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Mad Props 
Moses: The Plagues 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is all-powerful, so I can go to Him for help. 
 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 7:14–10:20 
 

KEY VERSE: “Lord and King, you have reached out your great and 
powerful arm. You have made the heavens and the earth. 
Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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There are a lot of different images that come to my mind when I think of the Easter holiday: an 

empty tomb, a bunny, Easter eggs, and (but of course) plagues. “Plagues?” you might ask. Yes, plagues! 
For decades, network television has picked Easter Sunday to air Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten 
Commandments. There have since been numerous attempts at an updated version of the story, but 
nothing will ever beat the campy 1950’s version starring Charlton Heston and his gleaming white teeth. In 
the movie, we see God unleash a flurry of supernatural body blows to the menacing Pharaoh and the 
nation of Egypt in order to free His people from slavery. I’ve always loved this story because of its 
awesome display of God’s power. At the same time, it’s easy to wonder why we don’t see displays like 
this today.  

When you look closely at the story of the plagues in Exodus, it becomes abundantly clear that 
God wasn’t just showing off like some kid popping wheelies on his dirt bike. In the contemporary retelling 
of the story, God is often remembered for saying, “Let my people go,” but that’s an abbreviation of the 
Biblical account which quotes God as saying, “Let my people go so they can worship me.” I think this is 
an important detail. It was God’s will that His people worship and follow Him, and when Pharaoh got in 
the way of God’s will—Wha Bam! 10 Plagues!  

I know that for me, I too often expect God to show up in powerful ways to help me accomplish my 
will. I tell Him what my plans are and then ask Him to move mountains. But when God uses His power, it’s 
for the fulfillment of His own will, not the will and wishes of His creation. The truth is that, although I 
haven’t seen water turn to blood or hordes of advancing frogs, I have seen God’s power in my life. If I 
really think about it, there are countless “Pharaohs” that God has helped me to overcome or completely 
removed from my path when I was obeying His call to worship and follow Him. In fact, there seems to be 
a direct correlation between how often I see God move in powerful ways and how actively I’m following 
His will for my life. Like the Israelites, God has called each one of us to worship and follow Him. What an 
amazing and power-filled journey it is when we answer that call! 
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and Creator 
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Using Props Effectively 
 
Telling a story is great. Showing a story is even better! Well-used props can give a third dimension to a 
two-dimensional story. They help stories come alive. They add interest and intrigue. More than that, they 
help cement a story or lesson into the minds of the audience. Poorly used props, on the other hand, can 
bring your lesson down like the flaming Hindenburg! Here are a few tips on how to achieve the former and 
avoid the latter: 

Choose props that are relevant to the message. The GO! curriculum will often suggest different props. 
If you think of a prop that you want to introduce on your own, be sure that it contributes to the objective of 
the lesson.  

In most situations, keep the props out of sight until it’s time to use them. Props are kind of like 
tigers during a magic show. Let them out at just the right time and they’re sure to wow the audience. Let 
them wander around for the entire show and they’ll devour an audience member! Interesting props, left in 
plain sight, can easily devour the attention of a kid. 

Don’t let live tigers loose in the room. I think we adequately covered that one in the previous bullet 
point. More than that, though, be sure that all of your props are safe around kids. If your intro into the prop 
goes something like this, “God is kind of like this hand grenade,” please reconsider your choice of props. 

Organize your props ahead of time. Make sure your props are easy to get to. If you’re using multiple 
props, organize them so you can quickly grab the right prop at the right time. Does your prop require 
some set-up? If so, set it up ahead of time. The transition from words to props should be quick and 
seamless.  
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 “Mad Props” is an off-the-wall prop-filled adventure through the story of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt. 
There’s just one problem. The story props have gone totally, completely, 100% mad! They’re all mixed up 
and hidden in one of 4 different prop boxes. Throughout the story, kids will get to vote for one of the 
boxes. Whatever silly prop is inside will then be used to help tell the story. Through it all, kids will see how 
God did some of the most out-of-this-world, amazing things you could ever imagine through a man 
named Moses. 
 

• Print out the 4 numbered “Prop Box Signs” and tape one to each of the 4 cardboard boxes. Place 
the boxes in order on a table in the teaching area. 

• Put one of the 4 story props in each of the boxes. You can use the suggested story props, or you 
can use whatever other props you would like. Today’s suggested story props are: 

o Whoopee cushion 
o Stuffed animal 
o Colander  
o Rubber chicken 

• Place two lamps in the teaching area. Check that the bulb in the primary lamp is working. Put 
them out of sight until it’s time to use them. 

• Run an extension cord from the nearest outlet to the teaching area.  
• Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out the 

appropriate materials for each of those stations. Print a GO! Home Guide for each child. See the 
GO! Guide for more details on the Reflect and Respond Stations.  
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CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  PLAY “Mad Props Intro Video” 

 
MAD PROPS INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone and welcome back to another week of “Mad Props.” During “Mad 
Props,” our story props have gone totally, completely, 100% mad! (Stand behind the 4 prop boxes.) 
They’re all mixed up and hidden in these boxes. During the story, I’ll have you vote for one of the boxes, 
then I’ll use whatever random prop is inside to tell the story. 
 
Hey, speaking of the story—in today’s true Bible story, we get to see God’s power in action. Before we do 
that, though, I want to ask you a question. What are some of the most powerful things in the world? (Take 
answers.) Whoa—those things really are powerful, but guess what. NONE of those come even close to 
being as powerful as God. God has more power in His pinky finger (hold up pinky finger to illustrate) than 
all of those other things combined! That’s what we’re going to see in today’s story. Let’s get started by 
voting for one of our 4 prop boxes. 
 

Ahead of time, place each random prop inside of one of the 4 prop boxes. This week’s 
suggested props are: a whoopee cushion, stuffed animal, colander, and a rubber 
chicken. When indicated below, have the kids vote for one of the boxes, then reveal the 
prop inside. Use that prop as if it were the items in that part of the story. The lesson 
below gives suggestions for how to use the prop, but feel free to get creative. After 
illustrating how to creatively use the first prop, consider choosing 3 kids to act out the 
story with the remaining props. 

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—MOSES AND THE PLAGUES 
Prop Box #1: (Have the kids vote for one of the prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) An evil man named 
Pharaoh was holding the Israelites as slaves, but God had a plan to help his people. In the morning, 
Moses and Aaron met Pharaoh down at the banks of the Nile River. Moses shouted to Pharaoh, “You 
have refused to let God’s people go. So now he will show you that he is Lord.” (Use the prop like a 
megaphone as you shout the words.) 
 
With that, Aaron raised his staff in the air and struck the water of the Nile. (Raise prop in air and strike the 
floor.) Suddenly, the whole river turned to blood. All of the fish in the Nile died and the water was so gross 
that the Egyptians couldn’t drink it. (Pretend to drink from the prop, then spit the “water” out.) But God 
made Pharaoh’s heart stubborn and Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go. 
 
Prop Box #2: (Have the kids vote for one of the remaining prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) Aaron 
raised his staff over the rivers and ponds of Egypt. (Raise prop in the air.) And as he did this, God made 
frogs leap out of the water. (Move prop like a jumping frog.) Not just a few frogs, but enough frogs to 
cover the whole land. (Have prop land on your head.) It was too much for Pharaoh. When he finally 
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agreed to let the Israelites go, all of the frogs instantly died. (Drop prop to ground like a dead frog.) But 
God made Pharaoh’s heart stubborn and he refused to let God’s people go. 
So Aaron struck the ground with his staff and God made the dust turn into gnats, which are tiny flying 
bugs. (Move prop around like a gnat.) They covered everything! But Pharaoh still refused to give in. So 
God sent millions of flies. (Move prop around like a fly. Swat at it like it’s a nuisance.) Pharaoh couldn’t 
take it anymore. He agreed to let God’s people go and begged God to remove all of the bugs. (Make prop 
“land” on the floor or table.) But when God removed the gnats and flies from the land, He made Pharaoh’s 
heart stubborn and Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go. 
 
Prop Box #3: (Have the kids vote for one of the remaining prop boxes, then reveal the prop.) So God 
sent another plague that killed all of the Egyptians’ livestock. (Pet prop like it’s an animal.) Their horses, 
and donkeys, and camels, and cows, and sheep, and goats all fell down dead from diseases. (Drop prop 
to ground like it’s dead.) But still, Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go. 
 
Then God made the Egyptians’ skin break out in painful sores called boils. (Hold prop onto skin like a boil. 
Touch it and react to the pain.) But still, Pharaoh refused to listen. So Moses lifted his staff toward the sky 
and God made it erupt with lightning, and thunder, and hail. (Move prop through air like lightening.) The 
Egyptians had never seen such a terrible storm. Just like before, Pharaoh gave in and told the Israelites 
they could leave, but when God brought an end to the storm, God made Pharaoh’s heart stubborn and 
Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go. 
 
Prop Box #4: (Reveal the prop from the final box.) So God made the wind blow through Egypt all that 
day and into the night. When morning came, the wind had brought in a swarm of locusts, which are a lot 
like grasshoppers. (Make prop buzz and jump all around you.) The locusts covered the ground like a thick 
blanket and every plant and crop that had survived the hail storm. But again, God made Pharaoh’s heart 
stubborn and Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go. 
 
So God made a deep darkness come over the land of Egypt. (Cover your eyes with prop.) For three days 
there was no light in Egypt except for where the Israelites lived. Finally, Pharaoh called to Moses and 
said, “You and your people can go, but your livestock must stay.” Moses replied back, “No. Our animals 
must go with us.” This made Pharaoh so mad that he screamed, “Then no one is leaving. And if I see 
your face again, you will surely die!” There was one more terrible plague that God sent upon the 
Egyptians, but we’ll hear about that one next week. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

When finished, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or a neighbor and discuss 
the following questions: For Younger Kids: In what ways were you able to see God’s 
power in this story? If you were Moses, how would you have felt when God sent all 
of those plagues? Why? For Older Kids: What do you think this story teaches us 
about God? In the Bible, it says that it was God who hardened Pharaoh’s heart so 
that he wouldn’t let the Israelites go. Why do you think God did this? Look up 
Romans 9:17–18 to see the answer. After a few minutes, draw their attention back to 
the teaching area. 
 

CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
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GOD IS OMNIPOTENT 
Wow! I’ve seen some pretty powerful things in my life, but can you imagine water turning to blood? Or 
millions of frogs covering everything? Or swarms of gnats and flies? God deserves mega-mad props for 
His power! In fact, that reminds me of something about God. Did you know that God is omnipotent? 
Does anyone know what that word means? (Take answers from kids.) Those are some great thoughts! 
Here’s what omnipotent means: 
 
CG:  Omnipotent: God is all-powerful 
 
Omnipotent means that God is all-powerful. In other words, God is able to do anything. Nothing is too 
hard for God! In today’s story, God wanted His people to leave Egypt so they could worship and follow 
Him, but Pharaoh tried to stop them, so God used His power to help His people. Do you think God still 
uses His power to help us follow Him? (Take answers.) Absolutely! We just need to plug into the right 
place. Let me show you what I mean. 
 

Walk over to the lamp in the teaching area. The lamp should be unplugged but turned on 
so that when you plug it into the extension cord, the bulb lights up.  

 
CG:  “Plug into God’s Power” slide 
 
PLUG INTO GOD’S POWER 
Take a look at this lamp. (Hold up the cord to show that it’s unplugged.) Why isn’t it on right now? (Kids 
respond.) That’s right—it’s not plugged in. It doesn’t have any power running to it. We just need to decide 
where to plug it in. What do you think would happen if I tried to plug the lamp into itself? (Kids respond.) 
Sounds crazy, but let’s try it. (Touch the prongs of the power cord to the lamp.) You’re right—nothing 
happened. No surprise there! (Pull out a second lamp and set it next to the first.) I have an idea! What do 
you think would happen if I plugged the lamp into another lamp? (Kids respond.) Sounds as crazy as the 
first idea, but you never know until you try. (Touch the prongs of the power cord to the second lamp.) 
You’re right again. Okay, one last try. (Hold up an extension cord that is plugged into an outlet). What do 
you think will happen when I plug the lamp into this extension cord? (Let kids respond.) Let’s find out. 
(Plug the lamp into the extension cord.) Ta-da! That’s it. To get power to the lamp, you have to plug it into 
the right place. 
 
You see, we’re kind of like this lamp. If we want to have God’s power in our lives, we have to plug into the 
right place. Some people might say, “I’m going to get God’s power from inside of myself.” But that’s like 
plugging the lamp into itself. (Demonstrate with the power cord.) It doesn’t work. Other people might say, 
“I’m going to get God’s power by hanging out with my friends.” But that’s like plugging the lamp into 
another lamp. (Demonstrate with the power cord.) It doesn’t work. If we want God’s power in our lives, we 
have to plug into the power source. (Plug the lamp into the extension cord again.) When we worship God, 
or pray, or read the Bible, it’s like we’re plugging into God. And when we plug into God, His power fills our 
lives and we shine bright, just like this lamp. When you’re plugged into God, you have the power to 
overcome any problem and to do anything God calls you to do. Nothing is too hard for God! In fact, that’s 
what our memory verse for today says. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Jeremiah 32:17. Be 
prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. Choose a kid to read it 
aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.) 
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CG: “Lord and King, you have reached out your great and powerful arm. You have 
made the heavens and the earth. Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17 

 
It’s true—God has the power to do anything. He can even raise someone from the dead! When Jesus 
died on the cross, God used His power to bring Him back to life. And now, because of that, anyone who 
believes in Jesus can be forgiven and can live with Him forever in Heaven. God is all-powerful, so you 
can go to Him for help. 

 
Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond 
Stations will be available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them 
they are free to respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them, but if they 
need suggestions, some of the stations will give them ideas for how to pray, write, or 
draw. Give each child one “GO! Home” sheet and instruct them to take it with them to the 
stations. Place small group leaders at the different stations to quietly help the kids. The 
stations listed below are just the ones that have prompts that are specific to today’s 
lesson. For more instructions on how the Reflect and Respond Stations work as well as a 
full list of possible stations, see the “GO! Guide.”  

 
CG:  “Mad Props” title graphic 
Sound:  Play quiet instrumental music  
 
 

 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer of worship to God telling Him how wonderful and powerful He is. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Write a letter telling God about some times you have trouble following Him. Ask 
him to give you the power to do what He wants you to do. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Exodus 7:14–8:15. Write to God your favorite part of the 
story. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of one of the plagues you heard about today. Below the picture, write 
the words, “God is all-powerful, so I can go to Him for help.” 
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 What you need:              Amount:  Note: 
Cardboard boxes 4 Needs to be big enough to hold the story props 

Prop Box signs 1–4 1 set See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 paper 
and tape one sign to each of the four boxes. 

Story props 4 Today’s suggested story props are: whoopee 
cushion, stuffed animal, colander, and rubber 
chicken. But you can use any props you want. 
See lesson for more details. 

Lamps 2 Could be either floor lamps or table lamps. If you 
use a table lamp, it would be good to also have a 
table to put it on. 

Extension Cord 1 Needs to be long enough to be plugged into the 
wall and still reach the teaching area. See set-up 
instructions. 

Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “Beautiful 
Day” by Jamie Grace. Available for purchase 
through iTunes or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 

 See Resource Folder. Download ahead of time 
and place in media presentation software such 
as PowerPoint, Media Shout, or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the Worship songs that your 
ministry enjoys singing and simply drop them into 
your media presentation software along with the 
GO! media. 

Reflect and Respond Station 
materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like to 
include for this week and gather the appropriate 
materials. See the “GO! Guide” for more 
instructions. 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 8½ 
x 11 paper. 

 


