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Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica. Scripture 
marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is 
cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the Terms of Service agreement as described on the website 
www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is good, so I can obey Him even when it’s hard. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 6:5–9:17 

KEY VERSE:  “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  
John 14:15 (NIrV) 
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 Our first house was a real “fixer upper.” The plumbing was held together by duct tape, every wall 
needed to be painted, and the basement looked like something out of a horror film. After everything on 
the main floor was to our satisfaction, we turned our attention to the basement. Demolition is fun! Can I 
say that? Anything that involves sledgehammers is a recipe for a ridiculously good time. We saved 
nothing and started over. We were able to design everything the way we wanted, and after months of 
hard work, we were able to put down the final glorious piece—the carpet. When it was all finished my wife 
and I celebrated by taking a nap. Following the nap, I went downstairs to take another glorious look at 
what we had accomplished. However, to my horror, one of my dogs had somehow managed to chew up a 
bottle of Gorilla Glue. There was a massive puddle in the center of the floor, which ruined our brand-new 
carpet. I was more than a little upset, and that was just carpet. I cannot even begin to wonder what it must 
have been like for our creator God, in the days of Noah, to watch the people He made in His image 
decimate His world and wreak havoc on one another.  
 In Genesis 6, we see difficult words that express how the events that had unfolded agonized our 
LORD. “And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.” 
(Gen 6:6 ESV) This says a lot about our God. It can sometimes be easy to write God off as this 
immaterial, impersonal force. But here we see that God is anguished to His core. The account of Noah is 
often voiced in a way that speaks heavily to God’s wrath and justice. And while those are certainly 
present, the story of Noah also expresses God’s preserving goodness in the Ark, a relationship of trust 
between a man and The One True God. In its simplest form, the story of Noah is a story of Grace. It’s a 
story that points to the day when evil is no more; death, mourning and pain have passed away, and God 
once again will dwell with his people. God loves us and hasn’t given up on us.  
 
 
John Garrison  
GO! Contributor  
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How to Prepare Like a Champ for Small Group 
 
Picture this scene: moments before children’s church is scheduled to begin a leader stands in the corner 
of the room with his face buried in some papers labeled “Small Group Lesson.” He seems oblivious to the 
kids moving quickly and loudly all around him. A bead of sweat rolls down his face. The clock ticks loudly 
as he reads at a fevered pace. Have you seen this leader? Are you this leader? There’s no judgment 
here! We get it—life is often really busy and finding the time to lead a small group, much less prepare for 
one, can be tough. But by investing just a small amount of time into preparation, you can go from being a 
good small group leader to a great one. Here’s how: 
 
Read your lesson ahead of time. You saw that one coming, didn’t you? When the kids arrive, it’s game 
time. When you’ve read the lesson ahead of time, the kids get your full attention from the moment they 
walk in. When small group begins, you’ll be able to lead much more effectively if you’re not trying to figure 
out the lesson for yourself at the same time you’re explaining it to your group.  

 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Many of the small group activities in the GO! curriculum have 
materials that go with it. When you read the lesson at home, you might have a picture of what the 
materials look like, but double check to make sure what you imagined matches reality when you arrive at 
church.  
 
Prepare your own heart. The best way to lead the kids in your group is through example. Consider 
reading the Bible story ahead of time and asking yourself how it applies to your own life. Spend some 
time in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to show you how you need to change in light of this story.  
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NOAH’S ARK ANIMAL MASH-UP 
Say: Today we’re going to be hearing about the story of Noah’s ark. So to get us in the mood, we’re 
going to draw some different animals. There’s a little bit of a twist, though. 
 
Directions: Hand each kid in your group a piece of paper and something to draw with. Pass out one 
“Animal Card” to each kid in the group. There are 10 different cards, each with a different animal listed on 
it. (If you have more than 10 kids in your group, it’s okay to have duplicates.) When you say “go,” have 
the kids begin drawing their animal on their paper. Wait for about 20 seconds and then say, “switch.” At 
that point, each kid will have to pass their drawing to the kid on their right. Without crossing out or 
scribbling over anything, each kid will have to make their new drawing look like the animal on their card. 
For example, if they have the “Elephant” card, but received a drawing that looks like a dog, they might 
add a trunk and big ears to the drawing. Let another 20 seconds pass and then say “switch” again. Have 
the kids once again pass their drawing to the right. Every time they get a new drawing, they’ll have to try 
to “fix” it to look like their animal. For every new drawing they get, this should become more difficult. After 
the cards have been passed completely around the circle (or when their drawings have become such a 
jumbled mess that they’re having difficulty proceeding), have the kids take turns showing their drawing. 
Let the other kids in the group guess what each animal is supposed to be.  
 
Say: Fixing those drawings to look like your animal was really hard. It would have been a lot easier if you 
could have had a “do over.” Sometimes we can make such a mess with things that it would be easier for 
us to just start over from the beginning. That’s kind of what happened in the story of Noah. We’ll get to 
hear all about that in just a little bit.  

ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

Directions: During the Large Group program, the kids will be guided through an imagination exercise 
where they will imagine what it would have been like to witnesses the creation of the world. At the end of 
the imagination exercise, kids will turn to their small groups or neighbors and discuss the following 
questions: 
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. Of all the things you imagined, what was your favorite? Describe it. 
2. If you were Noah, how would you have felt when God told you He was going to flood the earth?  
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For Older Kids: 

1. Of all the things you imagined, what was your favorite? Describe it. 
2. What do you think this story teaches us about God?  

 
 

  
 
DO YOU HAVE THE STRENGTH TO OBEY? (Application Activity) 
Say: During Large Group, we talked about how it can be hard to obey on your own sometimes. 
Fortunately, as we learned, “God remembers us.” He doesn’t just ask us to obey and then leave us on our 
own. He’s right by our side, giving us the strength to do what He tells us. We’re going to do an activity 
right now that’s going to help us experience what that’s like.  
 
Directions: Give each kid in the group a rock. Tell them that the rock represents something they have a 
hard time obeying. Ask them to think quietly for a moment what that is for them. It might also be helpful to 
have them think about the times they most often get into trouble. That’s usually an indication that they’re 
struggling to obey. Once they’ve had a moment to think about what that is for them, ask them to hold their 
rock out one at a time and tell the group what it is.  
 
When everyone who wants to share has had a chance, direct the kids to clutch their rock in their fist and 
then hold their arm straight out into the middle of the circle. Challenge them to hold their arm like that for 
as long as they can. They cannot use anything to prop their arm up. After a minute or two, you will see 
that the kids are beginning to struggle. As they struggle say the following: 
 
Say: Sometimes obeying without any help can be really hard, but like I said before, we’re not alone. God 
is always with us. He gives us the strength to obey Him.  
 
Directions: Tell the kids they can now use their other hand to help them hold their arm up. Tell them that 
their other hand is like the hand of God. When they begin to use their other hand, you will be able to see 
the relief in their faces. While your group is still holding their rocks into the middle of the circle, ask the 
kids to pray with you. Pray in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads you, asking God to give each one of the 
kids in your group the strength to do what is right. Afterwards, ask the following questions: 
 
Question: What was it like when you had to hold your arm straight out for so long with nothing to help? 
 
Question: What did it feel like when you could finally use your other hand? 
 
Question: How do you think this relates to God helping us obey? 
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WORD DROP (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the stack of “Word” cards in the middle of the group. Each card will have a small part of 
today’s Bible verse on it. Today’s verse is: 
 
 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” John 14:15 
 
Begin by having your group sort through the cards and figure out what order they go in. Have them lay 
the cards in the correct order in the center of the group. Allow your kids to read the completed verse a few 
times. When finished, have one of the kids in your group roll the dice. If they roll a 1–5, remove that 
number of cards from the verse. After removing the cards, have your group recite the verse again. If 
someone rolls a 6, the entire group must stand up, run counter-clockwise around the circle, and sit down 
in their original spot. Once seated, have the entire group recite the verse together. (See below for a 
possible younger kid modification.) Choose another kid to roll the dice and continue doing this until all of 
the cards have been removed and your group can completely recite the verse from memory. If your group 
still needs more practice by the end, lay all of the cards back on the floor in the correct order and play 
another round. When finished, talk about the following questions: 
 
Possible Modification for Younger Kids: If your kids still struggle to read, consider using the following 
modification. Lay the cards in the correct order for the kids to see. Slowly repeat the verse with the kids 
numerous times so they can begin to memorize it with you. When they seem ready, choose someone to 
roll the dice. If an even number is rolled, have the entire group recite the verse together. If an odd number 
is rolled, have everyone in the group make a silly face. Repeat until everyone has had a turn. 
 
For Younger Kids: 
Question: Can you name some things that God commands us to do? 
 
Question: Do you ever have a hard time obeying any of those commands?  
 
For Older Kids: 
Question: Are there any commandments from God that you have a hard time obeying? In other words, 
what are some of the ways you struggle to do the right thing? 
 
 
PRAYER CIRCLE (Group Prayer Activity) 
Say: It’s really easy to remember to pray for ourselves, but sometimes we forget that God wants us to 
pray for others too. We’re going to spend some time right now and over the next week doing just that.  
 
Directions: Go around the circle and ask each kid to share one thing they would like prayer for over the 
coming week. Start the group by sharing something age-appropriate that you need prayer for. This is a 
great way to demonstrate vulnerability. After each kid shares, ask the rest of the group if there’s someone 
who would like to pray for that person at the end. When everyone is finished sharing, open the group in 
prayer and then allow the kids to take turns praying for one another. Encourage the kids to remember 
these prayer requests throughout the week and to pray for them continually.  
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
Noah’s Ark Animal 
Mash-up 

Blank 8½ x 11 paper 1 sheet per 
child 

 

 Pens or pencils 1 per child  

 Animal Cards 1 per child See Resource Folder. 
Print on cardstock and 
cut apart ahead of time. 

Do You Have the 
Strength to Obey? 

Small rock 
 

1 per child Needs to be small 
enough to hold in the 
palm of your hand. Can 
be reused for multiple 
services. 

Word Drop “Word” cards 1 set per group See Resource Folder. 
Print cards on 8½ x 11 
paper and cut apart. 

 Dice 1 per group  
 


