
Unit 1: In the Beginning

SESSION 1: God Created the World
Genesis 1

SESSION 2: God Created People
Genesis 1–2

SESSION 3: Creation Glorifies God
Psalm 19

Unit Description: 
The story begins with God creating everything from nothing. Of all of God’s perfect creation, 
people were most special, alone being made in God’s image. All that God created was created to 
reveal God’s glory—how amazing He is.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything to show He is great.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.
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U N I T  1   |   S E S S I O N  1

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
G E N E S I S  1

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Jesus is Lord over everything. The Bible says everything was created by Him 
and for Him. Jesus holds everything together and everything brings God 
glory.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 19:1

Unit 1 • Session 1
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
The Bible begins where we would expect it to: 
with the beginning of all of creation. But the 
beginning that Genesis 1:1 speaks of is not 
the beginning of everything. It was not the 
beginning of God. God is eternal—He has no 
beginning and no end. He has always existed. 
So the beginning in this session’s Bible story 
is the beginning from our perspective. It is 
humanity’s beginning. 

You might notice that the Bible story 
stops a little earlier than you might be used 
to—before God created Adam and Eve. That 
happened on Day 6, along with the animals 
of the earth, but that is not included here 
because that will be covered in the next 
session in much more detail. 

Instead, for this session, take your time to 
emphasize three things:

First, that God created everything from 
nothing. God did not create like we do—by 
taking some raw materials like clay and 
making a beautiful sculpture. Instead, God 
made everything that exists—everything 
we see and even that we don’t see—simply 
by speaking it into existence from nothing. 
That’s important because it teaches us that 
everything belongs to God because He made 
it all and also how powerful He is to be able 
to create the universe by speaking it into 
being. 

Second, that God created everything with 
order. Not only do we see that God created 
the different kinds of plants and trees as well 
as animals according to their different kinds, 
but we also see an orderly pattern in the 
days of creation. God created by separating 
things on days 1-3 (light from darkness; sky 
from water; and then land from oceans) and 
then He filled what He had created on days 
4-6 (the stars, sun, and moon in the heavens; 
birds and fish in the sky and waters; animals 
on the land). 

Third, that God created everything for a 
reason—to bring Himself glory. We will talk a 
lot more about this during this unit, and all 
of our study through Scripture. But for now 
help your kids see that everything exists to 
show how good God is—to show His glory for 
all to see. 

DAYS OF CREATION
Separated 

Day 1: Light from darkness

Day 2: Sky from water

Day 3: Land from oceans

Filled 

Day 4: Sun, moon, stars

Day 5: Birds and fish

Day 6: Animals

God Created the World
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep these items on hand for each session: Allergy Alert, Bibles, construction paper, copy 
paper, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map or globe, snack food, paper cups, and napkins. 

WELCOME

Welcome
  F Allergy Alert
  F “Psalm 19:1” song

Activity Page
  F “Create!” activity 
page, 1 per child

Create with raw materials
  F interlocking blocks

Transition
  F countdown video 
(optional)

LEARN

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline 
or Small Group 
Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F “God Created the 
World” video 
(optional) 

Practice the key passage
  F Key Passage Marker
  F  Key Passage Poster
  F  “Psalm 19:1” song

Learn the Big Picture 
Question

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Missions moment
  F “All About the 
Americas” video

LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer 
(optional)

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Take a nature prayer walk
  F walking rope 
(optional)

LIVE

Prepare and enjoy fruit 
salad

  F bananas
  F craft sticks
  F waxed paper
  F foam bowls
  F plastic spoons
  F washed and prepared 
cut fruit (e.g. melon, 
berries, halved 
grapes, apples, kiwi) 

Sort animals
  F “Animals” printable
  F dark blue paper
  F green paper
  F light blue paper

Bounce on a blanket
  F blanket or parachute
  F foam ball or small 
stuffed animal

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an allergy alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye-level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.  

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “Create!” on the activity page.

SAY   When we humans want to create something, we use different materials to make something 
new. Do you know what God used when He created the whole world? [Allow responses.] Nothing! 
God created everything out of nothing at all! God created everything simply by speaking. That’s 
something only God can do!  

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

TALK ABOUT FAVORITE BELONGINGS  

Prompt each preschooler to think of her favorite belonging. Guide each child to draw a 
picture of her favorite belonging. Invite children to hold up their completed drawings and tell 
the group about their favorite belongings.  

SAY   Your belongings are things that belong to you. God gives us things to enjoy and care for. 
Did you know that the world and everything in it are God’s belongings? God made everything so 
everything belongs to Him. We will learn more about that in today’s Bible story.  

CREATE WITH RAW MATERIALS

Set out interlocking blocks or play dough. Encourage preschoolers to make anything of their 
choosing using the items available. Encourage creativity. 

SAY   Look at all your different creations! You made many different things with all these supplies. 
In today’s Bible story, we will hear about how God created the world. Do you know what supplies He 
had? Nothing at all! God created the world just by speaking. Let’s hear how He did that in today’s 
Bible story.  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain preschoolers attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, 
or clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Invite preschoolers to walk as their favorite 
animal as they transition to Learn.

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Invite a few volunteers to tell about things they like to make. Offer prompts such as art, toys, 
and blocks to start preschoolers talking. 

SAY   People often use things they already have and make new things. God made us creative like 
that. God is the greatest maker of all. He made the whole world out of nothing at all. Listen to how 
God did that in today’s Bible story.   

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at Genesis 1 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently 
display the open Bible. 

SAY   The Bible is the most important book there is because it has God’s words in it. God talks to 
us through the Bible. We know our story today is a true story because it comes from the Bible, and 
the Bible is true. Today’s Bible story comes from the very first chapter of the very first book of the 
Bible, Genesis.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or small group timeline. Remind children 
that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells the big 
story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
  In the beginning, there was nothing but God. There was no sun, no dirt, no creeks, no 

animals, and no people. God began to do something that no one else could ever do. God began to 
make the world … out of nothing!

First, God made the heavens and the earth. The earth was covered with water, and it 
was dark. God said, “Let there be light!” And there was light. God saw that the light 
was good. Everything God makes is good. God called the light “day,” and He called the 
darkness “night.” That was Day 1.

On Day 2, God made a space over the earth that He called the sky.

On Day 3, God gathered the water on earth into oceans. Now there was dry land. 
God saw that it was good. He made all kinds of plants and trees. Every plant and tree 
had seed to grow more of the same kind of plant or tree. And God saw that it was good. 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

On Day 4, God made lights in the sky for day and night. He made the sun 
for daytime, and the moon and stars for night. God looked at what He had 
made, and God saw that it was good.

On Day 5, God made animals that live in the water and animals that 
fly in the sky. He made fish and whales and seahorses and eels that move 
in the water. He made birds that fly in the sky. He made each kind 
of animal different, and God saw that it was good. So God blessed the 
animals and told them to have baby fish and baby birds so there would be more of 
them on earth.

On Day 6, God made animals that live on earth—all different kinds! 
He made wild animals, like lions and giraffes and foxes. He made animals that 
crawl on the ground, like alligators and caterpillars. He made animals that help 
people, like cows and camels and sheep. And God saw that all of it was 
good.   

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   Jesus is Lord over everything. The Bible says everything was created by Him 
and for Him. Jesus holds everything together and everything brings God glory.    

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   God did something no one else could ever do. He made the world out of 
nothing. Each of the six days, God spoke and made a different part of His creation. 
God saw that everything He made was good. All that He created showed how 
powerful and amazing He is. Creation gives God glory. God’s glory is His greatness. 
Jesus is God the Son. Everything was created by Jesus and for Jesus. Jesus gives God 
glory best of all.   

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Place the key passage marker at Psalm 19:1. Invite a child to open your Bible to 
the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers 
to use as they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video for 
inspiration. 

SAY   Our key passage reminds us that God’s creation gives Him glory. When we 
look at the sky, we can remember that God made it. We can praise and glorify Him 
for the beautiful creation He has given us to enjoy.  

Sing the key passage song, “Psalm 19:1.” You may also choose to sing a 
worship song of your choice.  

STORYTELLING TIPS
Use props: Gather 
props to represent the 
different days of creation. 
Show each prop at the 
appropriate moment in 
the Bible story. Potential 
props include bottled 
water, flashlight or puck 
light, real or artificial 
plants, plastic or stuffed 
animals, different 
colors of construction 
paper, drawings, or 
photographs.   

Count on your fingers: 
Lead preschoolers to 
hold up the appropriate 
number of fingers to 
represent each day of 
creation as you tell the 
Bible story. 
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   Our big picture question asks, Why did God create everything? God created everything 
for His glory. God is the greatest of all. He created the world and all that is in it to show His power, 
might, and goodness. God deserves our worship. 

MISSIONS MOMENT

SAY   Many people around the world have never heard that God made them and loves us. God 
wants believers to tell others about Him and about His Son, Jesus. A missionary is a follower of 
Jesus who is sent out to go and make more followers of Jesus throughout the earth. Some people say 
America when meaning the United States, but other countries are also part of the world we call “the 
Americas.” There’s North America, Central America, and South America. Missionaries live in each of 
these areas of the world, sharing the gospel.    

Show the American regions on a world map. Then show the “All About the Americas” 
missions video. Close in prayer, asking God to help people in the Americas hear about Him. 
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned
PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   God, we praise You for all that You made. You are the Creator and King. All that You created 
shows Your power and glory. Remind us of Your goodness as we enjoy Your creation. Amen.  

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Serve a snack. Show the Bible story 
picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   What was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?   

SAY   Name some ways we can thank God for His creation.   

SAY   Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.  

TAKE A NATURE PRAYER WALK
If weather permits, lead preschoolers outside. Guide preschoolers to point out things God 
made that they see on their walk. Lead the group in saying, “Thank You, God!” Be sure to 
follow your church’s security procedures for leaving the classroom. 

SAY   Jesus is Lord over everything. The Bible says everything was created by Him and for Him. 
Jesus holds everything together and everything brings God glory.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love
Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small 
groups that rotate through each activity; or set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose. 

CALL IT GOOD 
Invite preschoolers to take turns naming things that God made. After each child names 
something, lead the group to say, “God saw that it was good!” Consider giving children 
categories of things to name, such as things that grow in the ground, things you find in the 
sea, things that live on the ground, things that fly in the sky, things you eat, and so forth. 

SAY   God looked at everything He made and saw that it was good. God made Jesus Lord over 
everything. The Bible says everything was created by Him and for Him. Jesus holds everything 
together, and everything brings God glory.  

PREPARE AND ENJOY FRUIT SALAD 
Post an allergy alert. Wash or sanitize hands. Give each preschooler a banana. Invite her 
to peel the banana and slice it with a craft stick on the waxed paper. Guide her to place her 
banana pieces in her bowl. Spoon additional fruit items of a child’s choosing in his bowl. Be 
sure only adults add additional fruit to a child’s bowl. Encourage preschoolers to gently mix 
up their fruit with a spoon and enjoy their fruit salad.

SAY   On Day 3, God made all kinds of plants and trees. Every plant and tree had seed to grow 
more of the same kind of plant or tree. The fruit we are eating came from plants and trees. Jesus is 
Lord over the plants and trees and everything else He made.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

SORT ANIMALS
Print the “Animals” printable and cut apart the cards. Set out a sheet of dark blue paper to 
represent water, green to represent land, and light blue to represent sky. Invite preschoolers 
to sort the animal cards according to where each animal lives.

SAY   God created the world in the perfect order. He made the sky, sea, and land before He made 
the animals to live there. He knew the animals would need a place to live before He created them. 
The Bible says that Jesus was there creating with God. Jesus holds everything together.  

BOUNCE ON A BLANKET 
Lead preschoolers to surround a blanket or parachute, holding its edges. Toss the ball or 
stuffed animal into the middle of the blanket and show preschoolers how to shake the blanket 
to make the ball bounce around. Challenge them to keep the ball on the blanket.

After a few minutes of play, direct children to freeze in place every time the ball bounces out. 
When children freeze, say one of the following phrases and lead preschoolers to repeat the 
phrase after you:

• God made you.
• God loves you.
• The Bible is God’s Word.
• Jesus came to earth to save us.

SAY   These are truths we can learn and tell other people. Missionaries tell these truths to people 
around the world.  

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete the coloring page. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed activity 
page. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with the 
family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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