
30 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 3

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on 
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: 

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon

STORY POINT: One day all Christians will 
see Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to 
make peace between God and people.

Unit 35 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Paul wrote a letter to a believer named Philemon. Philemon’s servant, Onesimus, 
had run away. Onesimus went to see Paul in jail, and Paul taught Onesimus 
about Jesus. Onesimus believed in Jesus. Paul wrote Philemon a letter. Paul 
said, “Philemon, I know you will do what is right. I am sending Onesimus back 
to you. He has helped me, but I did not want to keep him here without your 
permission. Onesimus is a believer now. When he returns to you, I ask you to 
welcome Onesimus as your brother instead of a servant.” Paul wanted to make 
peace between believers.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon.
 *Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus.
 * Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love Him.

Brothers in Christ

Unit 35 • Session 3
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Philemon. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • After Onesimus ran away from Philemon, Onesimus trusted in Jesus. 

Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus. Jesus wants us to do 
what is right because we love Him. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE 

JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Skip to My Lou”:

“ Jesus is coming soon! [Repeat 2x.] 
One day Christians will see Him!”

SAY • Paul wanted Onesimus and Philemon to make peace as God’s children. 
Jesus came to make peace between God and people. ONE DAY ALL 

CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Make heart art
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side up to the table. Cut heart shapes from 
greeting cards. Help babies stick hearts to the paper. Seal with another sheet of 
plastic. Write the Christ connection on each art. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus as a brother in 

Christ. Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love Him. ONE DAY 

ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Make a sensory bag
Place heart-shaped beads in a ziplock bag with clear shower gel. Duct tape the 
bag closed. Encourage babies to explore the bags. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love Him. ONE DAY ALL 

CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the story point, gospel gems, 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Philemon. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Paint with cotton balls
Write the Christ connection on construction paper. Provide smocks to protect 
clothing, foam plates, and washable paint. Use spring-hinged clothespins as 
handles as toddlers paint with cotton balls. Tell the Bible story as toddlers paint. 
Set the art aside to dry.
SAY • Jesus came to make peace between God and people. Paul wanted to make 

peace between friends. Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love 
Him. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Build with recycled items
Before the session, gather clean, empty product boxes of various sizes. Suggest 
toddlers build with the boxes. Mention that recycling makes something useful 
again. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus because Jesus had 

saved Onesimus and changed him. Philemon and Onesimus were now 
brothers in Jesus! ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Look for hidden items
Place items from the Bible story (people figures, heart shapes, a cross) in a bin of 
clean play sand. Encourage toddlers to find the items. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Paul wanted to make peace between friends. Jesus came to make peace 

between God and people. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Follow a path
Wind colorful yarn around the room to make a path for the children to follow. At 
the path’s end, tape the Bible story picture to the wall. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon. Jesus wants us to do what is 

right because we love Him. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
STORY POINT: One day all Christians will see Jesus.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to make peace between God and people.

Transition activity: Mend hearts
Before the session, cut hearts from construction paper and then cut them in half. 
Invite toddlers to use adhesive bandages to reassemble the hearts. Tell the Bible story 
as toddlers work. Write the Christ connection on each child’s bandage.
SAY • Onesimus was Philemon’s servant, but he ran away. Onesimus found Paul 

and became a believer. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon. Paul 
asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus. Jesus wants us to do what is 
right because we love Him. ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Sing songs about friendship
Sing and perform the actions to songs such as “Shake a Friend’s Hand,” “The More 
We Get Together,” or “I’m So Glad I’m a Part of the Family of God.” Tell the story.
SAY • Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon. Paul asked Philemon to show 

kindness to Onesimus. Jesus came to make peace between God and people. 
ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Go far and come near
Stand up with the toddlers in a circle around you holding hands. When you say 
“near,” toddlers should come close to you. When you say “far,” they should step as 
far away while still holding hands. Play several rounds. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus came to make peace between God and people. Jesus draws us near to 

God! ONE DAY ALL CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ Connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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