
Unit 1: In the Beginning

SESSION 1: God Created the World
Genesis 1

SESSION 2: God Created People
Genesis 1–2

SESSION 3: Creation Glorifies God
Psalm 19

Unit Description: 
The story begins with God creating everything from nothing. Of all of God’s perfect creation, 
people were most special, alone being made in God’s image. All that God created was created to 
reveal God’s glory—how amazing He is.

Younger Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything to show He is great.

Older Preschool Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.
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CREATION GLORIFIES GOD
P S A L M  1 9

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
All of creation shows how great God is. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best way we 
can know how great God is.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 19:1

Unit 1 • Session 3

BIG TRUTH SESSION
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
In the first two sessions of this unit, we 
have seen a common thread of God’s glory. 
God created everything, including people, to 
display His glory. In this session, we want to 
make sure that our preschoolers understand 
what that means. What is God’s glory?

God’s glory can be thought of as God’s 
greatness. The Bible often uses the picture 
of a brilliant white light when it comes to 
God’s glory. When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai after spending time with God, 
his face shone. When Jesus was transfigured, 
He shined like a brilliant white light. And 
when Paul encountered Jesus on the road to 
Damascus, he saw a blinding light. Such an 
intense light helps us understand how pure 
and powerful God’s glory is. 

But we don’t just see God’s glory revealed 
in bright light. In this session, we will look 
at a Psalm that King David wrote many years 
after Adam and Eve. David used creation to 
speak of God’s glory. For David, it was easy to 
see God’s glory—at least its fingerprints—all 
around him. 

If you have ever looked up into the 
heavens on a clear, dark night, maybe you 
have sensed it too as you consider all the 
stars that cannot be counted and think that 
each is a giant sun, like ours—only our sun 
is relatively modest in comparison—and that 

they stretch over billions and billions and 
trillions and trillions of miles. And that is 
just what we can see! 

Or maybe you have caught a glimpse of 
God’s glory as you looked over a stunning 
mountain range or walked on a beach. 
Creation is full of beauty, wonder, and 
power—all of which hints at the greater 
beauty, wonder, and power of the Creator 
who made it all. God is glorious indeed. 

But one of the greatest ways we can know 
of God’s glory is that the Creator who made 
everything not only made us too, but wants 
to have a friendship with us. That is why He 
gave us the Bible—so that we might come to 
know Him, love Him, and live for Him. 

As you teach, seek to 
leave your preschoolers in 
awe of how big and how 
good and how loving God 
is.

TERMS TO 
KNOW 

Glory: God’s glory 
is His greatness and 
is often described 
in the Bible as a 
brilliant white light. 
That picture is used 
to show how pure 
and powerful God’s 
glory really is.

Creation Glorifies God
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep these items on hand for each session: Allergy Alert, Bibles, construction paper, copy 
paper, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map or globe, snack food, paper cups, and napkins. 

WELCOME

Welcome
  F “Psalm 19:1” song

Activity Page
  F “See His Glory” 
activity page, 
1 per child

Make glowing star pictures 
  F thick towels
  F dark blue or black 
construction paper

  F dull pencils, 1 per 
child

  F flashlights
  F white crayon

Transition
  F countdown video 
(optional)

LEARN

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline 
or Small Group 
Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F “Creation Glorifies 
God” video (optional) 

Practice the key passage
  F yellow construction 
paper

  F tape
  F flashlight
  F Key Passage Marker
  F  Key Passage Poster
  F  “Psalm 19:1” song

Learn the Big Picture 
Question

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Missions moment
  F “Embera Bead 
Project” printable

LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer 
(optional)

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Look at books about 
things God made

  F books featuring 
nature, animals, or 
people

LIVE

Experiment with prisms
  F prisms
  F flashlights (optional) 

Count stars under a table
  F adhesive-backed glow 
in the dark stars

  F blanket or sheet

Pretend to sell jewelry
  F toy jewelry
  F jewelry boxes and 
pouches

  F toy money and credit 
cards

  F toy register
  F toy computer, phone, 
or tablet

  F leftover beaded 
bracelets from 
session 2 (optional)

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an allergy alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye-level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.  

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “See His Glory!” on the activity page.

SAY   You found the letters that spell the word glory. Glory is an easy word to say, but explaining 
what glory means is not that easy. We’ve been learning from our big picture question that God 
created everything for His glory. Our key passage also talks about God’s glory. We will learn more 
about God’s glory in today’s Bible story.  

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

TELL FAVORITE SONGS  

Invite preschoolers to take turns telling the group their favorite song about God. Encourage 
children to sing part of the song they named or lead the group in singing.

SAY   We sang songs about God. Today’s Bible story is a song about God. A king named David 
loved God, so he wrote a song to celebrate how great God is.  

MAKE GLOWING STAR PICTURES 

Guide children to lay a sheet of black or dark blue construction paper on a thick towel. 
Demonstrate how to use a dull pencil to poke holes in the paper. Hold up the punched paper 
in front of a flashlight to reveal a starry sky. Invite preschoolers to make their own starry sky 
pictures. Write the key passage with a white crayon on each child’s artwork.

SAY   Your pictures remind me of a clear night sky! In today’s Bible story, a king named David 
wrote a song about God. He said what we see in the night sky tells us about God. Listen to the story 
to find out what the sky shows us about God.  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain preschoolers attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, 
or clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Invite preschoolers to pretend to be either 
the sun, moon, or a star as they transition to Learn. Children may hold their hands in a circle 
above them or in front of them to be the sun or moon and outstretch their arms to be stars.

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Invite preschoolers to tell you things that they can see in the sky. 

SAY   Today’s Bible story is a song that a king wrote about God. He said that every day and every 
night what we see in the heavens tells us about God.   

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at Psalm 19 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display 
the open Bible. 

SAY   Another name for the Bible is God’s Word. We say the Bible is God’s Word because it is God’s 
words to us. The last two weeks, we heard from the Book of Genesis how God created everything 
for His glory, including us. That’s a big, important idea that we want to understand, so to help us do 
that, we will look at what a king wrote about God’s glory in a song from the Book of Psalms. Genesis 
and Psalms are both in the Old Testament part of the Bible.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or small group timeline. Remind children 
that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells the big 
story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

CREATION GLORIFIES GOD
  King David loved God. He wrote a psalm, or song, to celebrate how great God is. 

This is what he wrote:

“The heavens show us the glory of God—how great He is. When we look up into the 
sky we can see what God made. Every day and every night what we see in the heavens 
tells us about God. The heavens don’t use words, but they show us. And everyone 
in the world can see. 

“We can see God’s glory in the sun coming up every morning and then going 
down at the end of the day. Everyone and everything can feel the sun’s warmth.”

David also wrote,

“God’s words to us are perfect. They give us new life. We can trust them. God’s words 
to us are right. God’s words to us make our hearts glad. God’s words to us are worth more than 
the purest gold! God’s words to us are sweeter than the sweetest honey. God’s words help us. 
They warn us of what not to do and when we obey them, we are rewarded. 

“Who can remember all of the times he disobeyed God? Sometimes we disobey God without 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

meaning to or knowing we did. But God can forgive us of everything. And 
God can help us not to disobey Him. We should want everything we 
say and think to make God happy.”   

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   All of creation shows how great God is. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best way 
we can know how great God is.      

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   God is so great! We don’t have to look hard to see that is true. God’s glory is 
all around us—in everything He made! We see God in His creation and in His words 
to us in the Bible. Most of all we see God’s glory in Jesus, God the Son.    

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Before the session, cut out several stars from yellow construction paper and 
write part of the key passage on each one. Tape the key passage stars on the 
ceiling in your room. 

Place the key passage marker at Psalm 19:1. Invite a child to open your Bible 
to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Guide preschoolers to repeat 
the key passage using the motions you created in the first session. Dim the 
lights and lead preschoolers to take turns shining a flashlight on the ceiling at 
each part of the key passage as you lead the group in saying the words. 

SAY   Our key passage comes from what King David wrote in his song about God. 
Creation tells us about God, but it doesn’t use words. What God made shows us 
what God is like, and everyone in the world can see.   

Sing the key passage song, “Psalm 19:1.” You may also choose to sing a 
worship song of your choice. 

LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   This is the last week for our big picture question. Do you remember the 
answer? Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory. 
God’s glory is His greatness. All of creation shows God’s glory. Jesus is God. Jesus is 
the One who shows God’s glory more than anyone or anything.   

STORYTELLING TIPS
Sing the story: Before 
the session, practice 
singing the parts of the 
story that describe what 
David wrote in Psalm 19. 
You may also consider 
inviting someone who 
sings to visit your group 
and sing the story.

Look at creation: Display 
nature photographs as 
you tell the first part 
of the Bible story. You 
may choose to hold up 
printed photos or show a 
slideshow. Hold up your 
Bible to emphasize the 
goodness of God’s Word 
as you tell the second 
part of the Bible story. 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

MISSIONS MOMENT
Display the “Embera Bead Project” photos from last week’s session and quickly review the 
missions story. Show preschoolers the nation of Columbia on a world map or globe. Point to 
the city of Medellin if it is labeled.   

SAY   Many Embera people left their homes and communities to move to the city of Medellin so 
they would be safe, but life is hard for the Embera in Medellin. Finding a job is difficult because 
they do not speak Spanish, which is the language most people in Medellin speak. Missionary Beth 
Burkhalter and her husband began sharing stories about Jesus with the Embera people. They not 
only helped the Embera women sell their jewelry to help their families, but they are also introducing 
them to Jesus. Jesus is the best way we can know how great God is.  
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned
PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   God, thank You for Your creation that shows Your glory all around us. Help us think about 
You as we look at the things You made and hear Your truth in the Bible.  Most of all, thank You for 
Jesus, Your Son, who is the best way we can know how great You are. Help us turn away from our 
sin and follow Him. Amen.  

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Serve a snack. Show the Bible story 
picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   What was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?   

SAY   Name something God created that reminds you of how great He is.   

SAY   Why did God create everything? God created everything for His glory.  

 LOOK AT BOOKS ABOUT THINGS GOD MADE
Gather an assortment of books that feature pictures of things God made, such as nature, 
animals, and humans. Set out books for preschoolers to browse. Invite preschoolers to say 
sentence prayers to praise God for His creation as they notice a picture. Be prepared to offer 
suggestions, such as “God, I see Your glory in this mountain You made.” “God, this otter 
shows me how You care about everything You made.” “God, this person You made reminds me 
that You sent Your Son to save people from sin.”  

SAY   Everything God made tells us about Him. All of creation shows how great God is. We can 
praise God for His creation. Most of all we can praise God for Jesus. Jesus is God. Jesus is the best 
way we can know how great God is.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love
Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small 
groups that rotate through each activity; or set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose. 

PLAY OUT A DAY 
Invite preschoolers to name things they do at different times of day, such as morning, noon, 
afternoon, and night. Lead preschoolers to pantomime the actions they would typically 
do through the course of a day. Call out an action and lead preschoolers to copy your 
movements. Pretend a day is really fast and move through the movements quickly. Then 
pretend a day is really slow and move through the movements slowly.    

SAY   The sun comes up every morning, and we begin our days. Our days end when the sun goes 
down. We see God’s glory in each day He made. All of creation shows how great God is. Jesus is God. 
Jesus is the best way we can know how great God is.  

EXPERIMENT WITH PRISMS 
Display a variety of prisms in a sunny window at a child’s level. Invite preschoolers to 
experiment with the prisms by tilting the prisms, searching for rainbows in the room, and 
looking at different objects through the prism. Offer flashlights if there is little sun in your 
room. Be sure to observe children closely if they are playing with a glass prism to avoid injury 
from broken glass.  

SAY   Isn’t God amazing how He made light to come from so many colors? We see God’s glory, or 
His greatness, in everything He made. We see God’s glory best of all in Jesus. Jesus is God the Son. 
Through Jesus, we can know how great God truly is!  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

COUNT STARS UNDER A TABLE
Arrange adhesive-backed glow in the dark stars on the underside of a table. Cover the table 
on three sides with a blanket or sheet. Invite preschoolers to climb under the table, lay on 
their backs, and count the stars. Consider allowing preschoolers to add to, take away, and 
rearrange the stars for one another to count.  

SAY   The Bible tells us that when we look up into the sky we can see what God made. Every day 
and every night what we see in the sky tells us about God. And everyone in the world can see. All of 
creation shows how great God is. Jesus is the best way we can know how great God is.  

PRETEND TO SELL JEWELRY 
Gather a variety of toy jewelry. If your group made extra beaded bracelets in the previous 
session, gather those as well. Arrange the jewelry along with jewelry boxes, pouches, toy 
money, credit cards, cash registers, computers, phones, or tablets in a play area. Invite 
preschoolers to play out selling beaded jewelry both in person and online. Review the 
missions moment as preschoolers play. 

SAY   The Embera women, their families, and even the jewelry they make show God’s glory too! All 
of creation shows how great God is. God made humans to be creative like Him, and when humans 
create, God gets glory!  

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete the coloring page. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed activity 
page. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with the 
family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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