
Unit 2: Creation Is Ruined

SESSION 1: Sin Entered the World
Genesis 3

SESSION 2: Sin Spread to People
Genesis 4–5

SESSION 3: God Spared Noah
Genesis 6–10

SESSION 4: People Rebel Against God
Genesis 10–11

Unit Description: Everything was perfect when God created it, but it didn’t stay that 
way. Adam and Eve rebelled against God. From that time on, creation was ruined and 
everyone has been born a sinner. But God would not leave people to remain dead in sin. 
He would provide the solution for sin: His Son, Jesus Christ.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
What does it mean to sin? We sin when we disobey God.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question:
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands.
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U N I T  2   |   S E S S I O N  4

PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST GOD
G E N E S I S  1 0 – 1 1

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
People disobeyed God, so God mixed up their words and spread the people 
over the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. People will 
worship Him together.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What does it mean to sin? We sin when we disobey God.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
Everyone makes wrong choices. Romans 3:23

Unit 2 • Session 4

BIG TRUTH SESSION
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
We love to measure the health, success, or 
sustainability of pretty much anything and 
everything. We measure our kids by their 
grades in school. We measure teams by their 
wins and losses. We measure people by their 
influence and following on social media. In 
a world obsessed with measuring “success,” 
we ought to be assessing in our own lives 
something we cannot see: our motivation.  

We can define motivation simply as the 
reason we do something. Motivation is the 
driving force behind the decisions we make. 
There is a reason for everything that we do—
both big and small—but what that motivation 
is might not be obvious to those around us.

In Genesis 11, Noah’s family had grown 
and began to rebuild the earth’s population. 
At some point along the way, they decided 
to ignore God’s command to spread out and 
subdue the earth for God’s glory. Instead, the 
people decided to build a tower to show their 
greatness. Their motivation was both obvious 
and arrogant.

Read Psalm 127:1-2. These verses provide 
a blatant reminder that God is the only 
true builder. His glory is our only proper 
motivation. Additionally, this psalm gives 
us a promise that those who love God will 
be able to rest from being driven by selfish 
motivation. 

Doesn’t it sound pretty attractive to 
be able to rest from selfish motivation 
that plagues so much of our thinking and 
behavior? In God’s economy, He’s less 
worried with the outcome of our decisions 
and more concerned with the reason for our 
decisions. That’s not to say that it doesn’t 
matter what we do. Rather, if our motivation 
is right—if our hearts are right—our actions 
will follow. And not only will our motivation 
and behavior honor God, but much of the 
anxiety of life will fade away too.

When was the last time you measured 
your motivation? Is the driving force behind 
what you do making a name for yourself, 
your kids, or even 
your church? Or is the 
primary desire driving 
your life boasting in the 
name of Christ? Read 
Psalm 127:1 again. May 
we be driven by God’s 
glory and not our own.

 

PLACES TO KNOW

Babel: Name given 
to the city that 
the disobedient 
descendants of Noah 
built so they would not 
be scattered over all 
the earth. Referred to 
as Babylon in some 
Bible translations.

People Rebel Against God
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag.  

WELCOME

Build a tower
  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

  F plastic snap 
blocks

  F alphabet blocks
  F cardboard brick 
blocks

LEARN

Review the Bible story 
connection

  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

Learn and practice 
the key passage 
phrase

  F 5 large plastic 
interlocking 
blocks

  F 5 self-adhesive 
mailing labels

  F 1 permanent 
marker

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

LOVE

Write with alphabet 
blocks

  F 2 sets of wooden 
alphabet blocks

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

  F index cards 

Make birdseed mud 
  F plastic mixing 
bowl

  F large spoon
  F plastic straws 
  F 2 cups birdseed
  F¼ cup of flour
  F¼ cup water
  F 1 tablespoon 
corn syrup

  Fmeasuring cups
  Fmeasuring 
spoons

  F canning jar lids 
with rings, 1 per 
child,

  F small paper 
plates, 1 per 
child

  F quart size plastic 
bags, 1 per child 

LIVE

Paint with blocks
  F plastic 
interlocking 
blocks

  F 2-3 colors of 
washable paint

  F smocks
  F paper plates

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 1 
per child

BONUS 

Create a block tower
  F plastic 
interlocking 
blocks

Say the key passage 
phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

Build a sticky note 
city

  F 3-4 sticky notes 
pads

Create city roads
  F small toy cars
  Fmasking tape

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversation as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME

Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

BUILD A TOWER

Lay different types of building blocks on a table or on the floor in an area near the classroom 
entrance. As preschoolers arrive, greet them and their families. Show them the big picture 
question poster. Welcome the children into the classroom and invite them to play in the 
designated block area. Challenge them to work together to see how tall of a tower they can 
build. Guide them to see which kind of blocks make the tallest and strongest towers. 

SAY   Welcome to our class this morning. I am excited to see you. In our Bible story today, we will 
hear about people who wanted to build a city with a tall tower that reached way into the sky. These 
people thought building a tall tower would make everyone think they were the greatest people. God 
was not happy with what they were doing. They disobeyed God. We sin when we disobey God.  

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
HEAR GREETINGS IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
Learn greetings in different languages. Invite the children to come and sit with you in group 
time. As children join you, say the greetings in different languages. Continue saying the 
different greetings even if the children appear to be confused. Guide children to repeat a 
couple of the phrases.

SAY   Did you understand what I was saying? Many of the words I said to you mean ‘hello’ in 
several different languages. Today, we are going to open the Bible to Genesis 10-11 and hear a story 
about what happened when people could not understand each other.   

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Genesis 6 and tell the following Bible story. 

PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST GOD
SAY   God told Noah’s family to spread out and fill the earth. But the people did not obey God. They 
found a valley and decided to stay there.

They said, “Let’s build a city and a tower so tall that its top reaches to the sky. Then everyone will 
think we are great!”

While the people made bricks and started building, God came down to look at the tower. He was not 
happy about what the people were doing.

So God mixed up their words. When the people tried to talk, they did not understand one another. If 
one worker said, “Hand me another brick,” nobody else knew what he wanted.

The people had to stop building the city. God made them spread out all over the earth. The city with 
the unfinished tower was called Babel.   

Christ Connection: People disobeyed God, so God mixed up their words and spread the people over 
the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. People will worship Him together.

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY CONNECTION
Lay the Bible story picture poster on the floor and place blocks next to it. Invite a child to 
come forward, select a block, and start the base of a tower. As the child works, ask her a 
review question. Call on each child one at a time to come forward, select a block or two, and 
stack the blocks to create a tower while you ask her to answer a review question. Consider 
using the following review questions: Did the people spread out as God commanded? What 
did the people decide to build? How did God stop them from building a tower? What was the 
name of the city with the unfinished tower?

SAY   In our Bible story, the people who built the tower disobeyed God. So, God mixed up their 
language and spread the people over the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. 
People from every language will worship Him together.   

SING A SONG
Sing the song to the familiar tune of “The Bear Went Over the Mountain.”

“ I can open my Bible, I can open my Bible, yes, I can open my Bible, 
And read about God’s love. And read about God’s love.  
 And read about God’s love. Yes, I can open my Bible, I can open my Bible, 
Yes, I can open my Bible, and read about God’s love.”

LEARN AND PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE
Before the session, write each of the words of the key passage phrase including the reference 
on labels. Stick the labels onto five building blocks. Place the key passage phrase marker at 
Romans 3:23. Invite a child to remove the marker from the Bible. Read the phrase. Help the 
children arrange the blocks of the key passage phrase in order. Guide the children to say the 
key passage phrase with you a few times. 

SAY   The people in today’s story did not obey God. They decided to build a tall tower so everyone 
would think they were great. They sinned and made a wrong choice. Our key passage phrase 
reminds us everyone makes wrong choices. The people who wanted to build the tower disobeyed God 
and made wrong choices. So God mixed up their language and spread the people over the earth.   

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for the Bible that tells us about God and teaches us to obey Him. Thank 
God for loving us.
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

GROW LIKE A BUILDING 
Lead each child to bend down and form her body into a ball. Explain they will pretend to be 
like the tower the people built by growing taller and taller. Guide preschoolers to unroll their 
bodies little by little as they straighten up, reaching their arms upward. Lead them to stretch 
their arms higher, reaching for the sky. Repeat the exercise several times.

SAY   We used our bodies to pretend to grow like a tall building. In today’s Bible story, we heard 
about people who disobeyed God. Instead of spreading out, they remained in one place and started 
building a city with a tall tower. Because they chose not to obey, God mixed up their language. 
They couldn’t understand each other. Have you ever thought what it would be like to speak another 
language and not be able to understand the people around you? 

WRITE WITH ALPHABET BLOCKS
Lay the key passage phrase poster and blocks on a table. Read the phrase to the children and 
prompt them to repeat it. Invite each preschooler to select a word in the key passage phrase 
to spell using the letter blocks. To extend the activity, assist them in spelling words such as 
God, Jesus, Babel, tower, and love. Print each word on a piece of paper or index card to help 
the children know the letters to select for each word.

SAY   Everyone makes wrong choices. When we sin or make wrong choices, we disobey God. 
When are some times you have made wrong choices? In today’s Bible story, some people disobeyed 
God’s command to spread out. Instead of obeying God, they decided to build a city with a tall tower. 
Because they disobeyed God, He mixed up their language and spread the people over the earth.  

MAKE BIRDSEED MUD  
Post an allergy alert. Invite children to make birdseed mud for bird feeders. Write each child’s 
name on a plate. Place jar lids in rings and lay the lid side down on each plate. Guide children 
to add 2 cups birdseed, ¼ cup flour, ¼ cup water, and 1 tablespoon corn syrup into the mixing 
bowl. Invite preschoolers to take turns stirring the mixture. Put a scoop of the mixture in 
each child’s lid. Guide them to press the mixture firmly with their fingertips. Poke a straw in 
the center of each feeder to create a hole in the mixture. Place each feeder on a plate inside a 
ziplock bag. Instruct families to let the feeders dry for several days before taking it out of the 
lid and ring, running a string through the hole, and hanging it outside.

SAY   The people in today’s Bible story made bricks so that they could build their city and tall 
tower. They mixed mud and pressed the mud into a mold, like we did with our birdseed. The mud 
dried to form a brick. They made the bricks to build a city and a tower. The people disobeyed God, 
so God mixed up their language and spread the people over the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His 
people back together. People from every language will worship Him together.  

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

PAINT WITH BLOCKS
Pour each color of paint onto a different plate. Help preschoolers put on smocks and guide 
them to sit at a table. Give each child a piece of paper. Place a plastic interlocking block 
with each color of paint. Show children how to dip a block into the paint and then press the 
block on their papers making an imprint. Show them how different sides of the block make 
different prints on each of their papers. When they are finished painting, lay aside the papers 
to dry. 

SAY   In our Bible story today, people did not obey God. Instead of spreading out, they decided to 
build a city with a tall tower. Because the people disobeyed, God mixed up their language and spread 
the people over all the earth.  

ACT OUT WAYS TO TRAVEL   
Explain to preschoolers there are missionaries in the jungle regions who tell others about 
Jesus. They have three main ways to travel. They can fly in small airplanes, go in boats, or 
hike to get where they need to go. Ask preschoolers to stand up and act out the following 
commands as you say them: plane (spread arms as if to fly), boat (paddle as if in a canoe), hike 
(march in place.) Play a simple game by saying the words in different orders and asking 
preschoolers to listen and to do the motions.

SAY   What do you think it would be like to live in a jungle? How did you come to church today? 
Did you fly in an airplane, come in a boat, or walk to church? I am sure it can be hard to go into a 
jungle and meet new people, but I am thankful for missionaries who go into the jungle regions to tell 
people about Jesus. You can tell people about Jesus here, where you live.  

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, continue 
talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection. 

SAY   People disobeyed God, so God mixed up their words and spread the people over 
the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. People will worship Him 
together.  

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

CREATE A TOWER 
Lay the plastic interlocking blocks in a pile. Guide preschoolers to take turns stacking one 
block directly on top of the other to create a tower. As they build, remind them they will hear 
about people who built a tower in today’s Bible story.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open the Bible to Genesis 10. Talk about the Bible story using the summarized points below. 

PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST GOD
• God told Noah’s family to spread out and fill the earth. But they disobeyed God and found a valley and 
stayed there. 

• They said, “Let’s build a city and a tower so tall that its top reaches to the sky. Then everyone will think 
we are great!”

• God came down to look at the tower. He was not happy about what the people were doing.

• God mixed up their words. When the people tried to talk, they did not understand one another.

• The people had to stop building the city. God made them spread out all over the earth. The city with the 
unfinished tower was called Babel.

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to tune of “The Bear Went Over the Mountain.”

“ I can open my Bible, I can open my Bible, yes, I can open my Bible, 
And read about God’s love. And read about God’s love.  
 And read about God’s love. Yes, I can open my Bible, I can open my Bible, 
Yes, I can open my Bible, and read about God’s love.”

SAY THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Place the key passage phrase marker at Romans 3:23. Open the Bible and read the phrase. 
Build a small tower and invite a child to say the phrase aloud as he knocks down the tower 
with his hands. Repeat, allowing each child to say the verse and knock down the tower.  

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for loving us and for forgiving us. Thank Him for the Bible that tells us 
about God’s love.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

MAKE A BRICK MOSAIC 
Cut different colors of construction paper into three-inch squares. Cut enough so each child 
has several squares of different colors. Distribute an uncut piece of construction paper to 
each child along with several cut squares. Read the key passage phrase to the children. Guide 
them to say the phrase. For each child, write the key passage phrase on one of his squares. 
Invite the children to use their key passage phrase square along with other colored squares 
to create a picture on their paper. Guide the children to glue their squares with glue sticks on 
their papers.

SAY   The people in our Bible story today made bricks and started building a city with a tower. 
They wanted a tall tower to reach the sky. God saw the tower and was not happy because the people 
disobeyed God. We sin when we disobey God. Everyone makes wrong choices. The people in today’s 
Bible story made wrong choices, and we make wrong choices too.  

BUILD A STICKY NOTE CITY
Distribute a small stack of sticky notes to each child. Invite preschoolers to stick their notes 
on either a window or a wall to create tall buildings or a city scape. As an additional option, 
children can draw windows or people on their sticky note buildings. Challenge the boys and 
girls to see how tall they can make a tower with their sticky note papers.

SAY   How tall of a tower did you make with your sticky notes? Our Bible story today reminds 
us about the people who decided to build a city with a tower so tall that its top would reach the 
sky. They wanted everyone to think that they were great. They were disobeying God. So God mixed 
up their language and spread the people over the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back 
together. People from every language will worship Him together.  

CREATE CITY ROADS
Give each child pieces of masking tape. Consider giving them several smaller pieces rather 
than one large piece as the smaller pieces are easier for them to use. Invite preschoolers to 
work together to arrange their pieces of tape on the floor or on a table to create city roads for 
toy cars. Show them how to connect their roads to each other with additional pieces of tape. 
When tape roads are complete, guide them to drive toy cars along the tape roads.

SAY   We have made our own city with streets. In our Bible story today, God told Noah’s family to 
spread out and fill the earth. But they did not obey. They found a valley and decided to stay there 
and build a city with a tall tower. The people disobeyed God, so God mixed up their language and 
spread the people over the earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. People from 
every language worship Him together.  

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. 
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