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Slime Time 
Joseph and His Brothers 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It, LLC is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-
subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in 
accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.gocurriculum.com.  

BIG IDEA: God is forgiving, so we can forgive others. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 37–47 

KEY VERSE: “Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive each other, 
just as God forgave you because of what Christ has done.” 
Ephesians 4:32 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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Every Halloween my neighbors and I collectively make the same two mistakes. We somehow 

repeatedly overestimate how much candy to purchase, and we leave our pumpkins out for way too long. 
The candy problem is fairly short-lived for me as I have both the sweet tooth and the metabolism of a 
twelve-year-old boy. The pumpkin issue, on the other hand, is a bit more problematic. I don’t know if 
you’ve ever watched a pumpkin decay, but it’s not a pretty sight. After a while they become rotten and 
begin to turn black. My neighbor and I watch each other contemplate the question, “How do I pick this 
thing up without it falling apart on me?” Decaying pumpkins can be a bit of a predicament, but it’s nothing 
compared to the problems caused by a decaying relationship. We’ve all faced the dilemma of how to deal 
with a decaying relationship and we’ve all been daunted by the question, “How did it come to this?” For 
the pumpkin, the answer is simple—time. But for relationships it’s usually much more complicated. It 
could be neglect, broken trust, harsh words, hurt feelings, or any number of other offenses, real or 
imagined. For most of us, we want to know the answer to the “why” question, but more than anything we 
want to know if things can ever be right again. We long for the one thing that can bring peace. We long for 
forgiveness. But how do we find it? 

In Lewis Smedes’ classic, The Art of Forgiving, Dr. Smedes outlines a process that he refers to 
as “radical spiritual surgery.” Smedes says, “We rediscover the humanity of the person who hurt us. We 
surrender our right to get even. We revise our thoughts, feelings, and perceptions toward the person we 
forgive.” 

Sounds easy, right? Not so much! But with the help and grace of God, we can all walk this path. 
As we look at the story of Joseph, we can certainly see God walk him through these three phases. 
Joseph is betrayed, conflicted, lied about, impassioned, and is elevated to the status as the hero of an 
empire. But in the end, Joseph isn’t just a hero to a kingdom, but a hero that would bring a forgiving and 
healing peace to his own soul and the souls of his brothers. As you prepare this week identify those who 
you have yet to forgive, and receive forgiveness from the God who gives it freely.  
  
 
John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 
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Telling Personal Stories 
 
There are few communication tools as engaging and powerful as a well-told personal story. At times the 
GO! curriculum will prompt you to tell a personal story, but feel free to add one anywhere you think it’s 
appropriate. Consider these things when telling a personal story: 
 
Be sure it’s age appropriate. For some of us, our lives before Christ may have been rated PG-13 (or 
dare I say R). Be mindful that the content and details of your story are appropriate for General audiences.  
 
Be sure it’s relevant. Your recent conversation with a co-worker about the rumors of a corporate take-
over may be the perfect metaphor for sin’s infiltration of the world, but your kids couldn’t care less. Be 
sure your story takes place in a world that is familiar to your audience. Consider telling a story about 
something that took place when you were a kid. The kids in your ministry will eat that up! 
 
Be sure that it fits. Sometimes we have a story that is so great we can’t wait to tell it, even if it doesn’t fit. 
Don’t force a story to fit the lesson or vice versa. The perfect story is one that you can tell and the kids will 
understand the connection with little explanation. If you have to explain the connection too much, you 
might just want to save it for another time.  
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What kid doesn’t secretly like a little slime? It’s ooey, it’s gooey, and it’s perfect for telling the next part of 
The Big Bible Story! During the “Slime Time” series, kids will be molding, shaping, and diving into (with 
their hands, that is) green globs of goo to uncover some of the grosser parts of God’s Word.  
 

 

• Place the clear bin of slime in the teaching area at a level where the kids in the audience can 
easily see it. See the Resource Folder for instructions on how to make the slime.  

• Write down each of the 4 Bible Story references on different slips of paper. Place each slip of 
paper into a different plastic egg (or other sealed capsule).  

• At some point prior to service time, place the 4 eggs into the bin of slime.  
• Consider placing a plastic tarp in the “Slime Pot” area to help manage the mess.  
• Put a bucket of water and a towel near the “Slime Pot” in order to clean off hands and eggs.  
• Using a different slime recipe, create moldable slime for the kids to form their “story pictures.” 

Divide the moldable slime up evenly between the small groups. See the Resource Folder for 
instructions on how to make the moldable slime.  

• Place a Bible in the teaching area for the large group leader to use. Consider providing additional 
Bibles for kids who don’t bring their own. Each small group will need to have at least one Bible 
during the large group lesson. 

• Place a tarp or plastic drop cloth in the teaching area ahead of time. You will have a kid stand on 
the tarp during the “Holding onto a Grudge Can Be Messy” portion of the large group lesson.  

• Place the two old, brown bananas near the tarp so that they’re out of sight, but easily accessible 
to the large group leader. You will need one set of bananas for every service.  

• Hang or mount a cross somewhere in your room that is accessible by the kids. This could be 
either a freestanding cross or one made of paper and taped to a wall. 

• Place a stack of blank, half-sheets of paper near the cross along with a box of pens or markers 
for the kids to write with.  

• Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out the 
appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG:  “Slime Time” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  Play “Slime Time Intro Video” 
 

Large Group Leader Note: During Small Group Connect, the groups will have used 
moldable slime to form some pictures or objects that will be used during the telling of the 
Bible Story. If your ministry doesn’t typically do the Small Group Connect time, take a few 
minutes at the beginning of Large Group to have your kids create the pictures out of the 
slime. See the corresponding Small Group lesson for more directions.  

 
SLIME TIME INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody! Welcome back to our last week of the ickiest, stickiest, ooeyist, 
gooeyist series ever— “Slime Time.” For the past few weeks, we’ve been using slime to help us learn 
some incredible stories from the Bible. They’re stories about God’s incredible, out-of-this-world, never 
ending love for us. Today, we’re going to get slimy one more time to hear the amazing story of Joseph, 
but first check this story out: 
 
VDO:  Play “Slime Time: Jesus Performs Ear Surgery” 
 
“Jesus Performs Ear Surgery” VDO script: “Hey everybody, look what I found on the ground—it’s 
an ear!” What? Did that just happen? Yep—and it’s in the Bible. In the book of Luke, Chapter 22, 
Judas leads a whole bunch of Roman soldier dudes to where Jesus is so they can arrest him. And 
what was his crime? Being totally awesome! You see, there were some people that didn’t like 
Jesus saying that he was the Son of God and that he could forgive people’s sins even though it 
was true. So one night on the Mount of Olives, the soldier dudes made their move. But as they 
crept toward Jesus to arrest him, Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, pulled out some crazy ninja 
moves. Using his sword, Peter slashed at one of the approaching men and cut off his ear. Now, 
when most people see an ear lying on the ground, they usually leave it alone or maybe poke it 
with a stick, but not Jesus—he had forgiveness in his heart even for the dudes arresting him. So 
after telling Peter to quit with the ninja moves, Jesus picked up the ear and put it back on the 
man’s noggin. It was a miracle—the ear was as good as new. So remember, kids, forgiveness is 
for everyone. But let’s leave ear handling to the professionals.  
 
How gross! Today’s story doesn’t really have anything to do with ears, but it does teach us a lot about 
forgiveness. To find out more about today’s story, I need some people to reach into the “Slime Pot”!  
 
CG:  “Slime Pot” graphic 
Sound:  (Optional) Play upbeat music as kids are searching through the slime 
 

There will be a clear container on the stage filled with a “slime” mixture. Inside of the 
slime will be a number of plastic eggs or other containers with a Bible reference in them. 
Choose some volunteers to reach into the slime pot. Ask them each to pull out one egg. 
Have a bucket of water nearby to clean off hands as well as the plastic eggs. When all of 
the eggs have been pulled out of the slime, open them up and pull out the slip of paper 
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with the Bible reference on it. Divide the Bible references up between the small groups 
and have them each open their Bibles to that particular reference. Have some towels 
handy so that the volunteers can clean themselves up.  

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic  
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS 
In last week’s story, we learned how Isaac had twin boys. Does anyone remember their names? (Take 
answer.) That’s right—Jacob and Esau. Later in his life, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. In Genesis 
37, we learn that Israel had 12 sons. He gave one of them a really cool gift. Take a look. 
 

Have the group or groups who made the “Coat or Robe” out of slime hold it up for the 
rest of the groups to see. Let the other groups guess what it is. When they’ve guessed 
correctly, have someone from the group who looked up Genesis 37:3–4 read it aloud.  

 
How do you think you would have felt if your mom or dad loved your brother more than you and gave him 
special gifts? (Take a few answers.) Yeah—I don’t think anyone would be too thrilled! Things got worse 
and worse and Joseph’s brothers began to hate him so much that they threw him into an empty well and 
planned to kill him. Can you imagine what most people would be thinking about if their brothers threw 
them into a pit? (Say in a comically maniacal voice.) Revenge! (Encourage kids to repeat that with you.) 
Fortunately, one of the brothers began to have 2nd thoughts.  
 

Have the group who made the “Chains” hold it up so the other groups can guess. Have 
someone from the group who looked up Genesis 37:26–28 read it aloud.  

 
Can you imagine what most people would be thinking about if their brothers sold them into slavery? 
(Prompt kids to say “Revenge” with you in a maniacal voice.) It got worse, though. While Joseph was 
working as a slave, somebody accused him of doing something he didn’t do. And guess what? He got 
thrown into prison. Can you imagine what most people would be thinking about if they got thrown into 
prison for something they didn’t do? (Prompt kids to say “Revenge” with you in a maniacal voice.)  
 
While he was in prison, though, people learned that Joseph could tell people what their dreams meant. 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, heard about this and sent for Joseph to interpret one of his dreams. After 
hearing the dream, Joseph thought for a moment. (Tap forehead, say “Hmmm,” and look like you’re 
thinking.) He had it! Joseph explained to Pharaoh that there would be seven wonderful years of crops, but 
after that there would be seven years of famine, a time when food wouldn’t grow and there wouldn’t be 
enough to eat. After hearing these things the Pharaoh did something completely unexpected.  
 

Have the group who made the “Ring and necklace” hold it up so the other groups can 
guess. Have someone from the group who looked up Genesis 41:39–42: read it aloud.  

 
Joseph was now the second most powerful person in Egypt! He would make sure that Egypt stored up 
food during the seven good years so that everyone would have enough to eat during the seven years 
when crops couldn’t grow. When the famine finally hit, guess who showed up to get some food from 
Joseph? (Kids respond.) Joseph’s brothers! Can you imagine that? These were the brothers who hated 
Joseph so much that they threw him in a pit, planned to kill him, and sold him into slavery. Now Joseph 
was in charge. If he wanted to, he could get revenge! He had the power to have them arrested or even 
killed. What do you think Joseph did? (Take answers.) Let’s take a look.  
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Have the group who made the “Tear drops” hold it up so the other groups can guess. 
Have someone from the group who looked up Genesis 45:1–5 read it aloud.  

 
Can you imagine that? Instead of getting revenge, Joseph forgave them. Later in the chapter, it says that 
Joseph threw his arms around his brothers and wept. He was so happy to see them again.  
  
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: For Younger Kids: If you were Joseph, do you think you 
could have forgiven your brothers for what they did? How do you think Joseph 
was able to show that much forgiveness to his brothers? For Older Kids: What do 
you think this story teaches us about God? How do you think Joseph was able to 
show that much forgiveness to his brothers? After a few minutes, draw their attention 
back to the teaching area.  

 
VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
HOLDING ONTO A GRUDGE CAN BE MESSY! 
Can you imagine how hard it must have been for Joseph to forgive his brothers for doing something so 
terrible? When people do or say really mean things to us, it can be hard to let it go and forgive them. Let 
me show you what I mean.  
 

Choose a volunteer to come to the teaching area with you. Have them stand on the tarp.  
 
Does anyone know what a grudge is? (Take answer from kid.) Holding onto a grudge means you’re not 
willing to forgive someone. Holding onto a grudge is kind of like holding onto a rotten banana. (Hold up 
the two brown, rotten bananas.) Here, let me show you. 
 
(Address the volunteer kid.) Let’s say that you are hanging out in your yard with your really good friend, 
Buster McFlusterpants—that’s actually his name. At some point, these other neighbor kids come over and 
ask Buster if he wants to play with them, but they say they just want Buster, not you. And just like that, 
Buster says, “Sure” and walks away with the other kids. You can’t believe it—he just totally ditched you! 
Now you have to figure out what to do. You can go talk to Buster McFlusterpants and try to work it out OR 
you can hold onto this (hold up the two rotten bananas)—it’s a grudge! Unfortunately, you decide to hold 
onto the grudge. (Have the volunteer hold onto the bananas.)  
 
The next day at school, Buster finds you and says, “Hey. Sorry about yesterday. That wasn’t cool! You 
wanna play something at recess?” Now you have to decide again—are you going to forgive or are you 
going to hold that grudge even tighter? You think about it for a second and then tell your friend to get lost. 
You decide to hold onto your grudge even tighter. (Direct kid to begin squeezing both bananas.)  
 
Later that day, after school, Buster knocks on your door and asks if you want to play video games over at 
his house. That sounds pretty fun and you really want to do it, but you’re still so mad. So now, once 
again, you have to decide—are you going to forgive your friend or are you going to hold that grudge even 
tighter? And just like before you decide to hold the grudge even tighter and you yell, “We’re never playing 
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again!” and you slam the door in Buster’s face. (Direct kid to squeeze the bananas as hard as they can. 
They should squish all over their hands.)  
 
Take a look at these bananas, everyone. This is what holding a grudge looks like. Grudges are ugly and 
rotten and gross, and when you hold onto them too tightly for too long they make a big, fat, slimy mess!  
 

Thank your volunteer, hand them a towel to wipe off their hands, and dismiss them. 
 
WE FORGIVE OTHERS BECAUSE GOD FIRST FORGAVE US 
You know what—I think Joseph probably knew that holding a grudge was messy, so he forgave his 
brothers instead. But I think there was something else Joseph knew that made it easier for him to forgive. 
Joseph knew that he should forgive his brothers because God had already forgiven him. That’s what our 
Bible verse for today teaches us. Let’s take a look! (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Ephesians 
4:32. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, 
choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself.) 
 
CG: “Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive each other, just as God forgave you 

because of what Christ has done.” Ephesians 4:32 
 
Even though we sin against God, He doesn’t hold a grudge against us. God is always quick to forgive us. 
And in the same way that God is quick to forgive us, He wants us to be quick to forgive others, just like 
Joseph did for his brothers. Sometimes the best way to forgive others is to think about how God has 
forgiven you. We’re going to practice doing that right now.  
 

Ahead of time, place a cross somewhere in your room. Give every child a half-sheet of 
paper and something to write with. Instruct them to write down the name of someone they 
need to forgive. They can also write down what they need to forgive them for. For 
younger kids, tell them it’s okay if they don’t know how to spell something. God 
knows what they’re trying to write. When finished, tell the kids to crumple the paper 
into a ball and hold it tightly in their hand. Have them walk over to the cross and say, 
“God, because you have forgiven me, I can forgive others.” Finally, have them lay their 
balled-up paper at the foot of the cross. You can also encourage them to sit or kneel at 
the cross while they say a quiet prayer of forgiveness. Have a leader stand near the 
cross to pray with and for kids as they do this. Before you dismiss the kids, pray with 
them to close the Large Group time and remind them when they are finished at the cross 
they can quietly move on to the other Reflect and Respond Stations.  

 
CG:  “Slime Time” title graphic  
Sound:  Play quiet instrumental music  
 

 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer to God asking Him to forgive you for your sins. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Write a letter to God telling Him about a time you were able to let go of a 
grudge and forgive someone. Tell Him how it made you feel when you did that.  
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Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Genesis 45. Tell God or write to Him what your favorite part of 
that story was. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of Joseph hugging his brother. Somewhere on the picture, write the 
words, “God forgives me, so I can forgive others.”  
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What you need: Amount: Note: 
Clear plastic bin 1 Make it large enough to fill with “slime” and hide the 

plastic eggs inside.  
“Slime” mixture Enough to fill 

bin halfway to 
3 quarters. 

See “Resource Folder” for directions on how to 
create the mixture. This will be used for all 4 weeks 
of the series. Cover afterwards and reuse.  

Plastic Easter eggs 4 You can also substitute the eggs for sandwich bags 
or anything else small that can contain the Bible 
reference. 

Slips of paper with Bible 
references 

4 See “Resource Folder.” Print and cut out Bible 
references. Place slips inside of plastic eggs. Place 
eggs inside bin with slime. References: Gen. 37:3–
4, Gen. 37:26–28, Gen. 41:39–42, Gen. 45:1–5  

Old Brown Bananas 2 per service They need to be soft and rotting so that when a kid 
squeezes one, it oozes out of the peel.  

Plastic tarp 1 For slime and bananas  
Bucket of water 1 For slime and bananas 
Towel 1–2 For slime and bananas 
Cross 1 You can use either a freestanding cross made of 

wood or some other material or you can create one 
out of paper and tape it to the wall.  

Half sheet of paper 1 per kid  

Pens or markers 1 per kid  
Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “Unstoppable” 

by tobyMac. Available for purchase through iTunes 
or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 
 

 See “Resource Folder.” Download ahead of time 
and place in media presentation software such as 
PowerPoint, Media Shout, or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the Worship songs that your ministry 
enjoys singing and simply drop them into your 
media presentation software along with the GO! 
media. 

Reflect and Respond Station 
materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like to 
include for this week and gather the appropriate 
materials. See the “GO! Guide” for more 
instructions. 

(Optional) Instrumental 
background music 

 Play during Reflect and Respond Stations 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 8½ x 
11 paper. 

 


