
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 35 • Session 5

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Defending the 
Faith

Unit 35 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Jude

STORY POINT:  
Jude said to remember what is true 

about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians 

in the future? One day, all 
Christians will see Jesus in His 

glory and live with Him forever.

104 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 5

© 2021 LifeWay



5

LEADER Bible Study
Jude, along with James, was a younger half-brother of Jesus. And like 
James, it wasn’t until Jesus rose from the dead that Jude believed Jesus 
was the Son of God. Sometime between AD 65 and AD 80, Jude wrote 
a short letter to warn believers about false teachers. False teachers had 
secretly made their way into the church, and Jude urged his readers not to 
abandon their beliefs but to “contend for the faith” (Jude 3). 

Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide 
them by sinning and by teaching things that weren’t true. Jude wanted 
them not only to defend the true teachings but also to actively share the 
gospel. He told his friends to show mercy to those who doubt, to lead 
others to Jesus, and to hate sin.

There are still false teachers today, and some of them still try to sneak into 
the church itself. God loves us, and He warns us through Scripture to be 
on guard. We can study His Word to know what is true, and we can rely 
on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and discernment.

Such a strong warning about false teachers might be reason for panic 
among believers, but Jude ended his letter reminding them of God’s 
promise. Ultimately, Jesus is the One who protects His people from sin. 
Throughout history, God has been working out His plan to bring a people 
to Himself. God will keep us, and He calls us not only to remember His 
truth but to encourage other believers to defend the faith.

Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with great joy. In 
the words of Jude, “to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now and 
forever. Amen” (Jude 25).
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The BIBLE Story

 Defending the Faith
Jude

After Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph had other children. One 
of them, Jude, wrote a letter to his fellow believers because he wanted 
them to tell others the good news about Jesus.

Jude wrote, “Dear friends, I have an important message 
for you. You should remember what is true 

about Jesus and be bold. Tell others 
what you believe.”

Jude said that some people do 
not follow Jesus. They make 

excuses for doing wrong things. 
They ignore Jesus, and God will 
punish them.

Jude wrote, “Friends, Jesus’ 
followers said what would 
happen. They said that 
people would make fun of 
believers and of Jesus. These 
people grumble and complain. 

They live however they want. 
They say wrong things to try 

to get what they want. They sin 
against God. They want to cause 

problems in the church. These people 
do not have the Holy Spirit.

“Friends, you should be strong as Jesus’ 
followers. Teach what is right. Let the Holy Spirit 

help you when you pray. Remember God’s truth. He loves you, and 
Jesus will come again. You will live with God forever.”

Jude told the believers to show kindness to others and tell them about 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Hold up the Bible: 
Give each child a Bible 
to hold up whenever 
you say words like 
true, right, or truth in 
the story.

• Write a letter: Use 
a quill and parchment 
to dramatically write 
a letter as you read 
the story.
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 Defending the Faith
Jude

After Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph had other children. One 
of them, Jude, wrote a letter to his fellow believers because he wanted 
them to tell others the good news about Jesus.

Jude wrote, “Dear friends, I have an important message 
for you. You should remember what is true 

about Jesus and be bold. Tell others 
what you believe.”

Jude said that some people do 
not follow Jesus. They make 

excuses for doing wrong things. 
They ignore Jesus, and God will 
punish them.

Jude wrote, “Friends, Jesus’ 
followers said what would 
happen. They said that 
people would make fun of 
believers and of Jesus. These 
people grumble and complain. 

They live however they want. 
They say wrong things to try 

to get what they want. They sin 
against God. They want to cause 

problems in the church. These people 
do not have the Holy Spirit.

“Friends, you should be strong as Jesus’ 
followers. Teach what is right. Let the Holy Spirit 

help you when you pray. Remember God’s truth. He loves you, and 
Jesus will come again. You will live with God forever.”

Jude told the believers to show kindness to others and tell them about 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Hold up the Bible: 
Give each child a Bible 
to hold up whenever 
you say words like 
true, right, or truth in 
the story.

• Write a letter: Use 
a quill and parchment 
to dramatically write 
a letter as you read 
the story.

Jesus. Jude told the believers to hate sin. “God gives us power 
to stay away from sin. Thank you, God, for Jesus—our 
Savior and Lord—and for helping us live how You taught 
us. All praise goes to God!”

Christ Connection: Jude warned the early Christians to 
watch out for people who sin and say wrong things about Jesus. 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life—the One who protects 
His people from sin. Because of Jesus, God will welcome us and 
give us joy forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude said to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers cross out things that can distract us from 
the truth about Jesus.
SAY • There are a lot of things that can distract us from 

the truth about Jesus! What things are left on your 
page that help us remember God’s truth? Reading 
the Bible, praying, and gathering with other believers 
are some important ways to remember what is true 
about Jesus. Our Bible story today is from a letter 
written to people who were getting confused about 
the truth.

Run toward truth
Write T for truth on a piece of paper and tape it to a wall. 
Write F for false and tape it to the opposite wall. Explain 
that you will call out a statement. If the description is true, 
children will move to the T wall. If the description is not

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Remove 
Distractions” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• paper
• marker
• tape
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true, they will move to the F wall. Use the statements below 
or create your own. 

• A dog can bark.
• Clouds are purple.
• Ice cream is sweet. 
• A bird meows.
• A bicycle has wheels.
• A duck oinks.
• Jesus is God’s Son. 

SAY • You know many things that are true. But how can 
you know what is true about Jesus? By remembering 
God’s Word! Listen to the Bible story today to learn 
what God’s word has to say about the importance of 
remembering the truth.

Sing Scripture
Review key passage songs from the current and previous 
units. Repeat any of the songs as often as desired to help the 
verses stick in children’s memories.
SAY • Singing is a great way to remember God’s Word! That 

is why we learn a song every time we practice our 
key passage. You know so many verses now! Keep 
memorizing God’s Word so you can remember what 
is true about Jesus.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to walk to Bible study with one hand on 
their heads as their “thinking caps” and the other hand on 
their hips in a strong and bold pose.

Option: Add interest 
to the game by 
directing children 
to move to the 
appropriate wall in 
a certain way, such 
as hop, crawl, baby 
step, or giant step. 

• key passage songs 
from the current 
and previous units

• countdown video 
(optional)

109109Finishing Strong

© 2021 LifeWay



TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude said to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Jude in your Bible. Invite a preschooler 
to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Not everything you read is true, but are all the stories 

in the Bible true? Yes, because the Bible is God’s 
words! Today’s Bible story from the Book of Jude helps 
us remember God’s truth.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Mary had other children after Jesus. Her son Jude 

wrote this letter to encourage other believers. Jude 
said to remember what is true about Jesus. Jude 
warned the early Christians to watch out for people 
who sin and say wrong things about Jesus. Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the life—the One who 
protects His people from sin. Because of Jesus, God 
will welcome us and give us joy forever. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Defending the Faith” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Philippians 1:6. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Allow volunteers to say the passage from 
memory. Offer assistance as needed. 
SAY • Jude warned believers to watch out for people who 

sin, but he also reminded them that Jesus is the One 
who protects His people from sin. Our key passage 
reminds us that because Jesus already paid the price 
for sin, we know He will return to bring His people 
into heaven with Him. God will finish the good 
work that He began to save us!

Sing the key passage song, “He Who Started,” and the 
theme song, “Keep On Keeping On.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory 
and live with Him forever. Jude reminded other 
believers of this truth. He encouraged them that 
Jesus will come again and they will live with God 
forever! Christians should tell others that Jesus is the 
way, the truth, and the life.

Missions moment
SAY • Missionary Jorge Santiago obeyed God and 

started a church in his hometown in Puerto Rico. 
Jorge tells people what is true about Jesus.  

Show the missions video. Close in prayer, praising God for 
His work in Puerto Rico.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Who Started 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Changed Lives” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude said to remember what is true about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Make a Bible cover
Allow preschoolers to decorate construction paper as 
desired. Tape a couple sheets of paper together to cover 
larger Bibles. If a child brought her own Bible, help her 
fold her paper cover around it: lay the open Bible flat on 
the back side of the paper and draw lines around the edge. 
Remove the Bible and fold inward on the lines, first along 
the longer edges on the top and bottom, and then along the 
side edges. Slide the Bible’s front and back covers into each 
paper pocket created by the folds. Trim or tape the paper as 
necessary. If a child did not bring his own Bible, lightly pre-
fold his cover using a Bible similarly-sized to his.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book ever because 

the Bible is God’s Word! We should take good care 
of our Bibles so we can read them often. Your covers 
will help protect your Bibles! Jude said to remember 
what is true about Jesus. Reading and hearing God’s 
Word helps us know and remember the truth. Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Identify the false item
Post an allergy alert. Place an artificial item in a bin of real 
items like it, such as an artificial flower in a bin of real cut 
flowers, a lump of dried clay in a bin of rocks, or a silk leaf 

• construction paper
• markers or crayons
• tape
• scissors (adult use)
• stickers (optional) 

Tip: Contact 
preschool families 
before the session 
and encourage 
them to send a 
Bible with their 
children to church 
this week. 

• Allergy Alert
• artificial nature 

items
• real nature items
• bins
• magnifying glasses
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in a bin of real leaves. Provide several bins and magnifying 
glasses for children to investigate. Invite children to identify 
the false item in each bin of real items.
SAY • You identified the false items hiding in the bins! How 

did you know they were not real? [Allow responses.] 
Sometimes a thing that is not real can seem a lot 
like the real thing. You have to know the truth very 
well to tell the difference. Jude warned the early 
Christians to watch out for people who sin and say 
wrong things about Jesus. Jude said to remember 
what is true about Jesus. We can study God’s Word 
to know what is true. Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life—the One who protects His people from sin.

Remember the big picture
Gather three identical opaque cups. Print the big picture 
question and answer on a strip of paper. Roll it up inside 
one of the cups. Turn the cups upside down on a table. 
Encourage preschoolers to remember which cup contains 
the big picture question and answer. Mix up the cups. Invite 
a child to guess which cup contains the truth. If correct, 
unroll the strip and read the question. Invite children to 
repeat the answer with you. Play as time allows.
SAY • We practiced remembering where the paper was 

hidden, and then we practiced remembering the 
answer to our big picture question! What will 
happen for all Christians in the future? One day, 
all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live 
with Him forever. Jude said to remember what is 
true about Jesus. Jesus is the One who protects His 
people from sin. Because of Jesus, God will welcome 
us and give us joy forever.

• paper
• scissors (adult use)
• marker
• opaque cups, 3
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Sort books
Set out an assortment of Bibles as well as other nonfiction 
and fiction books. Invite children to sort the books into 
stacks of true versus false. Provide direction as needed.
SAY • Good job recognizing which books are true! We can 

enjoy reading all kinds of books, but not all books 
are true. The Bible is the most important book to 
read because it is God’s true Word! Jude said to 
remember what is true about Jesus. Jesus is the way, 
the truth, and the life—the One who protects His 
people from sin. Jude warned the early Christians to 
watch out for people who sin and say wrong things 
about Jesus. 

Sample bread
Post an allergy alert. Cut an assortment of breads 

into bite sized pieces. If possible, use breads that come from 
other countries, such as naan from South Asia or tortillas 
from Latin America. Lead preschoolers to wash hands. Serve 
each child a sample of each type of bread. Ask children to 
describe how the different breads look, feel, and taste as 
they eat them.
SAY • People all over the world eat bread, but there are 

many kinds of bread. One country might serve bread 
that is flat, but another country might serve light 
and fluffy bread. Missionaries around the world live 
in different cultures, eat different foods, and speak 
different languages. But they all know what is true 
about Jesus! Jude said to remember what is true 
about Jesus. We can learn what is true about Jesus 
too!

• Bibles
• nonfiction books
• fiction books

• Allergy Alert
• napkins
• different breads
• bread knife (adult 

use) 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve children raisins mixed with fruit snacks. Talk about 
how raisins are a true fruit that is good for you, while fruit 
snacks are not. Like eating real food strengthens our body, 
knowing the truth about Jesus strengthens our faith. Jude 
said to remember what is true about Jesus. Jude reminded 
Christians that Jesus protects His people from sin. Because 
of Jesus, God will welcome us and give us joy forever.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who wrote God’s words in today’s Bible story? (Jude)  
2. What did Jude want believers to remember? (the 

truth about Jesus)
3. Did some people say wrong things about Jesus? (yes)
4. Who protects His people from sin? (Jesus)
5. What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory 
and live with Him forever.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• raisins (optional) 
• fruit snacks 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Who Started 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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