
42 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on 
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: 

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 33 • Session 1
A Firm Foundation

Unit 33 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God was building His church with many different peoples. Some people who 
loved Jesus thought you had to follow the old Jewish laws of how to act in order 
to have life with God. Paul and Barnabas went to the church in Jerusalem. They 
told the church about the Gentiles, the non-Jews, who had believed the good 
news about Jesus. God had even given the Gentiles the Holy Spirit! Paul said, 
“Even our people could not obey God’s laws. Only Jesus rescues people. Anyone 
who loves and trusts Jesus will be saved. This was God’s plan from the beginning.” 
The church in Jerusalem wrote letters to tell the Gentiles that all they needed to 
do was to trust in Jesus.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Some people were confused about the good news.
 *Paul said that only Jesus saves people.
 *Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.

The Jerusalem 
Council

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15

STORY POINT: The Bible is God’s Word.

KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is all we 
need to have life with God forever.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Acts 15. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God’s church was growing! Some people were confused about the good 

news. Paul said that only Jesus saves people. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. 

Jesus is all we need to have life with God forever. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together.” As you sing, press your palms 
together and open them to resemble opening a Bible.

“ The Bible is God’s Word, it’s God’s Word, it’s God’s Word! 
The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true.” [On true, place both 
hands over your heart.]

SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. God’s Word is true. The Bible says Jesus is 
all we need to have life with God forever.

Make a scroll
Print the story point or Christ connection on a half sheet of paper for each baby. 
Provide crayons for babies to decorate their paper. Roll the paper into a scroll 
shape and seal it with a heart sticker. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Some people were confused about the good news. The church in 

Jerusalem wrote scrolls to tell people the truth: Anyone who trusts in 
Jesus will be saved. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Build a church
Provide foam blocks for babies to stack. You may also help babies make a wall 
and put people figures inside. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • God’s church was growing. People who were Jews and people who were 

not Jews trusted in Jesus. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. THE 

BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the story point, gospel gems, 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card and guide 
toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Acts 15. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make handprint art
Provide smocks. Pour washable finger paint onto foam plates. Help toddlers press 
a hand into the paint and then onto heavyweight paper. Repeat with the other 
hand, and then wipe hands immediately. Write Jesus is all [child’s name] needs to 
have life with God forever on each child’s art. Set aside to dry. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. Jesus is all we need to have life 

with God forever. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Find what is needed
Invite toddlers to play with a favorite game or puzzle. Hide an essential part of the 
game or puzzle in plain sight. While toddlers attempt to play, ask them to help 
you find what they need. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Some people were confused about the good news. Paul said that only Jesus 

saves people. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Play rhythm instruments
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to play as you sing “Jesus Loves Me” and 
“Trust and Obey.” After a minute, still the instruments and tell the Bible story.
SAY • Some people were confused about the good news. They thought they 

needed to follow Jesus and keep all of the rules for Jews too. Paul said that 
only Jesus saves people. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Play out a post office
Before the session, gather junk mail. Stick colorful star stickers on each envelope 
to match a bin. Give a toddler a tote to gather mail from friends. Help toddlers 
sort mail into the bins. Give each toddler a turn as the mail carrier. Tell the story.
SAY • The council sent letters to Jewish and Gentile believers saying anyone who 

trusts in Jesus will be saved. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Jerusalem Council
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12a
STORY POINT: The Bible is God’s Word.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is all we need to have life with God forever.

Transition activity: Follow the leader
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle facing you. Explain that they must do everything 
you say to do. Give simple commands, such as “Touch your head,” “touch your 
knees,” or “turn around.” Perform the actions with the toddlers. Play several rounds 
as interest holds, and then tell the Bible story.
SAY • Some people were confused about the good news. Paul said that only Jesus 

saves people. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S 

WORD. The Bible says Jesus is all we need to have life with God forever.

Practice the key passage
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture and write the key passage on the back. 
Cut the Bible story picture into four strips. Guide toddlers to put the picture back 
together, and then carefully flip it over. Read the key passage. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. Our key passage says that Jesus is all we need to 

have life with God forever. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.

Look in a mirror
Provide a nonbreaking hand mirror. One at a time, invite toddlers to come up and 
look at their reflection. Affirm each child’s unique beauty. Pray Psalm 139:14 over 
each child. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • God was building His church with many different people. That is true today. 

Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORDS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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