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This or That 
Paul is Shipwrecked 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Mooblio is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing 
entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the 
Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.go.mooblio.com.  

BIG IDEA: God’s power is strong when I am weak. 

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 27 

KEY VERSE: “But he said to me, ‘My grace is all you need. My power is 
strongest when you are weak.’ So I am very happy to brag 
about how weak I am. Then Christ’s power can rest on me.” 
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIrV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 



10.3 Small Group Lesson | Elementary 

 
© 2021 David Rausch. All rights reserved.  2 

 

 
Last year my wife and I finally took our daughter to Chuck-E-Cheese. If you’re not familiar with it, 

it’s basically an arcade for young kids. One of their draws is an assortment of games that rewards you 
with tickets that you can turn in for prizes. My daughter couldn’t get enough of the tickets! She was super 
proud of the tickets she had won, and as a four-year-old, simply loved holding them. However, when it 
came time to trade them in for prizes, she faced a preschooler’s dilemma. She loved her tickets! She 
wanted to keep them, but she also wanted the prizes. In the end, she went with the prizes. She finally 
figured out that she would have to give up something she wanted, for something that she wanted more. 
This is what God asks us to do. 

When it comes to being a follower of Jesus, we have decisions to make. Will I hang on to comfort 
or let it go to follow God’s calling? Will I put my interests first or be selfless for the sake of others? Will I 
choose worry over trust? Am I willing to give up control for dependency on God? 

Sometimes it seems like we have to give up a lot to follow Christ. But isn’t the reward so much 
greater than the cost? No one gave up more to follow Christ than the Apostle Paul. Following Jesus cost 
him everything. He was whipped, beaten with sticks, shipwrecked, and ultimately killed for being a 
Christian. Yet through it all, Paul believed that what he gained for following Jesus, both in this life and in 
Heaven, was much greater than what he lost. 

Sometimes, to be a follower of Jesus, we have to trade in our comfort, our selfishness, our 
control. In some countries, there are people, like Paul, who even have to trade in their safety. Consider 
this, though: regardless of what it costs you to follow Christ, it pales in comparison to what you gain! 
 
 
John Garrison 
GO! Contributor  
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Helping Kids Reflect and Respond to God 
 
At the end of every GO! large group lesson is an opportunity for kids to reflect and respond to God 
through prayer, journaling, scripture reading or art. It’s what we refer to as GO! DEEP. GO! DEEP is 
especially important because it allows kids to interact with God on a deep and personal level through 
various age-appropriate spiritual disciplines. You’ve probably already noticed what an incredible 
experience this can be for kids, but did you know that you can help to make the experience even more 
rich and meaningful? It’s true! Here are a few ways you can help:  
 
Establish a quiet atmosphere: Creating a quiet atmosphere helps kids focus on God instead of the 
other kids around them. Before dismissing kids to GO! DEEP, remind them that this is a time for them to 
talk to God, not their friends. Right before dismissing kids to move about the stations, give your final 
instructions in a whisper. Consider telling kids they can begin moving on the count of three. By the time 
you get to one, mouth the number silently and motion for the kids to get up.  
 
Help out at a station: Most kids will eventually know exactly what to do and how to do it, but some kids 
(especially young and new kids) might need a little bit of direction. Pick a station and be available to help 
kids who need it. At the prayer and journaling station, quietly help kids who need assistance with spelling. 
Help organize the materials at the art station. Be available at the reading station to help kids find the 
selected Bible passage or to quietly read to kids who need assistance. 

 
Provide prayer support: Sometimes it might become evident that a kid could use some prayer 
(especially at the prayer station). Make yourself available to quietly pray with kids. When you’re not 
praying with a specific kid, pray silently that God would move in the hearts and minds of all the kids during 
this time. 
 
Follow up afterwards: From time to time, ask the kids after GO! DEEP if they heard anything special 
from the Holy Spirit or if they said anything special to God. Processing the experience out loud sometimes 
helps kids make the most of their time with God. It also gives you a window into the hearts and minds of 
the kids. 
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THIS OR THAT COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Hello everybody! I hope you’re all having a good day so far. At the very least, I hope you’re having a 
better day than the guy we’re going to hear about in today’s Bible story. He had a terrible, horrible, no 
good, very bad day! In fact, he had a whole bunch of days like that. We’ll hear about him in a little bit, but 
first, I want to hear about one of your terrible, horrible, no good, very bad days. 
 
Directions: Use the answers to the question below to play a game of “This or That.” After the first two 
kids tell what their worst day was, ask everyone if they would rather have the first bad day that was 
shared or the second bad day. After the kids vote, chose two more kids to share and repeat. 
 
Question: What’s the worst day you’ve ever had? Tell us what happened. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
Simply ask the kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one 
not-so-good thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles 
with one another. 
 
 

  

STORY QUESTIONS 
Directions: During the Large Group program, kids will be asked to turn briefly to their small group or 
neighbors and answer the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of this story?  
2. How do you think Paul felt when he finally reached land? Why do you think that? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. If God can stop storms, why do you think He didn’t stop the storm that Paul was in? 
2. If Paul was doing all of this for God, do you think God should have made it easier for Paul? Why 

or why not? 
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STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS (Application Activity) 
Set up: Provide each small group with two equally-sized stacks of books or Bibles. When stacked, the 
books or Bibles need only be a few inches high. As a substitute, you could also use two equally-sized 
chairs.  
 
Say: In today’s story, Paul had a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. In fact, he had a bunch of days 
like that—days that made Paul feel weak. But Paul rejoiced in his weakness, because that allowed God to 
be strong. We’re going to do an activity right now that will help us see how God makes us strong when 
bad things happen to us. 
 
Directions: Set two equally-sized stacks of books in the middle of the group with about 8 inches between 
them. Provide the kids with a single piece of paper and an empty plastic cup and give them the following 
challenge: use the paper to create a bridge that is strong enough to hold up the cup. They may not move 
the books closer together or use any other objects to assist. Allow the kids to problem solve and to 
experiment with different solutions. When enough time has passed or the kids have given up, tell them 
that you will show them the solution, but first they have to answer a question. Ask the kids to tell you 
about something bad that has happened to them. Each time a kid shares, fold the paper long-ways so 
that it eventually looks like a paper fan. (Each fold should be about an inch apart for a total of 7 folds.) 
When you’ve finished your 7th and final fold, set the accordion shaped paper across the books and place 
the cup on top (see picture below.) The paper will be strong enough to hold the cup up. 
 
Say: If this paper hadn’t been bent out of shape, it wouldn’t be so strong. That’s kind of like us. When bad 
things happen, we can get all bent out of shape. It’s no fun and it doesn’t feel so good either, but that’s 
when God shows His strength. For example, if you got made fun of at school, God might use that 
situation to help you stand up for other kids who get made fun of. If your grandma died, God might use 
that situation to help you comfort a friend when they lose a grandparent. 
 
Question: Think about each of those bad things you shared. How could God make you better or stronger 
through that situation? Is there something good that God could do through that bad thing? 
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PICTURE THIS BIBLE VERSE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: “Picture This” Bible verse cards and markers 
Directions: Place the “Picture This” Bible verse cards in the center of your group. Each card will contain 
a part of the verse. Have the kids arrange the cards in the correct order. For younger kids who are still 
learning to read, you may have to assist them with this. Today’s Bible verse is: 
 
 Older Kids: “But he said to me, ‘My grace is all you need. My power is strongest when 

you are weak.’ So I am very happy to brag about how weak I am. Then 
Christ’s power can rest on me.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIrV) 

 
 Young Kids: “My grace is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak.”  
   2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIrV) 
 
Tell the kids that they’re going to replace each part of the verse with a picture. Begin by reading the words 
on the first card and asking your group if they can think of a picture that represents those words. Choose 
one of the kids to flip the card over and draw that picture on the back. Continue this for each of the cards.  
 
When finished, once again place all of the cards in order on the floor with the words facing up. Begin by 
reading the verse together. For younger kids, they can listen to you reading the verse a couple of times 
before they begin to join in. Choose a kid to flip one of the cards over so that the picture is facing up. 
Recite the verse again. Continue having kids flip over cards and recite the verse until all of the words 
have been replaced with pictures. When your group is able to recite the verse using only the pictures, 
have them begin removing one card at a time. Each time you remove a card, recite the verse. Continue 
doing this until all of the cards are removed and the kids can recite the entire verse from memory.  
 
Question: Imagine if nothing bad ever happened to you. How would you be different? Would that make 
you a stronger person or a weaker person? Why? 
 
 
WHAT’S IN YOUR HEART (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Today we learned that God’s power is strongest when we are weak. So we can learn to trust 
Him and rely on His power inside of us to make those weak moments powerful in our lives. Today we're 
going to take some time to draw a heart on a piece of paper and write inside it a characteristic we need 
more of in our life this week. (Example: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, or self-control) 
Then on the other side of the paper, we are going to write down something we need God to help us stop 
focusing on this week. Then draw a big X through it. (Example: jealousy, selfishness, anger) Allow 
everyone to share their thoughts verbally. When finished, open the group in prayer. Allow any kid who 
would like to pray aloud to do so. Have the kids tuck their slip of paper in their pocket or Bible so they can 
remember this week. 
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Activity: What you need: Amount: Note: 
Strength in Weakness Books or Bibles 2 stacks per 

group 
Each stack should be approx. 
equal in size and should stand at 
least a few inches high. 

 Paper 1 piece/group  
 Plastic cup 1 per group  
Picture This Bible Verse Bible verse cards 1 set per 

group 
Pictures will be drawn on the 
back so a new set will be 
needed for each service. See 
Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 
11 cardstock and cut apart. 

 Markers 1 per kid  
What’s in Your Heart Paper 1 piece for 

every kid 
 

 Markers or Pens 1 per kid  

 
 


