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Mad Props 
Moses: The Burning Bush 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is always with me, so I can have the courage to do what 
He asks. 

 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 3:1–7:13 
 

KEY VERSE: “Here is what I am commanding you to do. Be strong and 
brave. Do not be terrified. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord 
your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1:9 
(NIrV) 

 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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A little while back I was beginning to feel an unsettled stirring in my heart. After many months of 

thought and prayer, I was just starting to feel like God had a new adventure for me. I felt like it was big, 
but I really had no idea what it could be. So I said a prayer—one of those dangerous sorts of prayers. In 
retrospect, I only suggest you say this prayer if you’re seriously ready to have God rock your world! I said 
to God, “What’s next?”  
 Later that night I was working on a home project when God said very loudly and clearly, “Quit 
what you’re doing and start the GO! curriculum!” How do I know it was God’s voice? I knew it because the 
voice was big and bold and it was telling me to do scary and exciting and Kingdom rocking things. My 
voice doesn’t do that. My voice tells me to do small and safe and comfort preserving things. In fact, my 
small, safe voice was quick to answer God by saying, “You’ve got the wrong guy!” And I wasn’t just being 
modest. I really believed God had actually dialed the wrong number. But here is how I heard God answer 
me back, “I know you’re the wrong guy. That’s why I picked you.” BAM! In my face! How do I argue with 
that? 
 Shortly thereafter, God reminded me of all the other “wrong guys” He had picked. David was the 
wrong guy. His dad thought the idea of David leading the nation of Israel was so laughable, he forgot to 
even mention him in the list of his sons. Jonah was the wrong guy. He pleaded with God to send 
someone else to Nineveh. And then there was Moses. When God spoke to Moses through the burning 
bush, He told Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. Moses replied back in Exodus 3:11, “Who am I that I 
should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” Seriously! Who was he? Who was David? Who was Jonah? 
Who am I? I tell you who we are—we’re the wrong guys! 
 The truth is that God picks the wrong guys like it’s His job! Why? Maybe it’s because God’s glory 
shines the brightest when He works through our weakness. How could I possibly take credit for anything 
good that comes out of this adventure? I can’t. It would be undeserved.  
 Chances are that a lot of you might feel unworthy or unqualified to do great things for God. Good! 
God is looking for someone like you. If you haven’t already, I hope you find the courage to ask God a 
crazy question like, “What’s next?” I hope you hear God calling you to do some hair-raising, white-
knuckled, monumentally big and bold things. And when you’re finished hyperventilating, I hope you find 
the courage to say, “Yes.”  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and Creator 
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Using Props Effectively 
 
Telling a story is great. Showing a story is even better! Well-used props can give a third dimension to a 
two dimensional story. They help stories come alive. They add interest and intrigue. More than that, they 
help cement a story or lesson into the minds of the audience. Poorly used props, on the other hand, can 
bring your lesson down like the flaming Hindenburg! Here are a few tips on how to achieve the former and 
avoid the latter: 

Choose props that are relevant to the message. The GO! curriculum will often suggest different props. 
If you think of a prop that you want to introduce on your own, be sure that it contributes to the objective of 
the lesson.  

In most situations, keep the props out of sight until it’s time to use them. Props are kind of like 
tigers during a magic show. Let them out at just the right time and they’re sure to wow the audience. Let 
them wander around for the entire show and they’ll devour an audience member! Interesting props, left in 
plain sight, can easily devour the attention of a kid. 

Don’t let live tigers loose in the room. I think we adequately covered that one in the previous bullet 
point. More than that, though, be sure that all of your props are safe around kids. If your intro into the prop 
goes something like this, “God is kind of like this hand grenade,” please reconsider your choice of props. 

Organize your props ahead of time. Make sure your props are easy to get to. If you’re using multiple 
props, organize them so you can quickly grab the right prop at the right time. Does your prop require 
some set-up? If so, set it up ahead of time. The transition from words to props should be quick and 
seamless.  
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“Mad Props” is an off-the-wall prop-filled adventure through the story of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt. 
There’s just one problem. The story props have gone totally, completely, 100% mad! They’re all mixed up 
and hidden in one of 4 different prop boxes. Throughout the story, kids will get to vote for one of the 
boxes. Whatever silly prop is inside will then be used to help tell the story. Through it all, kids will see how 
God did some of the most out-of-this-world, amazing things you could ever imagine through a man 
named Moses. 
 

 
 

• Print out the 4 numbered “Prop Box Signs” and tape one to each of the 4 cardboard boxes. Place 
the boxes in order on a table in the teaching area. 

• Put one of the 4 story props in each of the boxes. You can use the suggested story props, or you 
can use whatever other props you would like. Today’s suggested story props are: 

o Slinky 
o Boa 
o Baby blanket 
o Rubber chicken 

• Print the “Flame Cutout” on 8½ x 11 cardstock. (See Resource Folder.) Cut it out with scissors 
and fold along the dotted line so that the flame stands up. Place the “Flame Cutout” in the 
teaching area. 

• A table to set the flame and prop on during the lesson. 
• Place the 8-foot-long 2x4 in the teaching area. Be sure that it’s easy to access, but not in the way. 
• Print out the “Fear,” “Not Good Enough” and “Problem” signs and place them in the Large Group 

Leader’s prop box. 
• Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out the 

appropriate materials for each of those stations. Print out a GO! Home Guide for each child. See 
the GO! Guide for more details on the Reflect and Respond Stations. 
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CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  PLAY “Mad Props Intro Video” 
 
MAD PROPS INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone! I’m so glad you’re all here for the second week of “Mad Props”! 
Does anyone remember what a prop is? (Take answers.) That’s right! A prop is an object that you use to 
help tell a story. There’s just one problem. During “Mad Props,” the props have gone totally, completely, 
100% mad! (Stand behind the 4 prop boxes.) They’re all mixed up and hidden in these boxes. During the 
story, I’ll have you vote for one of the boxes, then I’ll use whatever random prop is inside to tell the story. 
We’ll find out what kind of crazy props are in the boxes in just a little bit, but first, I want to ask you all a 
question. What is one of the scariest things you’ve ever done? (Take answers from several kids.) 
 
Wow! Those were some pretty scary things, but it sounds like you found the courage to do them. In 
today’s part of the Big Bible Story, God asks Moses to do something really scary. I mean really scary! I’m 
talking about “shaking in your boots” kind of scary! I’m talking about “jump into your bed and pull the 
covers over your head” kind of scary! In today’s story, we’re going to see how God asked Moses to stand 
up to the biggest, baddest bully in the whole world! Let’s get the story started by playing “Mad Props”! 
 

Ahead of time, place each random prop inside of one of the 4 prop boxes. This week’s 
suggested props are: a slinky, boa, baby blanket and a rubber chicken. When indicated 
below, have the kids vote for one of the boxes, then reveal the prop inside. Use that prop 
as if it were the items in that part of the story. After illustrating how to creatively use the 
first prop, consider choosing 3 kids to act out the story with the remaining props. The 
lesson below gives suggestions for how to use the props, but feel free to get creative. 

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH 
Prop Box #1: (Have the kids vote for one of the prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) After fleeing from 
Pharaoh into the desert, Moses was caring for some sheep near Mount Sinai. (Pet prop like it’s a sheep.) 
As he approached the mountain, Moses saw a bush on fire. (Set prop on table and put the flame cutout 
on or behind it.) But strangely the bush wasn’t burning up. Moses couldn’t believe what he was seeing. 
So he walked closer to get a better look. (Approach prop from afar.) 
 
As Moses approached, God called to Him from the middle of the burning bush. Moses replied, “Here I 
am.” God warned Moses not to come any closer. He told Moses to take off his sandals because he was 
standing on holy ground. (Take off shoes.) Then God said, “I have seen what Pharaoh has done to my 
people and I have heard their cries for help. I want you to talk to Pharaoh and demand that he let my 
people go!”  
 
Prop Box #2: (Have the kids vote for one of the remaining prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) Moses said 
to God, “Who am I to lead the Israelites out of Egypt? Besides, what if Pharaoh won’t listen to me?” God 
replied back to Moses, “I will be with you. And If Pharaoh won’t listen, then I will show him signs of my 
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power.” God told Moses to take his shepherd’s staff and throw it on the ground. (Throw prop on ground. 
Make it slither and hiss during next sentence.) As soon as the shepherd’s staff hit the ground, it started to 
slither and hiss. Moses jumped back in disbelief. (Jump back from prop.) God had turned the staff into a 
snake. “When Pharaoh sees my power,” God said, “He will let my people go.”  
 
Still, Moses struggled to find the courage he needed, so he pleaded with God to send someone else. God 
became upset with Moses and said, “All right, then. Talk to your brother, Aaron. He can do the talking 
instead.” 
 
Prop Box #3: (Have the kids vote for one of the remaining prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) So Moses 
and his brother, Aaron, gathered all of their belongings and traveled back to Egypt. (Gather up prop.) God 
was with them the whole time. When they arrived, Aaron and Moses confronted Pharaoh. They told him, 
“The Lord, the God of Israel, says: Let my people go.” Pharaoh said, “I don’t believe in this God of yours, 
so why should I listen to him?” And instead of letting the Israelites go, Pharaoh made life a lot worse for 
them. 
 
(Hold prop out like it’s a message.) The next day Pharaoh sent a message to the Egyptian slave drivers. 
(Read prop like it’s a message.) “Do not supply any more straw for making bricks. Make the people get it 
themselves.” Now the Israelites had to do twice as much work. (Swing prop like a whip.) And the slave 
drivers beat them because they couldn’t make the bricks fast enough. 
 
Prop Box #4: (Reveal the prop from the final box.) So, Aaron and Moses went back to Pharaoh for a 
second time to demand that he let their people go. Pharaoh said, “If it really is your God who says this, 
then show me a miracle.” Just as God had instructed, Aaron threw his staff on the ground. (Throw prop 
on ground.) And just like before, the staff began to slither and hiss and it turned into a snake right before 
their eyes. (Make prop slither and hiss.) 
 
Pharaoh seemed unimpressed, though. He called in his own magicians who threw down their staffs. 
(Throw down one of the previous props.) And just like Aaron’s staff, the magician’s staffs began to slither 
and hiss. (Make previous prop slither and hiss.) Their staffs turned into snakes too. But God was with 
Aaron and Moses and He would not be outdone! Aaron’s staff slithered over to the other two staffs and 
with a quick strike it attacked and swallowed up the magicians’ staffs. (Make prop #4 strike at the 
previous prop.) But even after that, Pharaoh still refused to let the Israelites go. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

When finished, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following 
questions: For Younger Kids: Why do you think Moses was afraid to talk to 
Pharaoh? If you were Moses and God promised to be with you, do you think you 
would have had the courage to confront Pharaoh? Why or why not? For Older 
Kids: What do you think this story teaches us about God? If you were Moses and 
God promised to be with you, do you think you would have had the courage to 
confront Pharaoh? Why or why not? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to 
the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
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VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
GOD IS WITH US 
During our story, did you notice how Moses struggled to find the courage to do what God told him? Why 
do you think that is? (Take a few answers from kids.) Those are some good answers. The truth is, we 
don’t really know. It seems like Moses just didn’t have the courage to do what God asked, so he had his 
brother, Aaron, do it instead.  
 
So what about you? Do you have the courage to do what God asks? I know He’s not asking you to 
confront the Pharaoh, but He still asks you to do some pretty tough things. In fact, I’d love to hear your 
ideas. What are some things you think God asks us to do today?  
 

Take some answers from the kids. Here are some additional answers that you may want 
to suggest if they’re not mentioned by the kids: Being honest even when you know you’ll 
get into trouble. Standing up for someone even if you know you could get picked on too. 
Sitting by a new kid at the lunch table even if it makes you nervous. Telling other kids 
about Jesus even if you are shy. 

 
Great answers! Some of these things are really hard to do. But here’s the great thing—we don’t have to 
do it alone. When Moses was afraid to confront Pharaoh, God told him, “I will be with you.” And it’s the 
same for us—God is with us all the time, wherever we go. In fact, that’s exactly what the Bible tells us. 
(Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Joshua 1:9. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and 
assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while 
the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “Here is what I am commanding you to do. Be strong and brave. Do not be 

terrified. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere 
you go.” Joshua 1:9  

 
YOU CAN LEAN ON GOD 
Isn’t that amazing? God is with us everywhere! There isn’t a moment that goes by that He isn’t right there 
by our side. Sometimes God asks us to do some pretty tough things, but He’s always right there with us, 
helping us do it. Here, let me show you what I’m talking about.  
 

Choose four volunteers to come up to the stage. Lay an 8-foot-long 2x4 on the ground 
across the length of the teaching area. The 2x4 will serve as a balance beam for one of 
the kids to cross. Spread the other 3 volunteers across the balance beam, facing the 
audience so that they serve as obstacles on the beam. Give each of the “obstacle” kids 
one of three signs to hold: “fear,” “not good enough,” and “problem.” Place them in that 
order. Tell the remaining kid that he must travel from one end of the balance beam to the 
other without falling off. The “obstacle” kids may not move or help out in any way. Allow 
the kid one or two attempts to get around the obstacles without falling off. They won’t be 
able to do it. Then tell the kid that you will help him. On the next attempt, give the kid one 
of your arms for balance or allow the kid to lean on you so that he can get around the first 
two obstacles— “fear” and “not good enough.” When he reaches the third obstacle, 
“problem,” remove the obstacle from the balance beam allowing the kid to pass by with 
no trouble. Prompt the audience to applaud and dismiss the volunteers. 
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I gave our volunteer a pretty hard job, didn’t I? In fact, it was so hard that he simply couldn’t do it by 
himself. But he didn’t have to. I was there to help him. You know—it’s kind of like that with God. 
Sometimes God gives us some pretty hard things to do, but He’s right there with us the whole time. If we 
lean on God, He can help us to get around our “fears.” He can help us get around the feeling that we’re 
“not good enough.” And sometimes, God will even completely remove a “problem” out of our way. 
Whenever God asks us to do something, we can have courage because He’s always right there to help 
us along the way. Unfortunately, that’s something Moses forgot, but we don’t have to make that same 
mistake. If God is asking you to do something that’s kind of tough, stop and talk to Him about it. He can 
give you the courage.  
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond 
Stations will be available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them 
they are free to respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them, but if they 
need suggestions, some of the stations will give them ideas for how to pray, write, or 
draw. Give each child one “GO! Home” sheet and instruct them to take it with them to the 
stations. Place small group leaders at the different stations to quietly help the kids. The 
stations listed below are just the ones that have prompts that are specific to today’s 
lesson. For more instructions on how the Reflect and Respond Stations work as well as a 
full list of possible stations, see the “GO! Guide.”  

 
CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
Sound:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music  
 
 

 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Think of something you need the courage to do. Write a prayer to God asking 
Him to give you the courage to do it. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Write a letter telling God how thankful you are that He is always with you. Tell 
Him about some times that you need to be reminded that He is by your side. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Exodus chapter 3. Write to God your favorite part of the story. 
Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of Moses and the burning bush. Below it, write the words, “God is 
always with me, so I can have the courage to do what He asks.” 
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  What you need:                          Amount           Note: 
Cardboard boxes 4 Needs to be big enough to hold the story props 
Prop Box signs 1 set See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 paper 

and tape one sign to each of the four boxes. 
Story props 4 Today’s suggested story props are: slinky, boa, 

baby blanket, and rubber chicken. But you can 
use any props you want. See lesson for more 
details. 

Flame cutout 1 See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 paper 
and cut out. 

8 foot long 2 x 4 1 Used as a balance beam during the lesson. 
Obstacle signs 1 set See Resource Folder. There are 3 signs: “Fear,” 

“Not Good Enough,” and “Problem.” Print ahead 
of time on 8½ x 11 cardstock.   

Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “Beautiful 
Day” by Jamie Grace. Available for purchase 
through iTunes or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 

 See Resource Folder. Download ahead of time 
and place in media presentation software such 
as PowerPoint, Media Shout, or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the Worship songs that your 
ministry enjoys singing and simply drop them into 
your media presentation software along with the 
GO! media. 

Reflect and Respond Station 
materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like to 
include for this week and gather the appropriate 
materials. See the “GO! Guide” for more 
instructions. 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 8½ 
x 11 paper. 

 


