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Space Ninjas vs. Pirate Squirrels 
The Tabernacle 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God lives within us, so we can talk to Him anytime we want. 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 25–31, 35–40 

KEY VERSE: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 
(NIrV)  

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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 It was a gorgeous November morning when I decided on a whim to jump in my car and drive 
down to Mark Twain National Forest in the southeast corner of Missouri. I had recently moved back to the 
Show Me State and wanted to explore a remote and unspoiled area called Cathedral Canyon. If I had 
spent a little more time researching, I would have discovered that the reason Cathedral Canyon is so 
unspoiled is because there are no trails. I’m not unfamiliar with off-trail traveling, but usually I would come 
prepared with better maps and a GPS. Nevertheless, there was no deterring me, so with a small pack 
and a simple route description, I made my way with no trouble to this secret jewel in the foothills of the 
Ozarks.  
 Now, if I had been planning on moving to the canyon permanently, this trip would have ended as 
a total success! As it were, though, I had the real world to get back to. On the hike back to my car, I 
began to get that sick feeling that I had strayed from the route and after backtracking, sidetracking, and 
any other tracking I could think of, it was confirmed—I was completely and thoroughly lost! If only I had a 
trail sign pointing me in the right direction. There are few things more despairing than the feeling of being 
lost and wandering in a million-acre woods. I knew that more than anything I needed a plan. Lost people 
without a plan usually stay lost. My plan was to return to the point I first realized I was lost, sit down, and 
check my phone. Miraculously, I had one bar of signal that I used to call 911. An hour later, with the help 
of two Forest Rangers, I was on my way back to the car. 
 Throughout the last half of Exodus, the Israelites find themselves in a similar situation—lost and 
wandering in the wilderness. Not just physically, but spiritually too. And more than anything, a plan was 
needed to lead them to their salvation. Although they couldn’t see it clearly at the time, God had already 
devised a plan and had even dropped a giant trail sign in their midst. That trail sign was the Tabernacle. 
Within the Tabernacle, the Altar of Sacrifice pointed them toward the Ultimate Sacrifice, the lampstand 
pointed them toward the Light of the World, and the Table of Showbread pointed them toward the Bread 
of Life. Even their High Priest gave them a picture of the “High Priest to come,” who would mediate 
between sinful man and a holy God. Jesus was the plan all along and the Tabernacle was the trail sign.  
 Even though thousands of years have passed, God’s plan of salvation remains the same today. 
Just as He did so long ago with the Israelites, God still seeks out people who are under the crushing 
despair of being lost and wandering and points them to the one person who can bring salvation—Jesus!  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and Creator 
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Being a Part of a Kid’s Pit Crew 
 
Life can be rough sometimes. We all get our fair share of bumps and bruises along the way, but wouldn’t 
it be nice if life had a pit stop that you could pull into so you could get 4 new tires and a tank of gas? As 
rough as we think we have it, kids have it just as bad (and sometimes worse). And for a lot of them, their 
time with you at church is the closest thing they’ll get to a pit stop. Every week they do a lap around life’s 
track, enduring emotional and spiritual bumps and bruises, before they come screeching into your 
presence. This is your chance to bang out some dents and refuel those kids for another lap. One of the 
best ways to do that is with words of encouragement. Don’t know what to say? Start with this: 

Call out the truth in them. How often do you notice or think something positive about someone, but fail 
to share it with them? If all you did was to give voice to the wonderful things you notice or think about the 
kids in your group, you would light up their week. More than that, you’ll be helping them to form a positive 
identity that will stick with them for life!  

I’m glad to see you. If kids know that their presence brings joy to people, they’ll want to come back over 
and over again. A simple “I’m glad to see you” reinforces that they’re someone worth knowing. 

I missed you last time. If one of the kids in your group was gone the last time you served, let them know 
you noticed. This will help your kids realize they’re an integral part of the community. 

Great answer! I like how you think! Unfortunately, kids are far more prone to hearing someone tell them 
they’re “dumb” than they are to having someone call out their brilliance. When you bring positive attention 
to a kid’s answer and thought process, it encourages them to participate all the more in the future. 
Positive reinforcement helps to produce great thinkers. 

Develop an arsenal of encouragement. Have some “go to” words of encouragement that will brighten 
your kids’ day. Like these: God thinks you’re awesome! Way to go! You’re a really cool kid! Great idea! 
You’re the best! That was awesome! Nice try! You’re a lot of fun! You make me smile! I can’t wait to see 
you again! 
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It’s the distant future, the year 3,000, and the universe has run low on its most precious resource—
cheese. During the “Space Ninjas vs. Pirate Squirrels” series, small groups will be placed into one of two 
teams and will battle each other for one of these last few blocks of delicious goodness. In order to win the 
coveted wheel of cheese, though, kids will have to exhibit team energy, team spirit, and compete in the 
“Battle for the Cheese” team trivia competition. 
 
TEAM SPIRIT CHALLENGE—CREATE A FLAG 
Directions: Have your group work together within their small group to create a flag for their team using 
the provided materials. Help your group plan ahead by asking them what they think the flag should look 
like. Place the blank flag in the center of the group along with the markers or other coloring utensils and 
allow the kids to begin creating. Be sure that everyone has a chance to contribute something to the flag. 
When finished, have your group bring the flag to large group and use it to cheer your team on. The goal 
of this activity is for your group to build relationships with each through the context of creativity and fun. If 
time permits, ask the following questions: 
 
Question: Today’s story takes place while the Israelites were wandering in the desert. Have you ever 
been to the desert before? What do you think it was like for the Israelites? 
 
Question: Have you worked with other people to build something really cool? What was it? 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group and 
answer the following questions: 
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of that story? Why?  
2. Why do you think God wanted to live among the Israelites? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. The Tabernacle no longer exists. Where do you think God lives now? 
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BATTLE FOR THE CHEESE 
Directions: During the large group lesson, there will be numerous opportunities for kids to earn points for 
their team. One of those opportunities will come during the “Battle for the Cheese” trivia competition 
where kids will be asked a series of multiple-choice questions about the story they just heard. Be sure 
that your small group is seated close to you during the large group lesson. Once the question has been 
asked, kids will have a short time to tell you, the small group leader, what they think the answer is—A, B, 
C, or D. You will then hold up the card that corresponds with their answer. If your group’s answer is 
correct, you will earn a point for your team.  
 
 

  
 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE, ANYTHING—FOR YOUNGER KIDS (Application Activity) 
Say: In our story for today, even though God lived among the Israelites in the Tabernacle, only the High 
Priest could enter the Most Holy Place once a year to talk to God. But because of what Jesus did on the 
cross, God’s Spirit now lives in the hearts of everyone who follows Jesus. Now we can talk to God 
anytime, anywhere, and about anything. We’re going to play a game right now that will help us think 
through different times and places we can pray to God and different things we can pray to God about.  
 
Directions: Show your group the “Anytime, Anywhere, Anything” dice. Allow the kids in your group to 
take turns rolling the dice. If a kid rolls “Anytime,” have them share their favorite time to pray to God. If 
they roll “Anywhere,” have them share their favorite place to pray to God. If they roll “Anything,” have 
them share what kinds of things they like to talk to God about. If they roll one of the questions, have them 
answer that question. And finally, if they roll a “Bonkers,” the whole group will have to do the 
predetermined “Bonkers” motion. Have the kids decide ahead of time what they want their “Bonkers” 
motion to be. It should be something fun and a little crazy! After your group has performed the “Bonkers” 
motion, have them come up with a new one for the next time the “Bonkers” is rolled.  
 
Pray: Open your group in prayer. For the kids who are comfortable, allow them to pray about anything 
they choose. In the end, close the prayer by thanking God for letting us talk to Him anytime, anywhere, 
and about anything.  
 
 
A.C.T.S. OF PRAYER—FOR OLDER KIDS (Application Activity) 
Say: In our story for today, even though God lived among the Israelites in the Tabernacle, only the High 
Priest could enter the Most Holy Place once a year to talk to God. But because of what Jesus did on the 
cross, God’s Spirit now lives in the hearts of everyone who follows Jesus. Now we can talk to God 
anytime, anywhere, and about anything. We’re going to do an activity right now that will walk us through 
the A.C.T.S. of prayer and help us think of some things that we can pray to God about.  
 
The “A” in “A.C.T.S.” stands for “Adoration.” We can tell God why we adore or love Him. The “C” stands 
for “Confession.” We can confess to God the things we’ve done wrong. The “T” stands for “Thanksgiving.” 
We can tell God about all the things we’re thankful for. And the “S” stands for “Supplication.” That means 
we can ask God for the things we need.  
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Directions: Give each kid in the group a copy of the foldable six-sided dice template along with a pen or 
marker. Four of the squares on the dice will have one of the letters from A.C.T.S. in it. Instruct them to 
write down one thing in each of the letter squares. For example, in the “T” square, your kids would write 
down something they’re thankful for. The remaining two squares will have questions in them. When they 
have finished writing, give the kids scissors and tape. Allow them to cut out, fold, and tape their dice as 
per the directions on the template.  
 
Once everyone has finished creating their dice, have them take turns rolling their dice and sharing what 
they wrote. If a kid rolls “Confession,” they’re free to share it with the group, but let them know it’s okay to 
re-roll if they would like. If someone rolls one of the questions, have them answer it. You can continue 
around the circle for as long as it keeps the interest of your group.  
 
Pray: Open in prayer. For every kid who feels comfortable, they can pray about one thing on their dice.  
 
Say: The next time you talk to God, think through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. It can help you think of different 
things to say to God.  
 
POSE A VERSE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God lives in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 

 
Tell your group they have to come up with different poses to help them remember the verse. Let the kids 
take turns suggesting different poses for different parts of the verse. When finished, turn the Bible verse 
sign over and have the group recite the entire verse from memory while striking each of the suggested 
poses. For added fun, have a camera or a smartphone ready so you can get some snapshots of the 
different poses. When finished, show the snapshots to the kids. 
 
Question: What do you think it means that you are the temple of God and that His Spirit lives in you?  
 
Question: How do you think your life is different when you have the Spirit of God living in you? 
 
EMOJI PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Place a box of washable markers in the middle of your group. Allow each kid to choose one 
marker. Next, place the “Emoji Examples” sign in the middle of the group. An “emoji” is a small icon used 
to express an emotion. Tell the kids in your group to draw an emoji on the palm of their hand that best 
describes how they are feeling at that moment. They can use the examples from the card or they can 
make up their own emoji. 
 
When finished, tell the kids to close their hand until you ask them to share their emoji with the group. One 
at a time, ask the kids in your group to show what emoji they drew. Ask them why they are feeling that 
way and how you can pray for them. Some kids might share praises while other kids might share 
struggles. As each kid shares, write down their needs or requests. When everyone has shared, open the 
group in prayer. Encourage the kids to pray aloud for themselves and for one another based on what they 
shared during the activity.  
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
Team Spirit Challenge—Create a Flag Poster Board or 

Pillow Case 
1 per group Used to create a 

team flag. You 
can also cut or 
tear flag-size 
squares from a 
bed sheet. 

 Markers 1 per kid  
Battle for the Cheese A, B, C, D signs 1 set per 

group 
See Resource 
Folder. Print 
each letter on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock. 

Anytime, Anywhere, Anything  
Prayer Activity for Younger Kids  

Anytime Dice 
Template 

1 per group See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock, cut 
out and 
assemble ahead 
of time.  

A.C.T.S. of Prayer Activity for Older Kids ACTS Dice Template 1 per kid See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 paper. 

 Pens or markers 1 per kid  

 Scissors  1 per kid  

 Tape 1 roll per 
group 

 

Pose a Verse Bible verse card 1 per group See Resource 
Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 
cardstock. 

Emoji Prayers Washable markers 1 marker/kid  
 “Emoji Examples” 

sign 
1 per group See Resource 

Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 paper. 

 


