
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 33 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 134

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 136

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 138

Unit 33 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 15–18

STORY POINT:  
Paul and Silas told many people 

about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible 
is about God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

Paul’s Second 
Journey

130 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 33 • Session 2

© 2020 LifeWay



2

LEADER Bible Study
Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church had sent out 
Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel to Jews and Gentiles in places 
like Lystra and Derbe. Then they returned to the church of Antioch. 
Some time passed, and Paul wanted to return to some of the cities he 
visited on his first journey to see how the new believers were doing.

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, which is 
recorded in Acts 15:36–18:22. The pair traveled through Syria and 
Cilicia (sih LISH ih uh), encouraging believers and strengthening 
churches. The number of believers in the churches increased daily.

Paul and Silas obeyed the Lord’s call to go to Macedonia. Two major 
events happened while Paul was in Macedonia. First, a woman named 
Lydia became a believer. Paul and Silas had gone to the river to pray. 
They spoke to the women at the river. God opened Lydia’s heart to the 
good news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul and Silas were 
thrown into prison. Late at night, an earthquake rocked the prison. The 
prisoners could have escaped, but they stayed where they were. This was 
a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners escaped, the jailer would 
have been punished. In fact, the jailer was ready to kill himself when 
Paul shouted, “We are all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas how to be 
saved. They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” 
The man believed and was baptized.

Emphasize the Christ connection as you review the Bible story with 
preschoolers. Lydia was saved and the jailer was saved because they 
believed in Jesus. Jesus offers us salvation as a gift. He did all the work to 
save us by dying on the cross. We do not need to earn salvation; we can 
receive it by repenting and trusting in Jesus.
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 Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18

God told Paul in a vision to go to Macedonia to share the gospel. 
On the way, Paul and his friends stopped for a few days in a city 
called Philippi (FILL uh pigh). They went to the river to pray. Some 

women were there, and Paul started talking to them. 
A woman named Lydia was listening, and 

God helped her believe what Paul was 
saying. Lydia and everyone in her 

house were baptized.
On another day, a servant 

girl met Paul and Silas. She 
had a spirit in her that 
allowed her to predict the 
future. Paul said to the spirit 
in her, “By the power of 
Jesus, I command you to 
come out of her!” And the 
spirit came out right away. 

Now the girl’s owners were 
upset because she could no 

longer tell the future. So they 
had Paul and Silas put in jail. 
About midnight, Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing songs to 
God. Suddenly, a violent earthquake 

shook the jail. All the doors flew open, and 
all the prisoners’ chains came loose. The jailer 

woke up and thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul said, “We 
are all here!”

The jailer took Paul and Silas outside. “Men, what must I do to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Look at a 
map: Display the 
“New Testament 
Mediterranean Map” 
from the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970). Point to 
each location on the 
map as you mention 
in the Bible story.

• Travel the room: 
Place pictures or 
signs around the 
room to represent the 
different places and 
people Paul and Silas 
encountered on their 
journey. Travel (leader 
only or the group) to 
the different places 
as you tell the Bible 
story.  

The BIBLE Story

132 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 33 • Session 2

Unit 1 • Session 1

© 2020 LifeWay



 Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18

God told Paul in a vision to go to Macedonia to share the gospel. 
On the way, Paul and his friends stopped for a few days in a city 
called Philippi (FILL uh pigh). They went to the river to pray. Some 

women were there, and Paul started talking to them. 
A woman named Lydia was listening, and 

God helped her believe what Paul was 
saying. Lydia and everyone in her 

house were baptized.
On another day, a servant 

girl met Paul and Silas. She 
had a spirit in her that 
allowed her to predict the 
future. Paul said to the spirit 
in her, “By the power of 
Jesus, I command you to 
come out of her!” And the 
spirit came out right away. 

Now the girl’s owners were 
upset because she could no 

longer tell the future. So they 
had Paul and Silas put in jail. 
About midnight, Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing songs to 
God. Suddenly, a violent earthquake 

shook the jail. All the doors flew open, and 
all the prisoners’ chains came loose. The jailer 

woke up and thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul said, “We 
are all here!”

The jailer took Paul and Silas outside. “Men, what must I do to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Look at a 
map: Display the 
“New Testament 
Mediterranean Map” 
from the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970). Point to 
each location on the 
map as you mention 
in the Bible story.

• Travel the room: 
Place pictures or 
signs around the 
room to represent the 
different places and 
people Paul and Silas 
encountered on their 
journey. Travel (leader 
only or the group) to 
the different places 
as you tell the Bible 
story.  

be saved?” he asked.
They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 

saved.” The jailer and everyone in his household believed 
and were baptized. Later that day, Paul and Silas were set 
free.

When Paul got to Athens, he was upset that the people 
there did not worship the one true God. Instead, they 
worshiped many idols. Paul told the people the good news 
about Jesus. He said, “Men of Athens, I saw in your city an 
altar that said: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ You worship 
without knowing.”

So Paul told the people about the one true God. He 
explained that God made everything. He is not like the 
idols in Athens that are made of gold, silver, or stone. God 
does not need anything, and He is not far away. Paul also 
said that God wants everyone in the world to repent, to 
turn away from their sin and turn to Him.

When the people heard about Jesus being raised from 
the dead, some of them laughed; but some people believed 
in Jesus.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others were 
saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul 
and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter 
who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved.”
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to count the links in each chain and 
circle the correct number. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Paul and his friend Silas were 

wearing chains, but God sent an earthquake to make 
their chains come loose. Listen to the story to hear 
what other amazing things God did through Paul 
and Silas.  

Draw a picture of your family
Encourage children to think of a special place that they like 
to go with their families. Prompt children to draw a picture 
of their family going to that special place. Talk about places 
the children have traveled with their families.
SAY • Where does your family like to go? What do you do 

while you are there? Often when we go to different 
places, we meet new people. In today’s Bible story, 

• “The Gospel Is for 
Everyone” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Chain Link 
Counting” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• paper
• crayons or markers

Tip: Be sensitive to 
different economic 
backgrounds.
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Paul traveled to two different cities: Philippi and 
Athens. Paul met many new people there and told 
them the good news about Jesus. Listen to the story 
to hear what happened on Paul’s travels.

Race with a backpack
Stuff two backpacks with a jacket or towel or other 
lightweight item. Set up two chairs spaced far apart on one 
end of the room. Form two groups. Invite children to line 
up single-file in their groups on the opposite end of the 
room from the chairs. Clear any obstacles. Give the child at 
the front of each line one of the backpacks. Tell the children 
that when you say go, they should put on the backpack, 
walk quickly to the other end of the room, around the 
chair, and back to the next person in line. Continue until 
each child in each line has carried the backpack. The group 
that finishes first is the winner.  
SAY •  Backpacks are used to carry things we need. In our 

Bible story today, Paul traveled from place to place 
telling people about Jesus. He probably carried his 
extra clothes in some kind of bag or rolled up in a 
blanket. Listen to the story to hear why Paul traveled 
to different places. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Encourage children to pretend to visit a new place as they 
move to Bible study. Encourage them to look around as 
they walk and imagine what they might see in a new city.

• backpacks, 2
• stuffing items 

(jackets, towels, 
other lightweight 
items) 

• chairs, 2

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Acts 16 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is 

because it is God’s Word. All God’s words are true. 
Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Acts in 
the New Testament.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY •Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus as 

they traveled. They talked to Lydia at a river, healed 
a servant girl, and prayed and sang in jail. The jailer 
and his family believed. Then Paul preached in 
Athens where people worshiped many gods instead 
of the one true God. Everywhere Paul and Silas went, 
they preached the same message to all the people: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Paul’s Second 

Journey” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Acts 4:12. Invite a child to 
open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Create two groups; guide the first group to say the 
first part of the verse and the second group to finish the 
verse. The first group will then say the reference. Use the 
motions created last week as you say the verse.
SAY • Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus 

because they knew Jesus is the only one who can 
save people from sin. Jesus died on the cross and rose 
again to bring salvation to people. 

Sing the key passage song, “Salvation in No One Else,” and 
the theme song, “The Gospel Is for Everyone.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • We know the Bible is the most important book. Our 

big picture question tells us more about the Bible. 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 
plan to save people through Jesus. The Bible tells us: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

Missions moment
SAY • Paul and Silas told many people about 

Jesus. When we love Jesus, we want to tell others 
about Him. Let’s read a story about missionary 
William Carey. William Carey loved Jesus and told 
many people in India about Him.

Ask a volunteer to hold the photograph while you read the 
missions story aloud. Close in prayer, thanking God that 
many people can read the Bible in their own language.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Salvation in No One 

Else (Acts 4:12)” song
• “The Gospel Is for 

Everyone” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “William Carey” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.

Sing praise songs to Jesus
Invite preschoolers to name some of their favorite praise 
songs. Be prepared to offer suggestions. Write each title 
on a separate sheet of paper with a different color marker. 
Arrange the papers on the floor. Guide children to take 
turns tossing a beanbag on the song titles. Sing a song when 
the beanbag lands on one. Continue tossing and singing as 
time allows. 
SAY • We sang songs and worshiped Jesus like Paul and 

Silas did while they were in jail. After an earthquake 
came, the jailer asked how he could be saved. They 
told the jailer and his whole family about Jesus, and 
they believed. Paul and Silas told many people 
about Jesus. We can sing to praise Jesus and tell 
others about Him wherever we go!  

Pack for a journey
Provide a tote bag or small suitcase, clothing, a Bible, 
toys, and other items a child might pack for a trip. 
Guide children to work together to pack the suitcase. As 
preschoolers pack, talk about trips they have taken with 
their families or would like to take someday. Talk about 
people from your church who have gone on mission trips to 
tell people about Jesus.

• paper
• marker
• beanbag

• tote bag or small 
suitcase

• clothing
• Bible
• toys
• other items to pack
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SAY • God told Paul to go to Macedonia. Paul wasn’t 
going on a vacation or a trip to visit family. He was 
going to share the good news about Jesus. Do you 
remember one of the people who believed in Jesus? 
(Lydia, jailer, their households. people in Athens) What 
is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan 
to save people through Jesus. Throughout the Bible, 
we read many stories of people who helped spread 
the good news about Jesus.  

Build a city
Wrap shoe boxes, other small boxes, and cardboard tubes 
with white or tan paper. Encourage children to use markers 
or crayons to decorate the boxes and tubes as buildings. 
Guide children to build a city. Consider offering wooden 
or plastic blocks for preschoolers to use as well. Use a smart 
device to show children images of ancient Athens. Be sure 
to preview and select images before the session. 
SAY • Paul went to Athens. Athens was a large city. Most 

people there did not worship the one true God. 
Instead they worshiped idols made of gold, silver, 
and stone. Paul told the people about the one true 
God. When the people heard about Jesus being 
raised from the dead, some of them laughed; but 
some people believed. Paul and Silas told many 
people about Jesus. 

Play a map game
Print “Paul’s Journey Game” printable. Cut apart the strips 
and place them in a basket or gift bag. Depending on the 
size of your group, play as individuals, pairs, or groups. 
Cut out one Paul game piece for each team. Display “Paul’s 

• shoe boxes and other 
small boxes

• cardboard tubes 
• white or tan paper
• tape
• markers or crayons
• blocks (optional)
• smart device

• “Paul’s Journey 
Game” printable 

• “Paul’s Second 
Journey Map” 
printable

• scissors (adult use) 
• basket or gift bag
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Second Journey Map.” Place each team’s Paul game piece 
near Antioch. Guide the children to take turns pulling a 
strip from the basket. Read the action or question and lead 
children to respond accordingly. Teams may work together 
to answer the questions or complete the actions. When a 
team completes the task or answers the question, move their 
game piece to the next city. Name the cities as the children 
move around the map.
SAY • Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus. 

They traveled to many different cities. They always 
preached the same message wherever they went: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” 
Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because 
they heard the gospel from Paul and Silas, and they 
believed in Jesus. 

Serve rice to each other
Before the session, prepare cooked rice in a large 

bowl. Post an Allergy Alert. Direct preschoolers to wash 
hands. Guide children to take turns using a large serving 
spoon to scoop rice into individual foam bowls. Enjoy 
eating rice together.   
SAY • Rice is a very popular food in the country of India. 

That’s where William Carey and his family moved 
to share the good news of Jesus. When William 
Carey realized that most people in India had never 
heard of Jesus and did not know about the Bible, 
he worked to write the Bible into their languages. 
He spent many years writing down the Bible into 
other languages for people to read. What is the 
Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save 
people through Jesus.

• Allergy Alert
• cooked rice
• large bowl
• large serving spoon
• foam bowls 
• spoons
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Offer children toy or plastic food for snack. When 
they protest, comment that these foods are not real. Offer 
children a real snack and remind them that Paul told the 
people of Athens they were worshiping gods that were not 
real. So Paul told the people about the one true God. Paul 
said that God wants everyone in the world to turn to Him. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did Paul and Silas do as they traveled? (Paul 
and Silas told many people about Jesus.)

2. What happened when Lydia heard the gospel about 
Jesus? (God helped her believe and she was saved.)

3. What did the jailer ask Paul and Silas after the 
earthquake? (What must I do to be saved?)

4. What message did Paul and Silas preach to everyone? 
(Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.)

5. What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 
plan to save people through Jesus.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• toy or plastic food 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Salvation in No One 

Else (Acts 4:12)” 
song

• “The Gospel Is for 
Everyone” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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