeat the game, allowing each child to have a turn.

SAY   You have a picture of a backpack. Do you use your backpack during the day or night? If you 
use it during the day, place it on the yellow paper. If you use it at night, place it on the black paper. 
Great job. You placed it on the yellow paper. You use your backpack during the day. The last two 
weeks we heard stories from the Book of Genesis in the Bible. We learned God created everything to 
show He is great, including day and night. To help us understand that better, we will hear a story 
today about a king in the Book of Psalms. Genesis and Psalms are both books in the Old Testament. 
King David wrote a song about God. Let’s listen to our story and hear about how we can learn about 
God every day and every night.   

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Psalm 19 and tell the following Bible story.

CREATION GLORIFIES GOD
SAY   King David loved God. He wrote a song about how great God is. This is what he wrote:

“When we look up in the sky we can see what God made. We can learn about God every day and 
every night as we look to the sky. Everyone in the world can see what God made.” 

Then, David wrote, 

“When we see the sun, we remember how great God is. We can feel the sun’s warmth.” 

God’s words are in the Bible. David knew God’s words are perfect and right. We can believe them. 
They are true. God’s words are best. They tell us how to live. The words in the Bible tell us how to 
make good choices. They help us obey God.

David also said, “We should want everything we say and think to make God happy.”   

Christ Connection: All of creation shows how God is great. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best way we 
can know how great God is. 

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

TALK ABOUT DAYTIME
Show the Bible story picture poster to the children. Shine the flashlight on a child’s clothing 
or on the floor in front of him (avoid shining it in a child’s eyes.) Instruct the child to tell his 
favorite thing to do outside when the sun is shining when you shine the light on his clothing. 
Repeat the process, giving everyone a turn to talk. 

SAY   We can thank God for the warm sun to shine during the daytime. We can learn about God 
every day and every night as we look to the sky. When you are outside and look to the sky, you can 
remember how great God is. We can learn more about God when we read the Bible. God’s words in 
the Bible are true and tell us how to live. Everything we say and think should make God happy.   

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 

“ God saw everything He made, everything He made, everything He made. 
God saw everything He made, and it was very good.” 

SAY THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE
Place the key passage phrase marker in the Bible at Psalm 19:1. Open the Bible and say the 
phrase aloud. Encourage the children to say the phrase together. Lead the children to cup 
their hands around their eyes to resemble binoculars. Then, say the phrase again as a group. 
Point to each word on the key passage phrase poster as the children say it.

SAY   The heavens show God is great. We can look through our binoculars to the sky and see 
different things God made. He made the sun, the moon, and the stars. He made rainbows and 
clouds. We can remember everything God made shows how great He is.   

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for everything He has created, acknowledging we can look up in the sky 
and see what He has made. Recognize all of creation shows how God is great, Jesus is God, 
and Jesus is the best way we can know how great God is. 
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

TALK ABOUT CREATION 
Secure 2 yellow and 2 black pieces of construction paper to the floor with tape. The yellow 
paper represents day and the black represents night. Invite preschoolers to take turns 
jumping onto one of the pieces of paper. Ask them what they like to do during the day, 
or night, depending on the color of paper they landed on when they jumped. Remind 
preschoolers we can see God’s creation and learn about Him every day. For an alternate 
activity, consider suggesting children toss a beanbag on one of the pieces of paper rather 
than jumping onto the paper.

SAY   Which is the color of paper you are standing on? Yes, it is yellow. What do you like to do 
during the day? In our Bible story, King David wrote a song about how great God is. He said we can 
learn about God when we look to the sky every day and night. We learn about God in the Bible. God’s 
words in the Bible tell us how to live. They help us obey God. Everything we think and say should 
make God happy.  

BUILD DOLL BEDS 
Place supplies near the blocks. Invite preschoolers to build beds for the dolls using the dowels 
and blocks. Encourage them to place dolls, blankets, and other items in the beds they have 
built. Suggest they play out bedtime routines with the dolls. Talk about the Bible story. 

SAY   You have placed the dolls in the doll beds you have made. The dolls are ready to go to sleep 
for the night. What are some things you do before you go to bed at night? In our Bible story today, 
we talked about when we look at the sky during the day or night, we can see different things God 
made. We can learn more about God when we read the Bible.  

PLAY WITH FLASHLIGHTS
Drape a bedsheet over a table, leaving one end of the table uncovered. Place the key passage 
phrase marker in the Bible at Psalm 19:1 with the flashlights and books under the table. Invite 
preschoolers to crawl under the table and shine flashlights on the sides of the sheet. Guide 
them to open the Bible at the marker and shine a light on the Bible at Psalm 19:1. Encourage 
them to use the flashlights to look at books. 

SAY   We learn in the Bible that the heavens show God is great! Our Bible story today is in 
Psalm 19. If you were outside and looked up to the heavens or the sky what do you think you would 
see? God made the moon and stars in the sky at night. A flashlight can help us see if it is dark when 
we are outside, too. When you see different things God made, you can remember God is great!  

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

PAINT WITH COTTON BALLS
Cover the table with a plastic tablecloth or a large piece of paper. Place the other materials 
on the table. Pour paint into a small container. Attach each clothespin to a cotton ball and 
set them near the paint. Invite children to paint. Help them put smocks on over their clothes. 
Suggest they dip a cotton ball into the paint and then press it on their papers to make prints. 
Encourage them to continue making prints on their papers. They may need to dip the cotton 
balls again to get more paint as they paint. Replace cotton balls if they get soggy. Remind 
preschoolers God created the clouds and everything He made shows He is great.

SAY   I like the pictures you painted with the cotton balls. It reminds me of clouds in the sky. God 
made the clouds in the sky. We can look in the sky and see different things God made. All of creation 
shows God is great, including clouds. Have you ever thought about how each cloud is different. All 
clouds do not look the same, just like each of the clouds on your pictures is different. Why do you 
think God made each cloud different?  

EXPLORE JEWELRY 
Print the “Embera Bead Project” printable. Place the pictures, nonbreakable mirrors and 
play jewelry on the table for children to see. Invite preschoolers to put on pieces of jewelry. 
Suggest they look in a mirror to see themselves wearing the jewelry. Encourage them to look 
at the people in the pictures. Use the story in the printable to remind the children about the 
missionaries who are helping the Embera people sell their jewelry so they will have money for 
things like food and clean water.

SAY   You are wearing different types of jewelry. Some of the Embera people in these pictures 
are wearing or selling jewelry. God made these people and He made you, too. We can pray for the 
missionaries who tell the Embera people about Jesus.  

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, continue 
talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection.

SAY   All of creation shows how God is great. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best way we can 
know how great God is.  

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

WALK ON DIFFERENT CREATIONS
As preschoolers come to group time, instruct them to pretend they are walking on natural 
resources such as clouds, the sun, the moon, and the stars. Continue the game suggesting 
other things God made in the sky. 

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open the Bible to Psalm 19 and talk about the Bible story using the summarized points below. 

CREATION GLORIFIES GOD
• King David loved God. He wrote a song about how great God is.

• King David wrote, “When we look up in the sky, we can see what God made.”

• He also wrote, “When we see the sun, we remember how great God is.”

• God’s words in the Bible tell us how to live. His words are best. They help us obey God.

• Everything we say and think should make God happy. 

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

“ God saw everything He made, everything He made, everything He made. 
God saw everything He made, and it was very good.” 

SAY THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Open the Bible to Psalm 19:1 and say, “The heavens show God is great!” Lead preschoolers to 
say the phrase again while placing their hand above their eyes looking up to the sky. 

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for everything He has created. Recognize all of creation shows how God is 
great, Jesus is God, and Jesus is the best way we can know how great God is. 
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

TAKE A COLOR WALK 
Invite children to play a game. Say a specific color and encourage the preschoolers to walk 
around the room and find different items of the color you named. Then, identify items God 
created matching the specified color. Continue the game, naming colors and connecting them 
to things God made.

SAY   Let’s look around the room for something yellow. Yes, the block is yellow. You are right, 
too. The paper is yellow. Can you think of something God made that is yellow? The sun in the sky is 
yellow. God made the sun. Everything God made shows how great He is.  

MAKE SHADOWS
Use flashlights to make shadows on a wall. Show the preschoolers how to make shadows 
move. Let preschoolers take turns holding a flashlight as other children make their shadows 
move. Ask the children when they have seen shadows. Talk about the Bible story.

SAY   We are making shadows with the flashlights. Do you see your shadow during the day or at 
night? Why do you think we do not see our shadows at night? Shadows are made when the light 
shines on an object. During the day or night we can look to the sky and see things God made. When 
we see our shadows during the day, we can remember to thank God for everything He created and 
how great He is. The best way to know God is through Jesus.  

CREATE A DAY AND NIGHT PICTURE 
Place crayons and paper plates on a table. Encourage children to draw something they see or 
do during the day and night. The fronts of the plates could be day scenes and the backs could 
be night pictures. Cut and tape a 4-inch yarn loop to the top of each plate, forming a hanger. 
The hangers will allow children to hold them easier or provide a way to hang the plates in 
their homes. Talk about the preschoolers’ pictures. Remind them we can learn about God each 
day and night.

SAY   Tell me about your pictures you have made. Tell me more about your favorite things to do 
during the day and night. God made the day and night. He made the world and everything in it. 
Everything He made shows how great He is. We can learn more about God in the Bible. His words in 
the Bible tell us how to live and help us to obey God.  

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. 
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