
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 36 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Revelation 1

STORY POINT:  
Jesus showed Himself to John.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Revelation 11:15

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

John’s Vision of 
Jesus

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 122

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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LEADER Bible Study
The apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation from the island of Patmos. 
Patmos was a small Greek island where the Roman emperor often exiled 
prisoners. John was likely sent to Patmos as a prisoner, arrested for 
preaching the gospel.

With this session, introduce preschoolers to the Book of Revelation—
the last book of the Bible. Other Bible books tell us about things that 
happened in the past, but Revelation tells about things that will happen in 
the future. A glimpse of the future kingdom of God gives believers hope 
and encourages them to remain faithful to Christ.

In Revelation 1, Jesus appeared to John in a vision to tell about the end 
of time. John was on the island of Patmos when he heard a voice telling 
him to write what he saw. John turned and, in a vision, saw Jesus: He 
was wearing a long robe with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. His 
head and hair were as white as snow, and His eyes were like a fiery flame. 
Because the Book of Revelation is highly symbolic, avoid dwelling on the 
physical description of Jesus. Jesus’ appearance to John reveals what Jesus 
is like: worthy of all honor, powerful, and victorious. 

John saw Jesus walking among seven lampstands, symbols for seven 
churches. Explain to the boys and girls you teach that lampstands are used 
to bring light into dark places. That is the purpose of the church—to 
bring the light of the gospel into a dark world.

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus reached down and put His 
hand on John. He said, “Don’t be afraid” (Rev. 1:17). Jesus explained that 
He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on earth, 
He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back to life. 
Now Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor. We can look forward to a future 
with Him forever.
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 John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1

Like many people who believed in Jesus, John was hurt and hated 
because he told people about Jesus. The leader of Rome punished 
John by sending him to a small island. When John was on the island, 

he had a vision. A vision is like a dream, but John was 
awake. 

John heard a loud voice like a 
trumpet. The voice said, “Write 

on a scroll what you see. Then 
send the message to the seven 

churches in Ephesus (EF uh 
suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR 
nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh 
muhm), Thyatira (THIGH 
uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR 
diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh 
DEL fih uh), and Laodicea 
(lay AHD ih SEE uh).”

John turned around and 
saw seven golden lampstands. 

Then he saw who had spoken 
to him: it was Jesus! Jesus was 

wearing a long robe with a gold 
sash wrapped around His chest. He 

had seven stars in His right hand.
When John saw Jesus, he fell down at 

Jesus’ feet. Jesus put His hand on John and said, 
“Do not be afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I 
was dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever.”

Jesus said that the seven lampstands were the seven churches. He told 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit “Island Style”: 
Spread a large beach 
towel or beach 
blanket out on the 
floor. Invite the 
children to join you on 
the floor as you tell 
the Bible story. 

• Listen for it: 
Instruct preschoolers 
to listen for what 
John saw in the Bible 
story. When they hear 
the word “saw,” they 
should point to their 
eyes. 

The BIBLE Story
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 John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1

Like many people who believed in Jesus, John was hurt and hated 
because he told people about Jesus. The leader of Rome punished 
John by sending him to a small island. When John was on the island, 

he had a vision. A vision is like a dream, but John was 
awake. 

John heard a loud voice like a 
trumpet. The voice said, “Write 

on a scroll what you see. Then 
send the message to the seven 

churches in Ephesus (EF uh 
suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR 
nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh 
muhm), Thyatira (THIGH 
uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR 
diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh 
DEL fih uh), and Laodicea 
(lay AHD ih SEE uh).”

John turned around and 
saw seven golden lampstands. 

Then he saw who had spoken 
to him: it was Jesus! Jesus was 

wearing a long robe with a gold 
sash wrapped around His chest. He 

had seven stars in His right hand.
When John saw Jesus, he fell down at 

Jesus’ feet. Jesus put His hand on John and said, 
“Do not be afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I 
was dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever.”

Jesus said that the seven lampstands were the seven churches. He told 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit “Island Style”: 
Spread a large beach 
towel or beach 
blanket out on the 
floor. Invite the 
children to join you on 
the floor as you tell 
the Bible story. 

• Listen for it: 
Instruct preschoolers 
to listen for what 
John saw in the Bible 
story. When they hear 
the word “saw,” they 
should point to their 
eyes. 

John to write about everything he had seen.

Christ Connection: Jesus showed Himself to John. Jesus said 
that He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus 
was on earth, He won the fight against sin and death by dying 
on the cross and coming back to life. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus will live with Him forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus showed Himself to John.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Direct preschoolers to draw a line connecting the first part 
of each picture with its last part.
SAY • That was fun connecting the first halves of some 

island objects with their last halves. In today’s Bible 
story, a man named John was sent to a small island 
as punishment for telling others about Jesus. While 
John was there on that island, Jesus appeared to 
John. Jesus spoke to him and said, “I am the First 
and the Last.” Listen to the story to find out more. 

Draw what you see
Arrange two to three simple objects on the tabletop, such 
as a plastic cup, alphabet block, toy car, or doll. Guide 
children to look carefully at the objects. Then suggest they 
draw a picture of what they see on a sheet of paper with 
markers or crayons.  

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Island Life” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• copy paper
• crayons or markers
• simple classroom 

objects
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SAY •  You drew a picture of the things that you saw on 
the table. In our Bible story today, Jesus appeared to 
John and told him to write on a scroll what he saw in 
the vision Jesus gave him.

Play “Who has the scroll?” game
Roll up the sheet of paper like a scroll. Appoint one child 
to be it and lead him to sit in a chair. Guide the rest of the 
preschoolers to stand in a line several feet away facing it 
with their hands behind their backs. Encourage it to bow 
his head and close his eyes while you place the scroll in one 
of the standing child’s hands. Lead the standing children to 
all say together, “Scroll, scroll, who has the scroll?” to the 
seated child. Invite it to lift his head and guess who has the 
scroll. Repeat until everyone has had a chance to guess who 
has the scroll.  
SAY • We played a game where we had to guess who had 

the scroll. In our Bible story today, Jesus appeared to 
John and told him to write all that Jesus showed him 
on a scroll.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend to swim to an island with 
you as they move to Bible study. Show them how to move 
their arms on each side of their body to resemble swimming 
motions as they walk.

• small sheet of paper

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus showed Himself to John.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Revelation 1 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible tells us true stories about God. Today’s story 

comes from the very last book of the Bible, the Book 
of Revelation.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Jesus showed Himself in a vision to John, one 

of His disciples. John was living on an island as 
punishment for telling people about Jesus. John was 
afraid when he saw Jesus, but Jesus told him not to 
fear. Jesus also told John that He is the First and Last 
and that He lives forever. While He was on earth, 
Jesus won the fight against sin and death by dying 
on the cross and coming back to life. Jesus also told 
John to write on a scroll all that he had seen.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “John’s Vision 

of Jesus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Revelation 11:15. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as 
they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video for 
inspiration. 
SAY • Our key passage was also written by the disciple 

John. It is found in Revelation 11. Jesus told John to 
write all that he saw. Our key passage, which John 
wrote down, tells us that when Jesus returns, He will 
set up His kingdom on earth and will reign forever.

Sing the key passage song, “The Kingdom of the World,” 
and the theme song, “All Hail the Power.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our new big picture question asks, What is the hope 

of the church? The church looks forward to Jesus’ 
return when He will make all things new. Jesus 
said that He is coming back soon. When Jesus comes 
back, everyone who trusts in Him will be with Him 
forever. God will undo every bad thing—no more 
death, pain, or tears! Jesus is making all things new.

Missions moment
SAY • Missionaries around the world are teaching 

the hope of Jesus from the Bible. Let’s meet a 
missionary family who is bringing hope to the people 
who live in a country called Uganda in Africa.

Play the missions video and close in prayer for the 
Singerman family.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of the World 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Meet the 
Singermans” video
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus showed Himself to John.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Play seven churches
Write the numbers one through seven on individual sheets 
of paper. Tape the numbered pages around the room. 
Instruct preschoolers to stand in the center of the room. 
Tell children that you will close your eyes and count slowly 
to seven. While you count, children should quietly walk 
to and stand by one of the numbers. When you finish 
counting, say any number between 1 and 7, open your eyes, 
and point to that number. All children standing next to the 
number, will sit down for a turn. Play several rounds. 
SAY • In a vision, Jesus showed Himself to John. Jesus 

told John to write down and send a message to seven 
churches of what he saw. Jesus also said that He is the 
First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was 
on earth, He won the fight against sin and death by 
dying on the cross and coming back to life. Everyone 
who trusts in Jesus will live with Him forever. This is 
the message that John sent to the seven churches. 

Play with a light table
Set a plastic bin with a white lid upside down on a table. 
Place a lit tap light or 3 battery-powered tea lights inside the 
bin on the white lid. Place beads and glass gems in bowls 
next to the light table. Write several words from the Bible 

• paper
• tape
• marker 

• tap light or 3 
battery-powered tea 
lights

• large plastic bin with 
white lid

• small foam bowls
• large colored 

transparent beads
• colored glass gems
• copy paper
• marker 
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story in large letters on copy paper: Jesus, John, scroll, church, 
First, Last. Guide children to place a word on the light table 
and arrange the glass gems and beads on top of the letters. 
Children may also create pictures that go with the story.
SAY • Jesus showed Himself to John in a vision. 

Jesus showed John seven golden lampstands that 
represented seven churches. Lampstands hold lights, 
like our lights in our light table. Jesus told John to 
send a message to these seven churches. Those who 
love and follow Jesus are His church. What is the 
hope of the church? The church looks forward to 
Jesus’ return when He will make all things new. 

Explore island nature items
Post an allergy alert. Place a towel on a table. Fill a bowl 
with a few inches of water and place it in the center of the 
towel. Lay nature items and the magnifying glass next to 
the bowl on top of the towel. Invite a child to examine the 
nature items with the magnifying glass. Show her the veins 
on the back of the leaves or how the magnifying glass makes 
the shells look larger. Allow her to dip a shell or a rock into 
the water and notice how the item’s appearance changes. 
SAY • These nature items remind us of things we might 

find on an island. John was a disciple of Jesus. The 
leader of Rome punished John by sending him to a 
small island. John had a vision there. Jesus showed 
Himself to John. John fell down at Jesus’ feet. Jesus 
told Him not to be afraid. Jesus is the First and the 
Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on earth, He 
won the fight against sin and death by dying on the 
cross and coming back to life. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus will live with Him forever.

• Allergy Alert
• tropical nature items 

(artificial palm 
leaves, seashells, 
coral, driftwood, 
stones)

• magnifying glass
• plastic bowl 
• towel
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Make a trumpet
Guide preschoolers to draw pictures from the story 
on sheets of construction paper. Help children roll up 
their drawings where one end of the roll is open wider 
than the other to form a trumpet. Secure with tape. 
Encourage children to place star stickers on their trumpets. 
Demonstrate how to talk into one end of the trumpet.
SAY • Let’s see if our trumpets work! John heard a loud 

voice like a trumpet when Jesus showed Himself 
to John. The voice said, “Write on a scroll what you 
see. Then send the message to seven churches.” Jesus 
wore a long robe and had stars in His right hand. 
While Jesus was on earth, He won the fight against 
sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back 
to life. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will live with 
Him forever.

Collect money for missions
Display “Refugees in Uganda Photos.” Read the 

captions aloud. Show children the jar. Suggest your group 
put money in the jar for the next few weeks. Explain that 
money we collect at church can be used to help people all 
over the world. Distribute coins and invite children to take 
turns adding their coins to the jar. 
SAY • The Singermans use money other Christians give 

to get food and clean water, medical supplies, tents, 
and Bibles for refugees in Uganda. Missionaries in 
Uganda, like the Singermans, provide healing and 
hope to people who had to leave their countries. 
What is the hope of the church? The church looks 
forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all 
things new.

• construction paper
• markers
• star stickers
• clear tape

• “Refugees in Uganda 
Photos” printable

• plastic jar or offering 
collection container

• coins

Tip: Contact 
preschool families 
during the week 
about the missions 
offering you will be 
collecting during 
this unit. Plan to 
give the money 
to your church’s 
disaster relief fund 
or give the offering 
to Send Relief 
(sendrelief.org).
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve trumpet-shaped corn snacks. Talk about how 
John heard a loud voice like a trumpet when Jesus showed 
Himself to John. Jesus won the fight against sin and death 
by dying on the cross and coming back to life. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Why was John hurt and punished and sent to a small 
island? (because he told people about Jesus)

2. Who showed Himself to John in a vision? (Jesus)
3. What did Jesus tell John to write on a scroll? (all that 

he saw)
4. How many churches was John told to send a message 

to? (seven)
5. Complete the sentence. Jesus said to John, “I am the 

First and the _________. (Last)
6. What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all 
things new.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• trumpet-shaped corn 

snacks (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of the World 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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