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Wonder World 
In the Beginning 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica. Scripture 
marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is 
cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the Terms of Use agreement as described on the website 
www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God created us in a special way and wants to have a 
special relationship with us. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 1–2 

KEY VERSE: “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you 
for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very 
well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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 I love reading! And for me, the best books are the ones that grab me from the first page. 
Throughout literary history though, there are a handful of books that have a reputation for not only 
grabbing the reader from the first page, but from the very first line. “Call me Ishmael” is Herman Melville’s 
celebrated first line in Moby Dick. In A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens jumps out of the gates with his 
now famous first line, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…” Great opening lines not only 
stick in the mind of the readers well after the book has been read, but they spark a fire of imagination that 
invites the reader deeper into the story. There are a lot of great opening lines to a lot of great books, but 
none are quite as iconic as this one: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” In its first 
line, the Bible jumps straight into the thick of it and answers one of the most basic human questions 
ever—where did all of this “stuff” come from?  
 The Bible does one other important thing in its opening. In the first two verses of the Bible, we’re 
introduced to all three main characters. (More specifically, we’re introduced to all three parts of the One 
main character.) In verse one, we’re introduced to God the Father, who (as we learn in John 1:1–2) is 
accompanied by the Son. Then, in verse 2, we get our first glimpse of the Holy Spirit. In essence, this is 
God’s grand introduction to the people He created.  
 In my most recent reading of the creation story, I was struck by the parallel between God’s first 
creation and His ultimate rescue plan that would one day restore all of creation to its original, intended 
glory. On day one, God said, “Let there be light,” and for the first time light pushed back on a physical 
existence that was completely dark and lifeless. Many years later, God did it again, but this time the Light 
would push back on a spiritual darkness rather than a physical darkness. It was ultimately Jesus, the 
Light of the world, who brought life back to our otherwise dark and lifeless existence.  
 As you get ready to explore this story with the kids in your ministry, consider how incredible it is 
that you have access to the Light of the World. More than that, think about how amazing it is that the 
Creator of the universe wants to have a living and personal relationship with you. In Psalm 139:14, David 
says, “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is 
wonderful. I know that very well.” (NIrV) In the same spirit of praise that the psalmist had, spend some 
time thanking God for how wonderfully He made you and praise Him for sending the Light into your life.  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and President 
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How to Prepare Like a Champ for Small Group 
 
Picture this scene: moments before children’s church is scheduled to begin, a leader stands in the corner 
of the room with his face buried in some papers labeled “Small Group Lesson.” He seems oblivious to the 
kids moving quickly and loudly all around him. A bead of sweat rolls down his face. The clock ticks loudly 
as he reads at a fevered pace. Have you seen this leader? Are you this leader? There’s no judgment 
here! We get it—life is often really busy and finding the time to lead a small group, much less prepare for 
one, can be tough. But by investing just a small amount of time into preparation, you can go from being a 
good small group leader to a great one. Here’s how: 
 
Read your lesson ahead of time. You saw that one coming, didn’t you? When the kids arrive, it’s game 
time. When you’ve read the lesson ahead of time, the kids get your full attention from the moment they 
walk in. When small group begins, you’ll be able to lead much more effectively if you’re not trying to figure 
out the lesson for yourself at the same time you’re explaining it to your group.  

 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Many of the small group activities in the GO! curriculum have 
materials that go with it. When you read the lesson at home, you might have a picture of what the 
materials look like, but double check to make sure what you imagined matches reality when you arrive at 
church.  
 
Prepare your own heart. The best way to lead the kids in your group is through example. Consider 
reading the Bible story ahead of time and asking yourself how it applies to your own life. Spend some 
time in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to show you how you need to change in light of this story.  
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CREATE YOUR OWN ANIMAL  
Say: Today we’re going to be hearing a story from the Bible about how God created the world and 
everything in it. Have you ever wondered how hard it would be to create something from nothing? Have 
you ever imagined what it would be like to come up with completely new and unique creations? Well, right 
now we’re going to give it a try.  
 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a piece of paper and some markers, crayons, colored pencils, or 
other artistic tools. Ask them to create a picture of a totally unique animal. Challenge them to make it 
unlike anything they’ve ever seen before. When your group is finished with their creations, ask them to 
show it to the rest of the group one at a time. Feel free to ask them questions about their animal like: 
What is your animal called? Is it a carnivore or an herbivore? Would it make a good pet? 
 
While the kids are working on their creation or, if time permits, when they’re all finished, engage them with 
the following questions: 
 
Question: How challenging is it to come up with something you’ve never seen before?  
 
Question: If you had to create the entire world, do you think it would look much different than it does 
now? How would it be different? 

ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
 

  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, the kids will be guided through an imagination exercise 
where they will imagine what it would have been like to witnesses the creation of the world. At the end of 
the imagination exercise, kids will turn to their small groups or neighbors and talk about the following 
questions: 
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. Of all the things you imagined, what was your favorite? Describe it. 
2. In what ways did you notice Adam was created different or special from everything else? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. Of all the things you imagined, what was your favorite? Describe it. 
2. What do you think this story teaches you about God? 



1.1 Small Group Lesson | Elementary  
 

 
© 2021 David Rausch. All rights reserved.    5 

 

  
WHAT DAY IS IT? (Application Activity) 
Directions: Hand out one “Creation Card” to each child in your small group. Ask them not to show their 
card to anyone. For younger kids who are still learning to read, whisper to them what their card says. 
Next, give each child a small piece of play dough. Explain to your group that they will all have to use the 
play dough to form the creation on their card. When finished, go around the circle and have each kid 
show their creation. The rest of the group will have to identify which of God’s creations they made. Once 
they have identified the creation, ask the group if they remember what day that creation was made. (If 
there are more kids in your group than there are creations, it’s okay if more than one kid has the same 
creation.) The following is a list of included Creation Cards: 
 

 Clouds and Sky: Day 2 
 Ocean waters: Day 2 
 Mountains and Land: Day 3 
 Plants and Trees: Day 3 
 Sun and Moon: Day 4 

 Fish: Day 5 
 Birds: Day 5 
 Wild Animals: Day 6 
 People: Day 6 

 
Say: During the game, you each formed and molded your creation with your own hands, but in the Bible, 
God did that with only one of His creations—people. 
 
Question: What does that tell you about God? Why do you think He made us that way? (Suggested 
answer: it shows that God made people to be more unique and special than any other creation.) 
 
Question: Why do you think God chose to make people more special than any other creation? 
 
Question: What do you think it means that God wants to have a relationship with us? How can you have 
a relationship with God if you can’t see Him or hear Him talking out loud? 
 
BIBLE VERSE BRIDGE—FOR YOUNGER KIDS (Memory Verse Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that.” Psalm 139:14  
 

When it seems like they can remember it, have your group stand up. Tell the kids to get into a line and 
walk under the “bridge” formed by two kids holding hands in the air. As the kids march around in a circle, 
sing the following words to the tune of “London Bridge”: Can you say our memory verse, memory verse, 
memory verse? Can you say our memory verse? It’s your turn! At the end of the tune, have the two kids 
forming the bridge lower their arms around the kid under the bridge. Together, those three kids will have 
to say the verse aloud. When finished, have the “trapped” kid replace one of the kids on the bridge and 
repeat. Continue until everyone has had a turn saying the verse. When finished, sit down and ask your 
group the following questions: 
 
Question: The Bible tells us that God made us to be amazing and wonderful. What is something about 
yourself that you think is amazing and wonderful? 
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BIBLE BIT MIX-UP—FOR OLDER KIDS (Memory Verse Activity) 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a “Bible Bit” card. Each “Bible Bit” card has just one bit of the 
following Bible verse on it: 
 

“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have 
done is wonderful. I know that very well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIrV) 

 
For round 1: Have the children arrange the “Bible Bits” in the correct order on the floor. Children can only 
touch their own card. If someone touches a card other than their own, all the cards must be picked up and 
the round begins again. When they have completed each round successfully, gather the cards up and 
have the group recite the verse from memory.  
 
For round 2: Redistribute the cards to the children making sure they have different cards this time. 
Children must repeat the instructions for round 1, but without talking this time.  
 
For round 3: Repeat the above instructions, but children may neither talk, nor use their hands.  
 
For round 4: Repeat the above instructions, but children may not talk, use their hands, nor smile. (You’d 
be surprised how hard it is not to smile when you’re trying not to smile.) If anyone smiles, the cards are 
picked back up and the round begins again.  
 
Question: Now that you have that verse memorized, can you tell me what it means to you? 
 
Question: The Bible tells us that God made us to be amazing and wonderful. What is something about 
yourself that you think is amazing and wonderful? 
 
 
PRAYER STONES (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Tell the kids in your group that stones were often used in the Bible as a reminder of how 
good and faithful God is. Give each of the kids in your group one small stone and a permanent marker. 
Tell them to be careful not to write on anything but the stone. Ask them to think of something they need 
prayer for or something they’re thankful for. Instruct them to think of one word or picture that describes 
their prayer and write it down on their stone. For example, if they need help from God to get through a 
tough situation with a friend, they could write the word “friend” or draw their friend on their stone. Be ready 
to help kids translate their prayer into a word or picture. When everyone has had a chance to write their 
one-word or picture prayer, have them place the stones on the floor in front of them. Go around the circle 
and have each kid show what they wrote on their stone. Let them explain their prayer request or praise. 
Afterwards, tell the kids to keep the stone in their pocket all week long. Anytime they reach in and feel the 
stone, they’ll be reminded to bring their prayer request or praise to God. End the activity by leading your 
kids in a prayer. 
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
Create Your Own 
Animal 

Blank 8½ x11 piece of paper 1 per child  

 Markers or crayons 1–2 boxes per 
group 

 

What Day is It? Creation Cards 1 set per group See Resource Folder. 
Print and cut cards 
ahead of time. If there 
are more kids in a group 
than cards, you can print 
out a second set.  

 Play Dough (any color) 1 can per 2–3 
children  

Bible Bit Mix-up—For 
Older Kids 

Bible Bit cards 1 set per group See Resource Folder. 
Print and cut cards 
ahead of time. 

Prayer Stones Small river rock 1 per child Can often be found at 
big box hardware stores 
or landscaping and 
gardening stores.  

 Permanent markers 1 per child You can choose either 
black or various colors. 

 
 
 


