
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 88

Philemon

STORY POINT:  
Paul wanted to make peace 

between his friends.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians 

in the future? One day, all 
Christians will see Jesus in His 

glory and live with Him forever.

Unit 35 • Session 3
Brothers in Christ

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 35 • Session 3
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LEADER Bible Study
Paul was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome when a man named 
Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs) came to visit him. Onesimus was a slave 
who had run away from a wealthy man named Philemon. As it turned 
out, Paul was a friend of Philemon. So when Paul told Onesimus the 
good news about Jesus and Onesimus believed, Paul desired reconciliation 
between Onesimus and Philemon—now brothers in Christ.

So Paul wrote a letter and told Onesimus to take it to Philemon. The Book 
of Philemon is the letter written by Paul to Philemon. Though Onesimus 
had become dear to him, and Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with him in 
Rome, Paul sent him back to Philemon with his letter.

In the letter, Paul urged Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus and treat 
him as a fellow brother in Christ. Paul even offered to pay Onesimus’s debt 
for him. Though Paul could have used his authority as an apostle of Christ 
to force Philemon to do what he wanted, Paul instead appealed to him as 
a friend and a fellow believer. He urged Philemon to treat Onesimus as if 
he were Paul himself—with love and kindness.

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace between him and 
Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between 
God and humanity. Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin, 
paying our debt so that we can be forgiven and welcomed into God’s 
family as brothers and sisters of Jesus. (See Heb. 2:11.)

Paul’s letter serves as a reminder to us that everyone is equal before Jesus. 
People from completely different backgrounds—like Paul, a former Jewish 
leader; Onesimus, a runaway slave; and Philemon, a Gentile slavemaster—
are brought together by the gospel under the lordship of Jesus Christ. In 
light of God’s love for us, we can be loving, kind, and forgiving to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ for the glory of God.
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The BIBLE Story

 Brothers in Christ
Philemon

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he met a man named Onesimus 
(oh NESS ih muhs). Onesimus was a servant. He had run away from 
his master, Philemon. Philemon was Paul’s friend.

Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus, and 
Onesimus believed. He helped Paul, and 

Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with 
him. First, Paul wrote a letter for 

Onesimus to give to Philemon.
“Dear Philemon, I am 

writing to you because I love 
you. I am in prison because 
I tell people about Jesus. I 
met Onesimus and told him 
about Jesus, and he believed. 
I want him to stay with me, 
but I want your permission 
first.

“Onesimus is a believer 
now. Maybe this is why he left 

you for a little while—so that he 
could come back to you as a brother 

instead of a servant. He is our friend 
and brother in Christ. Please welcome 

him like you would welcome me. If he 
owes you anything, I will pay it.

“Philemon, I would be so happy if you agree to 
do this. I know you will do what is right. Please get a room ready for 
me. I know you are praying for me. I hope God will answer your prayers 
so I can visit you soon.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
a couple leaders 
to mime the roles 
of Onesimus and 
Philemon as you tell 
the story from Paul’s 
perspective. 

• Sign it: Look up ASL 
for brother and teach 
children how to sign 
it. Invite preschoolers 
to listen for the 
word brother in the 
story and make the 
sign each time they 
hear it.
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 Brothers in Christ
Philemon

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he met a man named Onesimus 
(oh NESS ih muhs). Onesimus was a servant. He had run away from 
his master, Philemon. Philemon was Paul’s friend.

Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus, and 
Onesimus believed. He helped Paul, and 

Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with 
him. First, Paul wrote a letter for 

Onesimus to give to Philemon.
“Dear Philemon, I am 

writing to you because I love 
you. I am in prison because 
I tell people about Jesus. I 
met Onesimus and told him 
about Jesus, and he believed. 
I want him to stay with me, 
but I want your permission 
first.

“Onesimus is a believer 
now. Maybe this is why he left 

you for a little while—so that he 
could come back to you as a brother 

instead of a servant. He is our friend 
and brother in Christ. Please welcome 

him like you would welcome me. If he 
owes you anything, I will pay it.

“Philemon, I would be so happy if you agree to 
do this. I know you will do what is right. Please get a room ready for 
me. I know you are praying for me. I hope God will answer your prayers 
so I can visit you soon.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
a couple leaders 
to mime the roles 
of Onesimus and 
Philemon as you tell 
the story from Paul’s 
perspective. 

• Sign it: Look up ASL 
for brother and teach 
children how to sign 
it. Invite preschoolers 
to listen for the 
word brother in the 
story and make the 
sign each time they 
hear it.

Christ Connection: Paul asked Philemon to show kindness 
to Onesimus and treat him like a brother in Jesus. He wanted 
to make peace between his friends. In this way, Paul acted like 
Jesus. Jesus came into the world to make peace between God and 
people. He died on the cross for our sin so we can be part of God’s 
family forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul wanted to make peace between his friends.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers draw a line from each tool to the item it 
can fix.
SAY • You know how to fix a lot of things! But what can fix 

a broken relationship? In our Bible story today, we 
will hear about two of Paul’s friends who were not 
at peace with each other. Listen to hear how Paul 
helped them!

Play a game
Form two teams of children and line them up facing each 
other several yards apart. Clear any obstacles between teams 
and guide preschoolers to hold hands with their teammates. 
Explain that on each team’s turn, children will decide 
together whom to invite over from the other team. They 
will chant “Our brother [sister] forever, send [child’s name] 
on over!” The child named will then walk across to the 

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Can Mend It?” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

Tip: Watch 
carefully to make 
sure the selected 
child walks and 
children drop hands 
to let him or her 
join the line.
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other team and choose a place between two children to join 
their line. Alternate which team calls for a player from the 
other team until all children are on the opposite side from 
where they started.
SAY • Do you know why we called each other brother and 

sister in our game? Because the Bible teaches that 
everyone who believes in Jesus becomes a part of 
God’s family forever! In our Bible story today, we will 
learn about someone who ran away but then went 
back as a brother in Christ. 

Complete a puzzle
Work a world map or globe puzzle with preschoolers. 
Emphasize the fact that every piece is needed to complete 
the picture. Read Revelation 7:9-10 while children work.
SAY • Those Bible verses describe heaven. People from every 

nation around the world will be there! Since believers 
from everywhere will praise God together in heaven, 
they should also love each other now, even those 
who are very different. Listen to our Bible story to 
hear how Paul helped two people from very different 
backgrounds show kindness to one another.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Give an exuberantly warm welcome to each child as she 
moves to Bible study.

• world map or globe 
puzzle

• Bible

Option: Print a 
world image from 
the Internet and 
cut it into puzzle 
pieces.

• countdown video 
(optional)

8585Finishing Strong

© 2021 LifeWay



TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul wanted to make peace between his friends.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Philemon in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • While Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he wrote a lot of 

letters that are books of the Bible. We know today’s 
story is true because it comes from the Bible in the 
Book of Philemon.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Onesimus left his master Philemon, who was a friend 

of Paul’s. Onesimus met Paul in prison and believed 
the good news about Jesus. Paul wanted to make 
peace between his friends, so he sent a letter asking 
Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother. In this way, 
Paul acted like Jesus, who came into the world to 
make peace between God and people. Jesus died for 
our sin so we can be part of God’s family forever. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Brothers in Christ” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Philippians 1:6. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Print an extra copy of the key passage poster 
and cut it into pieces. Hide the pieces around the room and 
ask children to find and bring each piece to you.
SAY • Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus 

and treat him like a brother in Jesus. He wanted 
his friends to remember that Jesus forgives us and 
welcomes us into God’s family forever. Our key 
passage also reminds us that since God already sent 
Jesus to save us, we know He will finish His work to 
bring us into His family one day.

Sing the key passage song, “He Who Started,” and the 
theme song, “Keep On Keeping On.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory 
and live with Him forever. Paul wanted his friends 
to live like brothers in Christ on earth because that is 
how they will live forever in heaven!

Missions moment
SAY • Missionary Jorge Santiago planned to start 

a new church, but after Hurricane Maria hit Puerto 
Rico, he knew he needed to help the people who 
were hurting. He showed Jesus’ love by helping them 
and told them that Jesus could give them hope.

Show the missions video. Close in prayer for the Santiagos.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• scissors (adult use)
• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster, 

2 copies
• “He Who Started 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “A Changed Plan” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul wanted to make peace between his friends.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Write letters
Before the session, identify an organization that encourages 
believers in other parts of the world. Invite children to make 
letters of encouragement for believers in another culture. 
Preschoolers may draw pictures or practice writing simple 
phrases like “Jesus loves you” by copying your example from 
an index card. Send your letters through the ministry you 
identified. Remind children that Paul’s letter to Philemon is 
still encouraging us today. A simple letter can mean a lot!
SAY • Paul wrote a letter for Onesimus to give to Philemon. 

Paul asked Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus 
and treat him like a brother in Jesus. Paul wanted to 
make peace between his friends. In this way, Paul 
acted like Jesus. Jesus came into the world to make 
peace between God and people. He died on the cross 
for our sin so we can be part of God’s family forever. 
Now we can encourage our brothers and sisters in 
Christ around the world through letters, too!

Bring together
Set out several different types of small metal objects, such as 
paper clips, safety pins, brass fasteners, and washers. Guide 
preschoolers to compare and contrast the objects. Show 
how an item stuck to a magnet becomes magnetic itself. 

• paper
• markers or crayons
• index cards

• small metal objects
• magnets
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Challenge preschoolers to pick up as many objects as they 
can with one magnet.
SAY • Magnets can bring different kinds of metal together. 

Jesus brings different kinds of people together! Paul 
used to be a Jewish leader. Onesimus was a runaway 
servant, and Philemon was a Gentile master. They 
were very different, but Jesus brought them together. 
Jesus came into the world to make peace between 
God and people. He died on the cross for our sin so 
we can be part of God’s family forever. What will 
happen for all Christians in the future? One day, 
all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live 
with Him forever. If we trust in Jesus, God can use 
us to attract other people to Him!

Make a collage
Write Family of God at the top of a large piece of paper. 
Provide magazines with pictures of people from many 
different cultures. Encourage children to cut out and glue 
pictures of people who look different from them to the 
banner. Leave the banner on display for the next session.
SAY • Onesimus was a servant; Philemon was his master. 

They were very different. But they both believed 
the good news about Jesus. So Paul asked Philemon 
to show kindness to Onesimus and treat him like 
a brother in Jesus. Paul wanted to make peace 
between his friends. In this way, Paul acted like 
Jesus. Jesus came into the world to make peace 
between God and people. He died on the cross for 
our sin so we can be part of God’s family forever. 
People who are very different from one another are 
welcomed into God’s family as brothers and sisters!

• marker
• large piece of paper
• magazines
• blunt-tipped scissors
• glue sticks

Tip: Cut out 
pictures ahead of 
time for younger 
preschoolers.
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Pay debts
Give each child six toy coins. Place a jar in the center of a 
table to be the bank. Explain that children will take turns 
rolling a numbered cube. When a child rolls the cube, 
lead him to place the same number of coins in the bank as 
the number shown on top. Provide assistance counting as 
needed. Once everyone has had a turn, explain that you 
will play another round, but children may not have enough 
coins for the number they roll. Reward a sticker to any 
child who offers her own coins to “pay the debt” for another 
child’s roll. Continue until all the coins are in the bank.
SAY • When Paul wanted to make peace between his 

friends, he offered to pay Philemon anything that 
Onesimus owed him. In this way, Paul acted like 
Jesus. Jesus came into the world to make peace 
between God and people. He died to pay for our sin 
so we can be part of God’s family forever.

Use a flashlight
Set out Bible storybooks or illustrated Bibles. 

Form a circle and dim the lights. Invite one child to hold 
a flashlight on a Bible while another child flips the pages 
looking for a picture. Invite the child to describe the picture 
she found. Continue around the circle until each child has 
had a turn to hold the flashlight and describe a picture.  
SAY • Hurricane Maria knocked out the power in much 

of Puerto Rico. The Santiago missionary family had 
no lights, but they wanted to keep focusing on Jesus. 
So they and other Christians read their Bibles using 
flashlights or candles at night. Let’s thank God for 
missionaries who keep serving no matter what.

• toy coins, 6 per child
• jar
• numbered cube
• stickers

• flashlights
• Bible story books
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. Talk about how Paul wanted to make 
peace between his friends. Paul wrote a letter to Philemon 
asking him to show kindness to Onesimus and treat him 
like the brother in Jesus that he was.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. To whom did Paul write a letter? (Philemon) 
2. Who carried the letter to Philemon? (Onesimus)
3. What did Paul ask Philemon to do? (to show kindness 

to Onesimus and treat him like a brother in Jesus)
4. Why did Paul ask Philemon to do that? (Paul 

wanted to make peace between his friends.)
5. Who came into the world to make peace between 

God and people? (Jesus)
6. What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day, all Christians will see Jesus in His glory 
and live with Him forever.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Who Started 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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