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Mad Props 
Moses: The Early Years 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is our protector, so I don’t need to be afraid. 

BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 1–2 

KEY VERSE: “I am the Lord your God. I take hold of your right hand. I 
say to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’” Isaiah 41:13 
(NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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 Have you ever noticed how many times the Bible makes reference to the hand of God? God’s 
hands are mentioned more than any of His other body parts. Do you remember the verse about the elbow 
of God? Neither do I. Hands invoke so many different images—power, intimacy, creativity, strength, 
comfort.  

Recently, a friend suffered a stroke and was in the hospital. I went to visit her, not because I had 
something tangible to give her, but because I wanted to sit next to her and hold her hand. Period. That’s 
it. In that simple gesture of grabbing her hand, I wanted to somehow show her that she was not alone, I 
was there for her and I was praying for her. 

The power of that simple act of holding someone's hand is amazing. It not only comforts the 
receiver but gives them strength and courage. When a mom is laboring away, there isn't much the 
husband can do but hold her hand and whisper in her ear that everything is going to be alright. When a 
child becomes frightened, one of their first instincts is to grasp the hand of someone they trust.  

In Isaiah 41:13, God says he will take hold of our right hand and help us. He doesn't say he will 
do it for us or remove our hands so he can finish the job. His gentle touch reminds us that He is here with 
us, we are not alone, we do not need to be afraid, and He is on our side. 

I think my biggest fear at times is feeling like I am “doing it alone” or “forgotten.” In those 
moments of fear, I need to remember to stop and feel the mighty, powerful hand of God grasping mine 
and hear Him whispering “Do not fear, I am WITH YOU!” 
 
 
Mindy Rausch 
GO! Team Member 
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Dealing with Difficult Kids 
 
If you’re like a lot of other small group leaders, when you signed up for the job, you may have imagined 
yourself pouring out wisdom to a group of kids as they sat in wide-eyed wonder of everything you said. 
They laughed when they were supposed to laugh, they talked when they were supposed to talk, and they 
followed your instructions without deviation. But if you’ve been on the job for any length of time, you know 
that’s pure fantasy. The truth is that most kids are very well-behaved most of the time, but there’s always 
one! You know the one I’m talking about. You might even be picturing their face right now. If your heart 
rate is beginning to rise, take a deep breath. Here are a few tips to help you keep difficult kids from 
wreaking havoc on your group:   
 
Don’t hesitate to separate kids. If you have two kids in your group nicknamed “Dynamite” and “Fire,” 
don’t sit them next to each other! Some kids just make lethal combinations and when put together, they 
lose all ability to control their behavior. Simply ask one of the kids to move so they’re no longer seated 
together.   

Have a consistent set of consequences. Having consequences for misbehavior is a way of creating 
boundaries. Kids love boundaries. In fact, they thrive when trusted adults create and enforce boundaries. 
State the consequences ahead of time so that all of the kids are aware of them. You might use something 
like the “3 Strikes” rule. Work with your ministry leaders to determine what the different strikes mean or 
find out if there’s already an established set of consequences for your ministry.   

Include the parents in the problem. No one knows the kids in your group better than their parents do. 
Not only can the parents give you insight into the source of the problem, they can probably help you fix it 
as well. Talk to your ministry leader ahead of time to find out if there’s any way he or she can assist you 
with that conversation.   

Don’t be afraid that they’ll stop liking you. A lot of small group leaders have a fear that if they enforce 
boundaries, their kids will no longer like them. Actually, it’s the exact opposite. When you create and 
enforce boundaries, kids will respect you. And the more they respect you, the more they’ll like you. You 
might be surprised to find out that the kids you have the closest relationship with are often the ones 
you’ve had to discipline the most. 
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“MAD PROPS” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Hello everybody! I’m so excited to get started! In just a little bit, we’re going to start a brand new 
series called “Mad Props.” Today we’re going to talk about what to do when you really start to feel afraid, 
but first, I want to play a quick game with you. 
 
Directions: Hold up a banana (or other random object) for the kids to see. Tell the kids to imagine all of 
the things that the banana could be other than a banana. To get them started, hold the banana over your 
eyes and tell them it’s a pair of futuristic sunglasses. Have the kids take turns holding the banana and 
showing everyone what else it could be. Challenge the group to come up with as many ideas as possible. 
When finished, ask the kids the following questions: 
 
Question: Do you get scared easily or does it take a whole lot to scare you? 
 
Question: When is the last time you remember feeling really scared? What happened? 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:   
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. If you were baby Moses, how do you think you would have felt when your mom floated you down 
the river?   

2. A lot of scary things happened to Moses. Do you think God protected Moses or do you think 
Moses was just lucky? Why?   

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
2. What do you think was the most frightening part of that story? Why? 
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FLOATING THROUGH OUR FEARS (Application Activity) 
Say: In today’s story, Moses’ mom placed him in a basket and floated him down the river. Although the 
river was filled with dangerous and scary things, Moses’ mom trusted God with her fear. Right now we’re 
going to talk about how we can trust God with our fears while we make our own floating baskets.   
 
Directions: Hand each kid in the group a boat template and a pair of scissors. Tell them to cut the basket 
out, but don’t fold it yet. Explain to them that Moses’ mom used tar to seal the bottom of the basket so 
that water wouldn’t come in. Tell them that instead of tar, they’re going to use wax. Give each kid a 
crayon and instruct them to color the bottom side of their basket. When finished, guide them through the 
following steps to create their floating basket.    
 
Step 1:  Cut two slits in the side of the basket where the lines indicate.   
Step 2:  Place tape along each end of the basket. 
Step 3:  Overlap the slits in the sides and tape together. 
Step 4:  Flatten out the bottom to form your basket. 
 
As the kids are working on their floating baskets, ask them what kind of things scare them. When the kids 
are finished forming their baskets, place a bin of water in the middle of your group. Ask the kids in your 
group if they still remember the verse they memorized during Large Group. It’s from Isaiah 41:13 and 
says, “I am the Lord your God. I take hold of your right hand. I say to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help 
you.’” (NIrV) Ask them to recite the verse one at a time and then place their basket in the water. End the 
activity by leading the kids in prayer. Ask them to pray that God would give them courage and protect and 
comfort them whenever they feel afraid.   
 
SAY IT IF… (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. When everyone is ready, turn the sign over so they can 
no longer read it. Today’s Bible verse says: 

 
Younger Kids: “I am the Lord your God. I say to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’” 

Isaiah 41:13 (NIrV) 
 
Older Kids:  “I am the Lord your God. I take hold of your right hand. I say to you, ‘Do not 

be afraid. I will help you.’” Isaiah 41:13 (NIrV) 
 

For each round, have the kids stand up and say the Bible verse if they match the descriptions below. Tell 
the kids to “Say it if…” 
 

• You’re the oldest kid in your family. 
• You really dislike spiders. 
• You have 2 or more pets. 
• You like cake more than ice cream. 

• You ever sing in the shower. 
• You have a hole in your sock. 
• You were born in a different 

state/province.  
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After using the above suggestions, ask the kids if they want to make any up.   
 
Question: What are some ways that you can trust God when you feel afraid? 
 
 
PLAY DOUGH PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a small piece of play dough. For today’s prayer, tell them to form 
their play dough into the shape of something they’re thankful for. After a few minutes, choose a kid to 
show their creation. Let the other kids guess what it is. After the rest of the group is finished guessing, 
allow the artist to reveal the answer and explain why they’re thankful for that thing.   
 
When everyone has had a chance to share, open the kids in prayer by saying “thanks” to God for 
something you are thankful for. Following your prayer, allow the kids who are comfortable praying out 
loud to do the same. When everyone is finished, close the group in a final prayer.     
 
Say: During the coming week, remember to thank God every time you notice something good happen. In 
fact, make a list in your mind and tell us next week all of the amazing gifts from God that you noticed.   
 

 

Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
“Mad Props” Community 
Builder 

Banana 1 per group  

Floating Through Our 
Fears 

Boat templates 1 per child See Resource Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 paper. 

 Crayons 1 box per group  

 Scissors 1 per child  

 Scotch tape 1 roll per group  

 Medium plastic bin filled 
with water 

1 per group  

Say It If… Bible Verse sign 1 per group See Resource Folder. Print on 
8½ x 11 cardstock. 

Play Dough Prayers Play Dough Enough for 
each kid to 
have a small 
piece. 

 


