
34 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 4

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on 
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: 

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 35 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
John wrote a letter to believers. John said, “See what great love God the Father 
has given us. God calls us His children, and we are! When Jesus comes back, we 
will be like Him. We do what is right because we are God’s children.” Then John 
reminded them of an old commandment: “We should love one another. We know 
what love is because Jesus gave His life for us, so we should give what we have 
for our brothers and sisters. We know we are God’s children because we obey His 
words and love one another.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *People who love Jesus are part of God’s family.
 *God wants us to love one another.
 *We know what love is because Jesus gave His life for us.

Children of God

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3

STORY POINT: One day all Christians will 
see Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: Because Jesus gave 
His life for us, we give our lives for others.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 John 2. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family. God wants us to love one 

another. We know what love is because Jesus gave His life for us. ONE 

DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Skip to My Lou”:

“ Jesus is coming soon! [Repeat 2x.] 
One day Christians will see Him!”

SAY • God wants us to love one another. We know what love is because Jesus 
gave His life for us. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Trace hands
Trace each baby’s hands on construction paper. Write Jesus gave His life for us on 
his paper. Help babies place stickers on their handprints. Talk about the Bible 
story as babies work.
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family. God wants us to love one 

another. Because Jesus gave His life for us, we give our lives for others. 
ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Play with baby dolls
Give children baby dolls to play with and hold. Show the babies how to hug and 
rock the baby doll. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family. God wants us to love one 

another. We know what love is because Jesus gave His life for us. ONE 

DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the story point, gospel gems, 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 John 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make Jesus art
Use washable markers to draw hearts and write JESUS on white paper for each 
child. Give toddlers an eyedropper with water. Help toddlers to drop water on the 
paper to watch the marks bleed and merge. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • God wants us to love one another. We know what love is because Jesus 

gave His life for us. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Count people figures
Give each child a person figure. Invite toddlers to sit in a circle. Place a bin with 
heart-shaped stickers on the outside in the center of the circle. Help toddlers 
count as they put the figures in the box. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family. God’s family grows as we 

tell people about Jesus. Because Jesus gave His life for us, we give our lives 
for others. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Look at families
Bring pictures of families from magazines or show pictures of families on an 
electronic device. Be sensitive to toddlers’ family situations. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family. God wants us to love one 

another as one big family. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Take an inside walk
Use a stroller or walking rope to walk in the church according to safety 
procedures. Point out believers as members of God’s family. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • People who love Jesus are part of God’s family—His children. We know 

what love is because Jesus gave His life for us. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS 

WILL SEE JESUS.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
STORY POINT: One day all Christians will see Jesus.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Because Jesus gave His life for us, we give our lives 

for others.

Transition activity: Play with play dough
Give toddlers play dough and kitchen tools (spatula, whisks, cookie cutters, rolling 
pins). Allow toddlers to use tools to play with the play dough. Encourage toddlers to 
take turns with the kitchen tools. Tell the Bible story as they play.
SAY • Jesus’ friend John had a message for believers. People who love Jesus are part 

of God’s family. God wants us to love one another. We know what love is 
because Jesus gave His life for us. Because Jesus gave His life for us, we give 
our lives for others. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Sing a song about God’s love
Sing “Behold What Manner of Love” with toddlers as they wave scarves to the 
music. Open the Bible to 1 John 3:1 and read the verse. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • John said God wants us to love one another. We know what love is because 

Jesus gave His life for us. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Hear the good news
Before the session, ask security-check approved bilingual guests to come teach 
toddlers how to say “Jesus loves you!” Thank the guests, and then tell the story.
SAY • No matter where we live and what we look like, people who love Jesus are 

part of God’s family. God wants us to love one another. ONE DAY ALL 

CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ Connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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