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Wonder World 
Noah and the Flood 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica. Scripture 
marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is 
cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the Terms of Service agreement as described on the website 
www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God is good, so I can obey Him even when it’s hard. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 6:5–9:17 

KEY VERSE:  “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  
John 14:15 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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 Our first house was a real “fixer upper.” The plumbing was held together by duct tape, every wall 
needed to be painted, and the basement looked like something out of a horror film. After everything on 
the main floor was to our satisfaction, we turned our attention to the basement. Demolition is fun! Can I 
say that? Anything that involves sledgehammers is a recipe for a ridiculously good time. We saved 
nothing and started over. We were able to design everything the way we wanted, and after months of 
hard work, we were able to put down the final glorious piece—the carpet. When it was all finished my wife 
and I celebrated by taking a nap. Following the nap, I went downstairs to take another glorious look at 
what we had accomplished. However, to my horror, one of my dogs had somehow managed to chew up a 
bottle of Gorilla Glue. There was a massive puddle in the center of the floor, which ruined our brand-new 
carpet. I was more than a little upset, and that was just carpet. I cannot even begin to wonder what it must 
have been like for our creator God, in the days of Noah, to watch the people He made in His image 
decimate His world and wreak havoc on one another.  
 In Genesis 6, we see difficult words that express how the events that had unfolded agonized our 
LORD. “And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.” 
(Gen 6:6 ESV) This says a lot about our God. It can sometimes be easy to write God off as this 
immaterial, impersonal force. But here we see that God is anguished to His core. The account of Noah is 
often voiced in a way that speaks heavily to God’s wrath and justice. And while those are certainly 
present, the story of Noah also expresses God’s preserving goodness in the Ark, a relationship of trust 
between a man and The One True God. In its simplest form, the story of Noah is a story of Grace. It’s a 
story that points to the day when evil is no more; death, mourning and pain have passed away, and God 
once again will dwell with his people. God loves us and hasn’t given up on us.  
 
 
John Garrison  
GO! Contributor  
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How to Prepare Like a Champ for Large Group 
 
Here’s a short story for you: a man gets up in front of a room full of kids and, with no forethought or 
preparation, delivers a spellbinding and life-changing message. The kids are so grateful that they carry 
the man out of the room on their shoulders as confetti canons explode. Great story, right? Unfortunately, 
you’ll find it under “fiction.” Great messages don’t just happen without a little work on the part of the 
communicator. In short, your goal as the Large Group Leader is to communicate God’s truth to kids in an 
engaging way so that life change can happen. To do that effectively, though, you’ve got to do a little prep 
work. Here are a few ways you can prepare: 
 
Live the message. Authenticity is one of the most important traits of a good communicator. When we tell 
kids that they need to be pursuing God, they need to know we’re doing that ourselves. That doesn’t mean 
you have to be perfect, it just means that you have to be working towards living out the message in your 
own life.  
 
Memorize. Sounds scary, right? It doesn’t have to be. We’ll spend more time in the future talking about 
how to memorize, but for now let’s just say this: Effective communicators memorize. When you’re tied to a 
script, you lose eye contact and your body becomes less animated. And when that happens, your level of 
engagement goes down. If you’ve never memorized before, start small. Pick a section of the lesson to 
memorize and pay attention to the difference it makes with your audience.  
 
Rehearse. In short, don’t let service time be the first time you’ve ever delivered your message. It might 
seem awkward at first, but run through your message a few times in advance. If possible, do it in the 
actual space where you’ll be teaching. 
 
Pray. When we deliver God’s message, we’re not alone. Ask for the Holy Spirit to be your co-teacher!  
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“I wonder.” It’s an expression we’re all familiar with, but have you ever stopped to think how powerful 
those two words are? It’s an expression that invites people to step into the mysteries of the world. Have 
you ever wondered what it would be like to see the world as God spoke it into existence? Or how about 
when the skies opened up and flooded the earth with water? During the “Wonder World” series, kids will 
be asked to close their eyes and use the five senses of their imagination to see, hear, taste, touch, and 
feel the Bible coming to life. They’ll get to experience the unfolding of Scripture in a way they’ve never 
experienced before! 

 

• Clear enough space in your room so that the kids can lie down on their backs without touching 
each other. This will help create a distraction-free environment during the Big Bible Story 
imagination exercise.  

• Place a bucket with handle in the teaching area. 

• Place a small pile of rocks near the bucket in the teaching area. Test the weight of the rocks in 
the bucket ahead of time. Be sure that it’s heavy enough that a kid couldn’t hold the weight of the 
rocks with their arm outstretched for too long.  

• Place a Bible in the teaching area. Consider supplying extra Bibles for kids who don’t bring their 
own.  

• Choose which of the GO! Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out 
the appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG:  “Wonder World” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  Play “Wonder World Intro Video” 
 
DO OVER 
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone and welcome to our final week of “Wonder World”! So far we’ve 
been exploring some amazing stories from the earliest parts of the Bible in the book of Genesis. The first 
week we looked at how God created everything in the world. The second week we saw how all the good 
things that God made were broken when sin entered the world. And last week we heard the story about 
how a jealous man, named Cain, gave in to sin and did something absolutely terrible to his brother Abel. 
Things are getting out of control—aren’t they? Something has to be done! It sounds like the world needs 
a “do over.” 
 
You all know what a “do over” is, right? Sometimes, something just gets so messed up that the only thing 
you can do is to start over from scratch. Well, here’s what I want to do. I want to hear from you about a 
time when something like that happened to you—a time when you needed a total “do over.”  
 

Consider telling a story of time when you needed a total “do over.” Call on 2 or 3 kids and 
ask them to tell their stories as well. 

 
Great stories! You know what—“do overs” can be frustrating sometimes because you worked so hard on 
something and now you have to start over from the beginning. Something tells me, though, that our “do 
overs” are nothing compared to the one we’re going to hear about today. Today we’re going to see, hear 
and even smell a story about the world’s biggest “do over” ever! How could we possibly do that? In our 
imagination! So let’s get ready. 
 

If possible, instruct the kids to spread out and lie down on the floor, flat on their backs. 
Tell them that they will have to be very quiet during the story. For younger kids, you 
may want to help them “get their wiggles out.” Tell them to wiggle their bodies for 
as long as you keep saying the word “wiggle.” Tell them to freeze as soon as you 
say the word “freeze.” Repeat this for a few rounds. Turn the lights off to help create 
a quiet, distraction-free environment. When the kids are all in place and quiet, ask them 
to close their eyes and begin playing the “Wonder World” audio track. The audio script is 
provided below so that you can see how the story unfolds.  
 

THE BIG BIBLE STORY—NOAH & THE FLOOD 
CG:  “Big Bible Story” graphic 
Sound:  Play “Wonder World—Noah and the Flood” audio 
Lights:  Turn OFF room lights 
 
“Wonder World” Audio Script: A long time had passed since Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
brought sin into the world and things were only getting worse. In fact, the Bible says that things were evil 
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all the time. Can you imagine what people were doing to each other? Can you picture the sadness on 
people’s faces?  
 
In Genesis chapter 6, the Bible says that all of this made God very sad. Everyone was evil except for one 
man who was still good and loved God. His name was Noah. What do you think Noah looked like? Can 
you picture him? What’s he wearing?  
 
One day God told Noah His plan for a total “do over.” He said, “I am going to bring a flood on the earth. It 
will destroy all life under the sky. It will destroy every living creature that breathes. Everything on earth will 
die.” Can you imagine how Noah reacted to hearing this? Picture Noah’s face as God gives him this 
news. But God made a promise to save Noah and his family. He told Noah to build a giant boat called an 
ark. It would be made of wood and it would have to be big enough to fit Noah’s family, two of every animal 
on earth, and enough food to feed them all. To do that, the boat would have to be the size of one and a 
half football fields. Can you picture a wooden boat that big? Imagine Noah building it. Can you hear the 
sounds of Noah cutting wood and hammering nails?  
 
When the ark was finished, God told Noah that the great flood was about to begin. Two of every animal 
started pouring in from all directions. Imagine what that must have looked like. What animals do you see? 
What does it sound like to have so many animals in one place? What do you think it smelled like? Noah 
once again obeyed God. He put everything and everyone in the ark. When he was all finished, God 
Himself closed the giant door to the boat. Can you see yourself standing in the ark like Noah and 
watching the door swinging closed? Imagine the loud thud it must have made.  
 
Just as God had promised, water began to fill the earth. For forty days and forty nights rain fell from the 
sky, and water shot up from the ground. Can you hear the rain and thunder? Imagine yourself in the boat 
as it starts to rock and lift off the ground. The Bible says that every living thing was wiped from the earth 
except for Noah and those with him in the ark.  
 
After 150 days, the waters on the earth started to go down. Noah sent out a dove from the ark. When it 
returned with an olive leaf, Noah new that it had found dry ground. Eventually, the ark settled onto the 
side of Mt. Ararat. Imagine stepping out of the ark onto the side of the mountain. Look around. What do 
you see? Can you hear the waves crashing into the mountain? After they left the ark, God made one last 
promise to Noah. He promised that He would never again destroy the world with water. And to remind us 
of that promise, God put the rainbow in the sky. Picture that rainbow in the sky and what Noah and his 
family must have looked like when they saw it for the first time. 
 
God asked Noah to build a giant boat big enough to fit two of every animal! Imagine how hard that would 
be. But he never gave up. He kept on obeying God even though it was super hard! It makes you 
wonder—could you obey God if He asked you to do something that hard? (End of audio.) 
 
Lights:  Turn ON room lights 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

As the imagination exercise comes to an end, turn on the lights and instruct the kids to sit 
up. Spend some time helping the kids talk about some of the things they imagined. Have 
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the kids turn briefly to their small group or neighbors and discuss the following questions: 
For Younger Kids: Of all the things you imagined, what was your favorite? 
Describe it. If you were Noah, how would you have felt when God told you He was 
going to flood the earth? For Older Kids: Of all the things you imagined, what was 
your favorite? Describe it. What do you think this story teaches us about God? 
After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. 

 
GOD REMEMBERED NOAH  
To be honest, this is a pretty crazy story, isn’t it? It’s weird for all sorts of reasons: water shooting up from 
the ground, water covering the whole world, gathering up a bunch of animals and being trapped inside a 
boat for a year and a half. But you know what one of the craziest things to me is? The craziest thing to me 
is that Noah was the only person in the entire world that was trusting and following God. Think about it. 
While everyone else was sinning, there was Noah…obeying God even when it was really hard. Let me 
show you what that might have looked like. I need a helper who’s really strong.  
 

Choose a volunteer and invite him up to the teaching area. Hand him the bucket and 
instruct him to hold it up by the handle with his arm stretched straight out to his side. Tell 
him he can’t use his other hand or anything else to help him hold the bucket up.  

 
So let me ask you, is it hard to hold the bucket up right now? (Volunteer responds.) No, not really. You 
could probably hold it up for a while. It was kind of like that with Noah. At first it might not have been so 
hard for Noah to obey God, but then God asked him to do some pretty hard things. God said, “I’m going 
to flood the earth and your family is going to be the only survivors.” (Drop a large rock in the bucket 
making it more difficult to hold up.) God said, “Build me a giant ark.” (Drop another rock in the bucket.) 
God said, “Put two of every animal on the ark and take care of them.” (Drop another rock in the bucket.) 
 
It’s not so easy anymore, is it? (Volunteer should be struggling to hold up the bucket at this point. If not, 
wait a little bit longer or add another rock.) I don’t think it was easy for Noah to obey either, but here’s the 
great thing. In Genesis 8:1 it says, “But God remembered Noah.” (Place your hand under the volunteer’s 
arm and help them hold the bucket up.) God gave him this humongous task (point to bucket) of building a 
boat to save his family and every type of animal in the world. But God was with him, helping him the 
entire time. And you know what—it’s the same for us. 
 

Take the bucket from the volunteer. Empty the rocks out and have the volunteer hold the 
bucket by the handle with the other arm stretched out straight from his side.  
 

GOD REMEMBERS US TOO 
Just like Noah, God wants us to obey too. And sometimes it’s not so easy. God wants you to love 
everyone all the time, but maybe some of the kids at school are being totally mean to you. (Place a rock 
in the bucket.) God asks you to be honest and not to cheat, but maybe you can’t remember the answer to 
a question on the test and it would be so easy to just look at someone else’s paper. (Place another rock 
in the bucket.) God wants you to honor your parents, but maybe they keep telling you to do things you 
don’t want to do. (Place another rock in the bucket.) Sometimes God asks you to do some really hard 
things. And sometimes it might be hard for you to obey, but in the same way that God remembered Noah, 
God remembers you too. (Place your hand under their arm and help them hold it straight.) God doesn’t 
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just say “obey” and then walk away. He sticks with us the entire time and gives us the strength to do what 
He asks.  

Take the bucket from the volunteer and set it on the ground. Have the kids give the 
volunteer a round of applause and dismiss them back to the audience. Ask the kids to 
share about some times they struggle to follow and obey God.  

 
It can be tough to follow and obey God sometimes. But God sticks with us because He loves us and 
when we obey Him, it’s our way of saying we love Him back. In fact, this is what Jesus tells us to do. 
Before Jesus was betrayed, arrested and killed, He told his friends about how to live the best life possible. 
Let’s look at what he said. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to John 14:15. Be prepared to give 
younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to read the verse 
aloud or read it aloud yourself.) 
 
CG:  “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” John 14:15  
 
When we obey God, especially when it’s difficult, those are the times that we get to show God how much 
we love Him. We all have times when it’s difficult for us to obey God, but God remembered Noah and He 
remembers us too. Whenever you struggle to obey God, just pray to Him and ask Him for strength. In 
fact, let’s do that right now. 
 

Close by praying in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads you. When finished, explain to the 
kids which of the GO! Reflect and Respond Stations will be available. Note that there is 
an additional “Obey Station” listed below. Remind them to move about the stations 
very quietly. Tell them they are free to respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
leads them, but if they need suggestions, some of the stations will give them ideas for 
how to pray, write, or draw. Give each child one “GO! Home” sheet and instruct them to 
take it with them to the stations. The GO! Reflect and Respond stations listed below are 
just the ones that have prompts that are specific to today’s lesson. For more instructions 
on how the stations work as well as a full list of possible stations, refer to the “GO! 
Guide.”  

 
CG:  “Wonder World” title graphic  
Sound:  Play quiet instrumental music  
 
 

 
 
Obey Station: Place note cards or slips of paper near the bucket that was used during the Large Group 
lesson. Have enough rocks in the bucket that it would be difficult for kids to hold it up for very long. Ask 
the kids to think about something God wants them to do that is difficult for them to obey. Have them write 
it down on the note card and place it in the bucket with the rocks. After a kid places their card in the 
bucket, allow them to pick up the bucket and hold it out to their side. When they begin to struggle, have a 
leader place their hand under the child’s arm to help them. While doing this, consider having the leader 
pray for the kid that God would give them the strength to obey.  
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Prayer Station prompt: Are there times when you aren’t obeying God the way you should? Write a 
prayer telling God you are sorry for those times.  
 
Journal Station prompt: Make a list of the people that God has placed in your life that you need to obey. 
Next to their names write ways that you can obey them better. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Genesis 6–8. Write down parts of this story that you find 
interesting. What would you like to know more about? 
 
Drawing Station prompt: Draw a picture of Noah and his ark. Write on the ark some different ways 
that God wants you to obey Him. Quietly ask God to give you the strength to obey Him.  
 

 
 What you need: Amount:   Note: 
Bucket with handle 1 It needs to be large enough to hold 3 medium 

to large sized rocks  

Medium/large size rocks that can fit 
into the bucket 

4–6 The total weight of the rocks should make it 
difficult to hold in a bucket straight out to your 
side. 

Bible 1 or more Consider supplying extra Bibles for kids who 
don’t bring their own. 

Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “Who We 
Are” by Switchfoot. Available for purchase 
through iTunes or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 
 

 See “Resource Folder.” Download ahead of 
time and place in media presentation 
software such as PowerPoint, Media Shout, 
or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the worship songs that your 
ministry enjoys singing and simply drop them 
into your media presentation software along 
with the GO! media. 

(Optional) Instrumental background 
music 

 Play during GO! Reflect and Respond 
Stations 

Reflect and Respond Stations 
Materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like 
to include for this week and gather the 
appropriate materials. See the “GO! Guide” 
for more instructions. 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 
8½ x 11 paper. 

 


