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Mad Props 
Moses: The Red Sea and Wilderness 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is giving, so we can be thankful without complaining. 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 13:17–17:7 

KEY VERSE:  “Do everything without grumbling or arguing.” Philippians 
2:14 (NIV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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One day while getting off of the bus in the 5th grade, my brother and I could tell that something 

was up. Our parents were already home and waiting for us halfway down the street. This wasn’t normal. 
Why weren’t they at work? When we asked what was up, they simply told us they had taken off work that 
day and had a “date day.” We weren’t buying it; something still seemed weird. As we approached the 
house and headed for the front door my mom corrected our course. “Hey, why don’t you head this way,” 
she said, directing us toward the back yard. “Your dad and I have something to show you.” To my 
memory, I think my brother and I let out a “no way!” at the very same time. Our parents had given us a 
trampoline! This might seem like a small thing to a lot of people, but not to a 5th grade boy! We dropped 
our backpacks in the middle of the yard and tore off toward the new toy. We jumped on that thing for 
years and had some of the most wonderful times. In fact, I even led a friend to Jesus on that trampoline. 
We had some amazing times, because of an amazing gift. And for that, I will always be thankful.  

When I remember how my parents gave us such an amazing gift, I am reminded of the words of 
Jesus, “If you… know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good gifts…” (Matthew 7:11). Whether it’s something that simply brings us joy (like the trampoline did 
for me) or something that meets one of our many needs, our God is a God that gives generously. 
 
 
John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 
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Dealing with Difficult Kids 
 
If you’re like a lot of other small group leaders, when you signed up for the job, you may have imagined 
yourself pouring out wisdom to a group of kids as they sat in wide-eyed wonder of everything you said. 
They laughed when they were supposed to laugh, they talked when they were supposed to talk, and they 
followed your instructions without deviation. But if you’ve been on the job for any length of time, you know 
that’s pure fantasy. The truth is that most kids are very well-behaved most of the time, but there’s always 
one! You know the one I’m talking about. You might even be picturing their face right now. If your heart 
rate is beginning to rise, take a deep breath. Here are a few tips to help you keep difficult kids from 
wreaking havoc on your group:  
 
Don’t hesitate to separate kids. If you have two kids in your group nicknamed “Dynamite” and “Fire,” 
don’t sit them next to each other! Some kids just make lethal combinations and when put together, they 
lose all ability to control their behavior. Simply ask one of the kids to move so they’re no longer seated 
together.  

Have a consistent set of consequences. Having consequences for misbehavior is a way of creating 
boundaries. Kids love boundaries. In fact, they thrive when trusted adults create and enforce boundaries. 
State the consequences ahead of time so that all of the kids are aware of them. You might use something 
like the “3 Strikes” rule. Work with your ministry leaders to determine what the different strikes mean or 
find out if there’s already an established set of consequences for your ministry.  

Include the parents in the problem. No one knows the kids in your group better than their parents do. 
Not only can the parents give you insight into the source of the problem, they can probably help you fix it 
as well. Talk to your ministry leader ahead of time to find out if there’s any way he or she can assist you 
with that conversation.  

Don’t be afraid that they’ll stop liking you. A lot of small group leaders have a fear that if they enforce 
boundaries, their kids will no longer like them. Actually, it’s the exact opposite. When you create and 
enforce boundaries, kids will respect you. And the more they respect you, the more they’ll like you. You 
might be surprised to find out that the kids you have the closest relationship with are often the ones 
you’ve had to discipline the most. 
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“MAD PROPS” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Hello everybody! Can you believe it? Today is our very last day of “Mad Props.” Don’t worry, though! 
We have one more “Mad Props” story to go and it’s a great one! We’re going to hear how God did 
something incredible for the Israelites, but they still complained. Before we get to that story, let’s play our 
“Mad Props” game one more time. 
 
Directions: Hold up a Slinky® (or other random object) for the kids to see. Tell the kids to imagine all of 
the things that the Slinky® could be other than a Slinky®. To get them started, hold the Slinky® over your 
nose and stretch it out like an elephant trunk. Have the kids take turns holding the Slinky® and showing 
everyone what else it could be. Challenge the group to come up with as many ideas as possible. When 
finished, ask the kids the following question: 
 
Question: What are some of the things you complain about the most? (Optional: have your kids say what 
it is in their whiniest voice.)  
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. In what ways were you able to see God taking care of His people in this story? 
2. If you were Moses, how would you have felt when the people were complaining? Why? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. Why do you think God continued to take care of His people even though they were complaining? 

Look up Deuteronomy 6:7 to see the answer. 
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THANKFULNESS COLLAGE (Application Activity) 
Say: In our story for today, God provided for the Israelites in a huge way when He divided the Red Sea 
and helped them escape the Egyptian army. But it wasn’t long before they forgot these amazing acts of 
God and began to worry and complain. Sometimes when we complain, it’s because we forget about all of 
the amazing things that God has already done for us and given us. We’re going to spend some time 
remembering different things we have to be thankful for by making a “Thankfulness” collage.  
 
Directions: Place a poster board or butcher block paper in the middle of your group. Spread out the 
magazines provided among the kids. Tell them to search through the magazines for pictures, words or 
sentences that represent what they’re thankful for. When they find something, they can cut it out with 
scissors and paste it to the poster board with a glue stick. When enough time has passed or when there 
are enough things on the board(s), gather your kids back together and ask them to point out what they 
found. Ask them why they are thankful for the things they put on the poster board or paper. When 
finished, ask the following questions: 
 
Question: Is there anything else that you’re thankful for that’s not already on the board? 
 
Question: If you think about these things a lot more, do you think it would help you to stop complaining? 
Why or why not? 
 
Optional Modification: Instead of cutting out pictures and words from magazines, lay the poster board in 
the middle of the group and have the kids create a “Thankfulness Collage” by simply using markers or 
crayons to draw and write about the things they’re thankful for.  
 
 
BIBLE BODY MOTIONS (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing.” Philippians 2:14 (NIV) 
 
Tell your group they have to work together to come up with motions for the verse using their body. The 
activity will take place over 3 rounds. Each round will involve a different part of the body. For each round, 
call on kids one at a time and ask for their suggestions. When they’re ready, flip the Bible verse card over 
and have the group repeat the verse several times using the motions. When finished, move on to the next 
round. See below for the list of rounds: 
 
Round 1: Hand motions 
Round 2: Foot motions 
Round 3: Head motions 
 
Question: Our Bible verse says that we should do everything without grumbling or arguing. Do you think 
it would be possible for you to never grumble or agrue? What would you have to do to make that 
possible?  
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INTO THE HANDS OF GOD (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a blank piece of paper and a marker or crayon. Tell them to trace 
their hand onto the paper. At the top, have the kids write “God’s Hand.” For younger kids, you may want 
to help them with the spelling.  
 
Say: When you put something into God’s hands, it means that you trust He’ll help you with it and you stop 
worrying or feeling guilty about it. Right now, we’re going to think through some things that worry us. Write 
down or draw a picture of something that is worrying you inside of the hand.  
 
Directions: When kids are finished writing or drawing, encourage them to share with each other what 
they put into God’s hands. When finished, open your group in prayer. Invite kids who are comfortable to 
pray aloud and to hand over their requests to God. Afterwards, encourage the kids to continue praying for 
themselves and each other throughout the next week.  
 

Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
“Mad Props” Community 
Builder 

Slinky® 1 per group 
 

Thankfulness Collage Magazines 1 per every 1–2 
kids 

Choose magazines that 
have age-appropriate 
images. 

 Poster board 1 per every 6–8 
kids 

Optional substitution: 
butcher block paper  

 Glue sticks 1 per kid  

 Optional: markers or 
crayons 

1–2 boxes per 
group 

See “Optional Modification” 
in the small group lesson for 
details. 

Bible Body Motions Bible verse card 1 per group See Resource Folder. Print 
on 8½ x 11 cardstock. 

Into the Hands of God Blank paper 1 sheet per kid  
 Markers 1 per kid  

 


