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Mad Props 
Moses: The Burning Bush 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is always with me, so I can have the courage to do what 
He asks. 

 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 3:1–7:13 
 

KEY VERSE: “Here is what I am commanding you to do. Be strong and 
brave. Do not be terrified. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord 
your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.”  
Joshua 1:9 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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A little while back I was beginning to feel an unsettled stirring in my heart. After many months of 

thought and prayer, I was just starting to feel like God had a new adventure for me. I felt like it was big, 
but I really had no idea what it could be. So I said a prayer—one of those dangerous sorts of prayers. In 
retrospect, I only suggest you say this prayer if you’re seriously ready to have God rock your world! I said 
to God, “What’s next?”  
 Later that night I was working on a home project when God said very loudly and clearly, “Quit 
what you’re doing and start the GO! curriculum!” How do I know it was God’s voice? I knew it because the 
voice was big and bold and it was telling me to do scary and exciting and Kingdom rocking things. My 
voice doesn’t do that. My voice tells me to do small and safe and comfort preserving things. In fact, my 
small, safe voice was quick to answer God by saying, “You’ve got the wrong guy!” And I wasn’t just being 
modest. I really believed God had actually dialed the wrong number. But here is how I heard God answer 
me back, “I know you’re the wrong guy. That’s why I picked you.” BAM! In my face! How do I argue with 
that? 
 Shortly thereafter, God reminded me of all the other “wrong guys” He had picked. David was the 
wrong guy. His dad thought the idea of David leading the nation of Israel was so laughable, he forgot to 
even mention him in the list of his sons. Jonah was the wrong guy. He pleaded with God to send 
someone else to Nineveh. And then there was Moses. When God spoke to Moses through the burning 
bush, He told Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. Moses replied back in Exodus 3:11, “Who am I that I 
should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” Seriously! Who was he? Who was David? Who was Jonah? 
Who am I? I tell you who we are—we’re the wrong guys! 
 The truth is that God picks the wrong guys like it’s His job! Why? Maybe it’s because God’s glory 
shines the brightest when He works through our weakness. How could I possibly take credit for anything 
good that comes out of this adventure? I can’t. It would be undeserved.  
 Chances are that a lot of you might feel unworthy or unqualified to do great things for God. Good! 
God is looking for someone like you. If you haven’t already, I hope you find the courage to ask God a 
crazy question like, “What’s next?” I hope you hear God calling you to do some hair-raising, white-
knuckled, monumentally big and bold things. And when you’re finished hyperventilating, I hope you find 
the courage to say, “Yes.”  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and Creator 
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Dealing with Difficult Kids 
 
If you’re like a lot of other small group leaders, when you signed up for the job, you may have imagined 
yourself pouring out wisdom to a group of kids as they sat in wide-eyed wonder of everything you said. 
They laughed when they were supposed to laugh, they talked when they were supposed to talk, and they 
followed your instructions without deviation. But if you’ve been on the job for any length of time, you know 
that’s pure fantasy. The truth is that most kids are very well-behaved most of the time, but there’s always 
one! You know the one I’m talking about. You might even be picturing their face right now. If your heart 
rate is beginning to rise, take a deep breath. Here are a few tips to help you keep difficult kids from 
wreaking havoc on your group:  
 
Don’t hesitate to separate kids. If you have two kids in your group nicknamed “Dynamite” and “Fire,” 
don’t sit them next to each other! Some kids just make lethal combinations and when put together, they 
lose all ability to control their behavior. Simply ask one of the kids to move so they’re no longer seated 
together.  

Have a consistent set of consequences. Having consequences for misbehavior is a way of creating 
boundaries. Kids love boundaries. In fact, they thrive when trusted adults create and enforce boundaries. 
State the consequences ahead of time so that all of the kids are aware of them. You might use something 
like the “3 Strikes” rule. Work with your ministry leaders to determine what the different strikes mean or 
find out if there’s already an established set of consequences for your ministry.  

Include the parents in the problem. No one knows the kids in your group better than their parents do. 
Not only can the parents give you insight into the source of the problem, they can probably help you fix it 
as well. Talk to your ministry leader ahead of time to find out if there’s any way he or she can assist you 
with that conversation.  

Don’t be afraid that they’ll stop liking you. A lot of small group leaders have a fear that if they enforce 
boundaries, their kids will no longer like them. Actually, it’s the exact opposite. When you create and 
enforce boundaries, kids will respect you. And the more they respect you, the more they’ll like you. You 
might be surprised to find out that the kids you have the closest relationship with are often the ones 
you’ve had to discipline the most. 
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“MAD PROPS” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: It’s so good to see you all again! Welcome back to the 2nd week of “Mad Props.” Today, we’re going 
to talk about having courage in scary situations, but first, I want to play a quick game with you. 
 
Directions: Hold up a tennis ball (or other random object) for the kids to see. Tell the kids to imagine all 
of the things that the ball could be other than a ball. To get them started, hold the ball over one eye and 
tell the kids it’s a giant green eyeball. Have the kids take turns holding the tennis ball and showing 
everyone what else it could be. Challenge the group to come up with as many ideas as possible. When 
finished, ask the kids the following questions: 
 
Question: Who is the most courageous person you know? What makes him or her so courageous? 
 
Question: What is the most courageous thing you’ve ever done? 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. Why do you think Moses was afraid to talk to Pharaoh?  
2. If you were Moses and God promised to be with you, do you think you would have had the 

courage to confront Pharaoh? Why or why not? 
 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. If you were Moses and God promised to be with you, do you think you would have had the 

courage to confront Pharaoh? Why or why not? 
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A PICTURE OF COURAGE (Application Activity) 
Say: In today’s story, God asked Moses to do something really hard and scary, but Moses lacked the 
courage to do it. Right now we’re going to do an activity that will help us think about some of the really 
hard things that God wants us to do, and then we’re going to talk about why we can have the courage to 
do those things. 
 
Directions: Give every child in your group one piece of paper. Place the box of markers or crayons in the 
middle of the group. Tell the kids to think of something difficult that God might want them to do. It could be 
something like standing up to a friend who wants them to do something they know is wrong. Ask them not 
to tell anyone else in the group what they’re thinking of just yet. Once they have something in mind, tell 
them to draw a picture of it. When they’ve had enough time to finish their drawings, choose one child to 
go first. Have her show her drawing to the rest of the kids who will then try to determine what God wants 
her to do. After everyone has registered a guess, have the child who drew the picture say what the 
answer is and talk about why that’s difficult for her. Afterwards, ask the group what they could say or do to 
give them the courage to follow God in that situation. Repeat the above instructions until everyone has 
had a chance to share their drawing.  
 
Say: Imagine you were asked to play in a soccer tournament at your school. You and some other kids 
from your class would have to compete against a bunch of other teams. There’s just one catch. All of the 
other teams are made up of kids who are 2 and 3 years older than you. Would you be nervous? Do you 
think you could win the tournament? Why or why not?  
 
Now imagine that the world’s best soccer player was going to fly in to be on your team. Would that 
change how you feel? Would that give you any more courage?  
 
That’s kind of how it is with God. Sometimes God asks us to do some things that can make us nervous 
and take a lot of courage. We just need to remember that God is always with us. Our all-powerful, all-
knowing, and all-loving God can help us do what He asks.  
 
 
BIBLE VERSE TIC-TAC-TOE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: Using tape, create a tic-tac-toe board on the floor in the middle of the group. The squares should 
be large enough to fit an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper. 
 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. When everyone is ready, turn the sign over so they can 
no longer read it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 
 Younger Kids: “I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.”  
   Joshua 1:9 (NIrV) 
 
 Older Kids: “Here is what I am commanding you to do. Be strong and brave. Do not be 

terrified. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you 
everywhere you go.” Joshua 1:9 (NIrV) 
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Divide your group into two teams. Give one team the “X” papers and the other team the “O” papers. 
Decide which team will go first. Choose one kid from that team to recite the verse. If she does so 
successfully, allow her to place her team’s letter on any open square. If she is unable to recite the verse, 
her team may not place their letter on the board. Next, give the other team a turn. Continue playing until 
one team has filled three spaces in a row (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) with their letters or until every 
space on the board has been filled. If there are still kids who haven’t had a turn, play another round.  
 
Question: Now that you have that verse memorized, can you tell me what it means to you? 
 
Question: If God is all-powerful and He promises to be with us wherever we go, why do you think we still 
get scared sometimes when we’re trying to do the right thing? 
 
 
PRAYER KNOT (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Tell your group to get in a tight circle, standing shoulder to shoulder. Tell everyone to reach 
into the circle with their right hand and grab the hand of someone across the circle. Next, tell everyone to 
reach into the circle with their left hand and grab a different person’s hand. It’s important that everyone is 
holding the hands of two different people. Challenge your group to untangle themselves and make a 
circle without breaking the chain of hands. Consider the age and abilities of your group when determining 
how much help to give them.  
 
Once your group is in a circle and holding hands, have them take a seat. Choose a kid in the circle to 
share their name and a prayer request. Everyone should listen carefully to the request, but encourage the 
two kids on either side of her to pay special attention. Those two kids should remember her request and 
pray for her over the coming week. Continue around the circle sharing requests. Finish by closing in a 
group prayer.  
 

Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
“Mad Props” Community 
Builder 

Tennis ball 1 per group  

A Picture of Courage Paper 1 sheet per kid Use plain 8½ x 11 white 
paper. 

 Markers or crayons 1–2 boxes per 
group 

 

Bible Verse Tic-Tac-Toe Bible verse card 1 per group See Resource Folder. Print 
on 8½ x 11 cardstock. 

 Tic-Tac-Toe X&O cards 1 set per group See Resource Folder. Print 
on 8½ x 11 cardstock. 

 Masking or painter’s 
tape 

1 roll Used to create a tic-tac-toe 
board on the floor. 

 


