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Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica. Scripture 
marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Go Tell It is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. If the GO! curriculum is 
cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the Terms of Service agreement as described on the website 
www.gocurriculum.com. 

BIG IDEA: God created us in a special way and wants to have a 
special relationship with us. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 1–2 

KEY VERSE: “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you 
for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very 
well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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 I love reading! And for me, the best books are the ones that grab me from the first page. 
Throughout literary history though, there are a handful of books that have a reputation for not only 
grabbing the reader from the first page, but from the very first line. “Call me Ishmael” is Herman Melville’s 
celebrated first line in Moby Dick. In A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens jumps out of the gates with his 
now famous first line, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…” Great opening lines not only 
stick in the mind of the readers well after the book has been read, but they spark a fire of imagination that 
invites the reader deeper into the story. There are a lot of great opening lines to a lot of great books, but 
none are quite as iconic as this one: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” In its first 
line, the Bible jumps straight into the thick of it and answers one of the most basic human questions 
ever—where did all of this “stuff” come from?  
 The Bible does one other important thing in its opening. In the first two verses of the Bible, we’re 
introduced to all three main characters. (More specifically, we’re introduced to all three parts of the One 
main character.) In verse one, we’re introduced to God the Father, who (as we learn in John 1:1–2) is 
accompanied by the Son. Then, in verse 2, we get our first glimpse of the Holy Spirit. In essence, this is 
God’s grand introduction to the people He created.  
 In my most recent reading of the creation story, I was struck by the parallel between God’s first 
creation and His ultimate rescue plan that would one day restore all of creation to its original, intended 
glory. On day one, God said, “Let there be light,” and for the first time light pushed back on a physical 
existence that was completely dark and lifeless. Many years later, God did it again, but this time the Light 
would push back on a spiritual darkness rather than a physical darkness. It was ultimately Jesus, the 
Light of the world, who brought life back to our otherwise dark and lifeless existence.  
 As you get ready to explore this story with the kids in your ministry, consider how incredible it is 
that you have access to the Light of the World. More than that, think about how amazing it is that the 
Creator of the universe wants to have a living and personal relationship with you. In Psalm 139:14, David 
says, “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is 
wonderful. I know that very well.” (NIrV) In the same spirit of praise that the psalmist had, spend some 
time thanking God for how wonderfully He made you and praise Him for sending the Light into your life.  
 
 
David Rausch 
Go Tell It Founder and President 
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How to Prepare Like a Champ for Large Group 
 
Here’s a short story for you: a man gets up in front of a room full of kids and, with no forethought or 
preparation, delivers a spellbinding and life-changing message. The kids are so grateful that they carry 
the man out of the room on their shoulders as confetti canons explode. Great story, right? Unfortunately, 
you’ll find it under “fiction.” Great messages don’t just happen without a little work on the part of the 
communicator. In short, your goal as the Large Group Leader is to communicate God’s truth to kids in an 
engaging way so that life change can happen. To do that effectively, though, you’ve got to do a little prep 
work. Here are a few ways you can prepare: 
 
Live the message. Authenticity is one of the most important traits of a good communicator. When we tell 
kids that they need to be pursuing God, they need to know we’re doing that ourselves. That doesn’t mean 
you have to be perfect; it just means that you have to be working towards living out the message in your 
own life.  
 
Memorize. Sounds scary, right? It doesn’t have to be. We’ll spend more time in the future talking about 
how to memorize, but for now let’s just say this: Effective communicators memorize. When you’re tied to a 
script, you lose eye contact and your body becomes less animated. And when that happens, your level of 
engagement goes down. If you’ve never memorized before, start small. Pick a section of the lesson to 
memorize and pay attention to the difference it makes with your audience.  
 
Rehearse. In short, don’t let service time be the first time you’ve ever delivered your message. It might 
seem awkward at first, but run through your message a few times in advance. If possible, do it in the 
actual space where you’ll be teaching. 
 
Pray. When we deliver God’s message, we’re not alone. Ask for the Holy Spirit to be your co-teacher!  
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 “I wonder.” It’s an expression we’re all familiar with, but have you ever stopped to think how powerful 
those two words are? It’s an expression that invites people to step into the mysteries of the world. Have 
you ever wondered what it would be like to see the world as God spoke it into existence? Or how about 
when the skies opened up and flooded the earth with water? During the “Wonder World” series, kids will 
be asked to close their eyes and use the five senses of their imagination to see, hear, taste, touch, and 
feel the Bible coming to life. They’ll get to experience the unfolding of Scripture in a way they’ve never 
experienced before! 

 

• Clear enough space in your room so that the kids can lie down on their backs without touching 
each other. This will help create a distraction-free environment during the Big Bible Story 
imagination exercise.  

• Place the puzzle box along with the 2 puzzle pieces in the teaching area. Be sure that the 2 
pieces fit each other.  

• Place a Bible in the teaching area. Consider supplying extra Bibles for kids who don’t bring their 
own.  

• Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out the 
appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG:   “Wonder World” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  Play “Wonder World Intro Video” 
 
THE BIG PICTURE OF GOD’S STORY    
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone and welcome to the beginning of an incredible journey. Let me tell 
you about what we’re going to be doing. For the next year, we’re going to be diving into the world’s most 
incredible book, the Bible (hold up Bible for kids to see), to learn about the greatest story ever told.  
 
Now, some of you might be thinking, “Wait…which story are you talking about? There are tons of great 
stories in the Bible!” Well, you’re right—sort of. The Bible is filled with a lot of great stories, but if you put 
all of those smaller stories together it forms one Big Bible Story. Think of it kind of like a puzzle. (Hold up 
2 jumbo sized puzzle pieces to illustrate.) Each piece of a puzzle holds just one small part of the big 
picture, but when you put the different pieces together, you get the whole picture. (Hold up the puzzle lid 
with the complete picture on it.) It’s kind of like that with the Bible. Stories about Creation, Noah, David, 
and even Jesus are just smaller pieces of the story. When you put all of those stories together, though 
(illustrate by putting the two puzzle pieces together), it forms one Big Bible Story of God’s wonderful love 
for us. 
 
IMAGINATION—A MOVIE IN YOUR MIND 
Speaking of wonderful, this is our first week of an amazing new series called “Wonder World.” For the 
next four weeks we’re going to be taking a wonder-filled journey of the imagination through the beginning 
of the Big Bible Story. Do you all have pretty good imaginations? (Kids respond.) Great! 
 
The really cool thing about using your imagination is that it’s like making a movie in your own mind. You 
get to picture what things look like and sound like. That’s what we’re going to do right now. Today we’re 
going to imagine what it was like to be there when God first created the world. But first, we have to get 
ready. 
 

If possible, instruct the kids to spread out and lie down on the floor, flat on their backs. 
Tell them that they will have to be very quiet during the story. For younger kids, you 
may want to help them “get their wiggles out.” Tell them to wiggle their bodies for 
as long as you keep saying the word “wiggle.” Tell them to freeze as soon as you 
say the word “freeze.” Repeat this for a few rounds. Turn the lights off to help create 
a quiet, distraction-free environment. When the kids are all in place and quiet, ask them 
to close their eyes and begin playing the “Wonder World” audio track. The audio script is 
provided below so that you can see how the story unfolds.  
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THE BIG BIBLE STORY—IN THE BEGINNING 
 
CG:  “Big Bible Story_Creation” graphic 
Sound:  Play “Wonder World—In the Beginning” audio track 
Lights:  Turn OFF room lights 
 
“Wonder World” Audio Script: In the Bible, Genesis chapter 1, verse 1 says, “In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.” On day one, God spoke and said, “Let there be light.” God called the 
light “day” and He called the darkness “night.” Imagine what that bright light looked like in the middle of all 
the darkness. How does it feel to your eyes? God looked at the light He had created and said, “This is 
good.” 
 
On day two, God spoke and separated the waters of the Earth into the clouds and moisture of the sky 
above and into the waves of the ocean below. Can you see the waters separating for the first time? 
Picture the sky above and the ocean waters below. God looked at what He created on day two and said, 
“This is good.” 
 
On day three, God spoke and said, “Let dry ground appear.” He made the land rise up from out of the 
ocean. He spoke again and created grass and flowers and trees on the land. Imagine what the land must 
have looked like as it rose up out of the sea. Picture yourself stepping on the ground for the first time in 
your bare feet. What do you think it would have felt like? God looked at what He had created on day three 
and said, “This is good.”  
 
On day four, God said, “Let there be lights in the huge space of the sky.” And so God created the sun to 
shine during the day and He created the moon and stars to shine during the night. Picture yourself 
standing on the ground and looking up at the sky. What is it like seeing these lights in the sky for the first 
time? Imagine what the warm sun feels like on your skin. God looked at what He had created on day four 
and said, “This is good.” 
 
On day five, God spoke and said, “Let the waters be filled with living things. Let birds fly above the earth 
across the huge space of sky.” On the count of three, take a deep breath and hold it—1…2…3. Picture 
yourself diving deep beneath the waters. What kind of fish do you see? Look around quickly before you 
run out of air. Now come back up and take a breath. God looked at what He had created on day five and 
said, “This is good.” 
 
On day six, God spoke and said, “Let the land produce all kinds of living creatures.” All kinds of wild 
animals filled the earth—mammals, insects, reptiles. Look carefully. What kind of animals do you see? 
What are they doing? Imagine one of those animals walks up to you and lets you touch it. What does it 
feel like? God wasn’t finished, though. He had saved the best for last. On that same day, God formed the 
first man out of the ground. He formed man in His own image—to look just like God looks. Picture what it 
was like for God’s hands to press and mold the dirt into the shape of a man. When God was finished 
shaping the man, He breathed the breath of life into him and the man became a living person. His name 
was Adam. God looked at the man he had created on day six and said, “This is VERY good.”  
 
By day seven, God had finished all of the work He had been doing, so He rested. Try to feel what it must 
have been like to rest from all that hard work. Take three deep breaths and let them out slowly. With 
every breath, try to relax your muscles so that it feels like you’re melting into the floor.  
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Isn’t it cool to think that God was able to create all of those things with only His voice? But the coolest part 
is that God made us different than everything else. He wants to know us and He wants us to know Him. 
He actually wants to have a relationship with us. And that is the most amazing part of the story! (End of 
audio.) 
 
Lights:  Turn ON room lights 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

As the imagination exercise comes to an end, turn on the lights and instruct the kids to 
slowly sit up. Spend some time helping the kids talk about some of the things they 
imagined. Have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors and discuss the 
following questions: For Younger Kids: Of all the things you imagined, what was 
your favorite? Describe it. In what ways did you notice that Adam was created 
different or special from everything else? For Older Kids: Of all the things you 
imagined, what was your favorite? Describe it. What do you think this story 
teaches you about God? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching 
area. 

 
CG:  “Wonder World” title graphic 
 
HE MADE US WONDERFULLY COMPLEX 
Think about this for a second—after each day of creation, God said “It is good,” but when He finished 
creating people He said, “It is VERY good.” Isn’t that amazing? When God created us, He made us better 
than anything else. Let me show you what I mean.  
 

 Take a close look at your fingerprints. Did you know there are no two people in the world with the 
same fingerprints?  

 Now stick your tongue out and try to look at it. (Say the following line with your tongue sticking 
out.) You probably can’t see it, but your tongue has a print too. (Apologize and repeat the line so 
they can understand it.) And just like your fingerprints, no two tongues are the same.  

 Touch the skin on your arm. I hope you’re not too attached to it, because in less than a month it 
will all be gone. Don’t worry, though! New skin will grow in to replace it.  

 And how about your heartbeat? Can you feel it beating with your hand? Did you know that your 
heart beats over 100,000 times every day? 

 And how about this—feel your face. You have 60 muscles just in your face. Let me see you smile. 
It takes 17 muscles to smile. Now let me see you frown. You’re using 43 muscles right now just to 
frown.  

 Now grab your front tooth. Did you know that the tooth is the only part of the body that can’t heal 
itself? Every other part of our bodies can heal itself when injured. 

Ask the kids if they know any amazing facts about the human body or if they ever noticed 
anything interesting or amazing about the body.  
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I PRAISE YOU FOR THAT 
We’re not the only ones in awe of God’s creation, though. King David from the Bible was pretty impressed 
too. Let’s take a look at what David said in the book of Psalms. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to 
Psalm 139:14. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When 
ready, choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself.) 
 
CG: “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have 

done is wonderful. I know that very well.” Psalm 139:14 
 
When King David thought about how wonderfully God had made him, he couldn’t help but want to praise 
God. God created us in an amazing way. He created us so that we could have a relationship with Him. And 
when we really think about that, we can’t help but want to praise Him.  
 
(Sit or kneel near kids.) Pretty amazing—isn’t it! God made our bodies to be wonderfully complex. King 
David recognized that and it made him want to thank and praise God. But there’s more! The Creation 
story shows us that not only did God make us wonderfully complex, but He made us in a special way to 
have a special relationship with Him. God formed us with His own hands. He breathed life into us with His 
own breath. The Bible says that God walked and talked with Adam. God has a special relationship with 
people.  
 

Consider telling a short personal story about the moment you first realized that God 
wanted to know you personally. 

 
How amazing is that? God actually wants to know us and He wants us to know Him. The creator of the 
entire universe loves us and wants to spend time with us. I think we should pray and thank Him for that. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond 
Stations will be available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them 
they are free to respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them, but if they 
need suggestions, some of the stations will give them ideas for how to pray, write, or 
draw. Give each child one “GO! Home” sheet and instruct them to take it with them to the 
stations. Place small group leaders at the different stations to quietly help the kids. The 
stations listed below are just the ones that have prompts that are specific to today’s 
lesson. For more instructions on how the Reflect and Respond Stations work as well as a 
full list of possible stations, see the “GO! Guide.”  

 
CG:   “Wonder World” title graphic  
Sound:  Play quiet instrumental music  
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Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer to God praising Him for His wonderful creation.  
 
Journal Station prompt: Tell God how it makes you feel to know He created you in a special way and 
wants to have a special relationship with you. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Genesis 1:26–2:7. Write down your favorite verses from that 
story. Why did you like that part? 
 
Art Station prompt: Create a picture of God’s creation. Try to include something from each day of 
creation in your picture.  
 
Music and Poetry Station prompt: Write a song or poem praising God for His creation or for making you 
special. 
 

 
 What you need:  Amount:   Note: 
Jumbo jigsaw puzzle pieces 2 pieces Be sure to choose two pieces that fit 

together. 

Puzzle box lid with picture of 
completed puzzle 

1 Goes with the above puzzle pieces. 

Bible 1 or more Consider supplying extra Bibles for kids who 
don’t bring their own. 

Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “Who We 
Are” by Switchfoot. Available for purchase 
through iTunes or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 
 

 See “Resource Folder.” Download ahead of 
time and place in media presentation 
software such as PowerPoint, Media Shout, 
or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the Worship songs that your 
ministry enjoys singing and simply drop them 
into your media presentation software along 
with the GO! media. 

(Optional) Instrumental background 
music 

 Play during GO! Reflect and Respond 
Stations 

Reflect and Respond Station 
materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like 
to include for this week and gather the 
appropriate materials. See the “GO! Guide” 
for more instructions. 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 
8½ x 11 paper. 
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