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Mad Props 
Moses: Passover 
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Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is our rescuer, so I can choose to follow Him. 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 11–13 

KEY VERSE: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23 (NIV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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A while ago the power went out at our house. It is always fun and exciting for about the first 5 

minutes...then it becomes difficult and annoying. The flashlights are never in their designated 
“emergency” location so I fumble around trying to find them. I can't fix dinner with our electric stove, oven, 
or microwave so we eat cold pizza and green beans. The electronics lose their battery power so we try to 
work on a puzzle in the candlelight, the clocks have stopped working so we lose track of time, and 
eventually (after a few hours) we realize there is nothing to do in the dark but eat all the ice cream that’s 
melting in the freezer and go to sleep. 

Exodus 10:21, 23 says, “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward the sky so 
that darkness will spread over Egypt—darkness that can be felt.’ No one could see anyone else or leave 
his place for three days. Yet, the Israelites had light in the places where they lived.” The words “darkness 
that can be felt” really struck me. It made me realize that for three days the Egyptians had no light—not 
from the sun, moon, or stars. They were stuck inside their homes trying to fix meals, take care of the 
children, work, and entertain themselves all while in complete darkness; a darkness so thick they could 
feel it. I imagine that after three days, they felt more than just the darkness. I imagine they felt banged-up, 
hungry, mad at each other, and going crazy from boredom. At least that is how I have felt after a few 
hours with no electricity!  

The Lord sent this plague as a reminder of what it is like to live in separation from God. I believe 
there’s darkness in this world that is so thick you can feel it. But we don’t have to live in that darkness. 
John 8:12 says, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me 
will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’" (NAS) Jesus is the LIGHT OF LIFE and we 
do not have to fumble our way around here on earth. We have the privilege of not suffering in the 
darkness because Jesus suffered for us and now we can receive the gift of eternal life in the LIGHT. Next 
time the power goes out, I’ll take a moment to be thankful that I know the one true Light!  

 
 

Mindy Rausch 
GO! Team Member 
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Dealing with Difficult Kids 
 
If you’re like a lot of other small group leaders, when you signed up for the job, you may have imagined 
yourself pouring out wisdom to a group of kids as they sat in wide-eyed wonder of everything you said. 
They laughed when they were supposed to laugh, they talked when they were supposed to talk, and they 
followed your instructions without deviation. But if you’ve been on the job for any length of time, you know 
that’s pure fantasy. The truth is that most kids are very well-behaved most of the time, but there’s always 
one! You know the one I’m talking about. You might even be picturing their face right now. If your heart 
rate is beginning to rise, take a deep breath. Here are a few tips to help you keep difficult kids from 
wreaking havoc on your group:  
 
Don’t hesitate to separate kids. If you have two kids in your group nicknamed “Dynamite” and “Fire,” 
don’t sit them next to each other! Some kids just make lethal combinations and when put together, they 
lose all ability to control their behavior. Simply ask one of the kids to move so they’re no longer seated 
together.  

Have a consistent set of consequences. Having consequences for misbehavior is a way of creating 
boundaries. Kids love boundaries. In fact, they thrive when trusted adults create and enforce boundaries. 
State the consequences ahead of time so that all of the kids are aware of them. You might use something 
like the “3 Strikes” rule. Work with your ministry leaders to determine what the different strikes mean or 
find out if there’s already an established set of consequences for your ministry.  

Include the parents in the problem. No one knows the kids in your group better than their parents do. 
Not only can the parents give you insight into the source of the problem, they can probably help you fix it 
as well. Talk to your ministry leader ahead of time to find out if there’s any way he or she can assist you 
with that conversation.  

Don’t be afraid that they’ll stop liking you. A lot of small group leaders have a fear that if they enforce 
boundaries, their kids will no longer like them. Actually, it’s the exact opposite. When you create and 
enforce boundaries, kids will respect you. And the more they respect you, the more they’ll like you. You 
might be surprised to find out that the kids you have the closest relationship with are often the ones 
you’ve had to discipline the most. 
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“MAD PROPS” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Hello everybody! I’m super excited that you’re all back for another week of “Mad Props.” Today 
we’re going to use all kinds of crazy props to tell the story of the first Passover and we’re going to see 
how the Israelites finally left Egypt in a big hurry. But first, let’s play another round of our “Mad Props” 
game. 
 
Directions: Hold up a roll of toilet paper (or other random object) for the kids to see. Tell the kids to 
imagine all of the things that the toilet paper could be other than toilet paper. To get them started, unravel 
a strip and put it around your head like a bandana. Have the kids take turns holding the toilet paper and 
showing everyone what else it could be. Challenge the group to come up with as many ideas as possible. 
When finished, ask the kids the following questions: 
 
Question: If you had to move out of your house in a hurry and could only take three things with you, what 
would you take?  
 
Question: Have you ever moved before? How did you feel about going to a new place? 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of that story? Why? 
2. In today’s story, the Passover lamb had to be perfect. How is that similar to Jesus?  

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. In what ways do you see similarities between the Passover lamb and Jesus? 
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SALVATION DISCUSSION (Application Activity) 
Ask: Can anyone remember what the similarities were between the story of the Passover and our 
salvation through Jesus? (People are slaves, people are facing death, people needed a perfect sacrifice, 
and Jesus is like the Passover lamb.) 
 
Share: Tell the kids in your group how you came to ask Jesus into your heart—in other words, how you 
became a Christian. Try to keep it around a few minutes and use age-appropriate details. You can use 
the guide below as a template for your story. 
 

• (BC) Where were you spiritually before becoming a Christian? What were you like? What made 
you think about following Jesus? 

• (The Cross) What did you learn that finally helped you to ask Jesus into your heart? How did you 
go about saying the prayer?  

• (AD) How did your life begin to change after becoming a Christian?  
 
Question: Did anyone ask Jesus into their heart for the first time today? (If someone says “yes,” 
celebrate that decision and ask if they would like to share any details.) 
 
Question: Is there anyone here who has already asked Jesus into their heart in the past? How did it 
happen for you? 
 
 
PASSOVER RELAY (Application Activity) 
Set up: During the following activity, small groups will compete against each other in a relay race. Ahead 
of time, use tape to create one long starting line and one long finish line. At the finish line, place one bowl 
for each team with broken, bite-size pieces of matzo bread. Each bowl should have enough pieces of 
matzo so that every kid gets one piece. At the starting line, place a large shirt, large pair of sandals, and 
walking stick for each team. 
 
Directions: Have each team line up separately behind the starting line in a single file line. If the teams 
are uneven, feel free to spread some of the kids out between teams. On “go,” the first kid in each line will 
have to put on the shirt, tuck the front of the shirt into their pants, put the sandals on their feet, pick up the 
walking stick and run to their bowl of matzo bread. When they reach the bowl, they will have to quickly eat 
one piece of matzo bread and run back. Upon returning, they will then remove the articles of clothing and 
hand them to the next kid in line who will repeat the previous steps. Continue until every kid has had a 
turn. The first team to have everyone finish is the winner. In the end, announce the winning team and 
then dismiss groups to continue with the following discussion.  
 
Say: In today’s story, we heard about the first ever Passover. After the first Passover, God wanted the 
Israelites to hold a special Passover meal each year to remember how God rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt. The game we just played is very similar to the instructions God gave the Israelites for the Passover 
meal. Let me show you what I mean. 
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Directions: Open your Bible to Exodus 12:11 and 15. Read the verses aloud. Afterwards, ask the 
following questions: 
 
Question: What similarities did you notice between the game and the verses we just read? 
 
Question: It sounds like God wanted the Israelites to be ready to move fast. Why do you think God gave 
those instructions?  
 
BIBLE BERSERKO (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says:  

 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus  
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 (NIV) 

 
When everyone is ready, turn the sign over so they can no longer read it. Choose a kid in your group to 
roll the dice. Depending on the number they roll, have the entire group recite the verse together in the 
style that corresponds with the list below. If someone rolls a 6, allow them to make up their own style. 
When finished, hand the dice to another kid and repeat. Continue until every kid has had a turn or for as 
long as the activity maintains interest. 
 

1. In a monster voice. 
2. While doing pushups. 
3. While sticking your tongue out. 

4. Like an elephant is sitting on your head. 
5. In a pretty, pretty princess voice. 
6. Make up your own. 

 
Question: Why do you think God gives us eternal life for free instead of making us earn it by doing 
something?  
 
PRAYING THE BIBLE (Group Prayer Activity) 
Say: The Bible is filled with the prayers of people who loved and followed God. Reading those prayers in 
the Bible can help us know how to talk to God. We’re going to read one of those prayers from Moses right 
now and use it to say our own prayer. 
 
Directions: Encourage the kids to turn to Exodus 33:13. When ready, choose a kid to read the verse 
aloud or read it aloud yourself.  
 
  “If you are pleased with me, teach me more about yourself. Then I can know you. 

And I can continue to please you. Remember that this nation is your people.” 
(NIrV) 

 
Question: Moses loved God and even in His old age wanted to know more about Him. What are some 
things that you would like to know about God? 
 
Directions: Write down your group’s responses. When finished, open your group in prayer. Ask God to 
teach you and your group more about who He is. Consider opening the prayer to the rest of your group. 
Allow the kids to pray that God would guide them toward answers to their questions. When finished, 
remind the kids that the best way to know God is to read His Word every day. 
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
“Mad Props” Community 
Builder 

Roll of toilet paper 1 per group  

Passover Relay Masking or Painters 
tape 

1 roll Used to create start and finish 
line 

 Matzo bread Enough for 
every kid to 
have 1 small 
piece 

Break into small bite-size 
pieces. 

 Bowl 1 per group To hold matzo bread 

 Large shirt 1 per group Big enough to easily fit over a 
kid 

 Sandals 1 pair per 
group 

Choose something that’s easy 
to slip on and off quickly. 

 Walking stick 1 per group If you don’t have actual 
walking sticks, just choose 
some sticks from outside. 

Bible Berserko Bible verse card 1 per group See Resource Folder. Print 
on 8½ x 11 cardstock. 

 Dice 1 per group  
 


