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Riddle Rangers 
Armor of God 
 

 
 

 
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used 
by permission of Biblica. Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version ™, Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. All scripture references are taken from NIrV unless otherwise stated. 
 
User Agreement: 
The GO! curriculum by Mooblio is intended for download and print by subscribing entities only. It may not be transferred electronically to or duplicated by other non-subscribing 
entities. If the GO! curriculum is cost prohibitive for your organization, please contact us about assistance. We are awesomely generous! All use must be in accordance with the 
Terms of Use agreement as described on the website www.go.mooblio.com.  

BIG IDEA: God gives us His armor so that we can stand up to the 
devil’s temptation. 

BIBLE BASIS: Ephesians 6:10–17 

KEY VERSE: “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your 
stand against the devil’s schemes.” Ephesians 6:11 (NIV) 

 

7–15 minutes 

30–40 minutes 

7–15 minutes 

15–25 minutes 
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Soldiers. Police officers. Firefighters. People that do those medieval re-enactments in the park. 

Any idea what these things have in common? Answer in 3, 2, 1: They all wear protective gear or armor.  
But there’s one more thing they have in common: At some point, they also take their armor off. 

Why does this matter? Well, this weekend you’ll be telling the kids about the Armor of God found in 
Ephesians 6:10–18. They’ll discover all the tools that God gives us to protect against the schemes of the 
devil. But there’s one thing that Ephesians is noticeably lacking: permission to remove the armor. 

So what is a life like with permanent armor? If only we could ask a turtle! I would imagine that for 
most turtles, the shell has become such a part of them that they don’t even realize they have one. It’s 
such an integrated part of who they are that given the option to remove it, I doubt any would.  

In that same way, we are expected to become so accustomed to the Armor of God that we can’t 
imagine removing it. We can’t imagine living without the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the 
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, or the shoes of the gospel. They’re like our turtle shell! Should any 
of them fall away, we would become vulnerable to attack from the enemy. 

I invite you to take a few minutes to inspect your armor. Are you surrounded by peace? What 
about truth? Are there times you set the armor aside? How can you make the repairs necessary to be 
always ready for battle?  

I pray that your “shell” becomes so much a part of you, that you can’t imagine living without it! 
 
 
Patrick Thompson 
GO! Contributor 
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Keeping Kids Safe 
 
Repeat this with me: “There is nothing more important than the safety of the kids.” Period. End of 
sentence. An unsafe children’s ministry environment can have a profoundly negative impact on a kid’s 
physical, emotional, and spiritual life. It can also put the leaders and ministry at large in legal jeopardy. 
The purpose of this is not to make you fearful, but to make you diligent. The following is not intended to 
be a thorough safety policy, but rather a general set of guidelines to help you create a safe place for kids. 
  
Be familiar with the child protection policies of your church. Your church most likely already has 
policies and guidelines in place for the protection of you and the kids. If you’re not already familiar with 
them, ask your ministry leader to give you a copy. Simply put: know them and follow them. 
 
Follow the 2-person rule. As much as possible, don’t be alone with kids. Always have a second leader 
with you. Additionally, try to occupy spaces that are visible to public areas. This is as much for your 
protection as it is for the kids. 
 
Use appropriate touch. Use only positive and appropriate forms of physical contact while avoiding 
anything that is or appears as inappropriate or unsafe. Examples of appropriate touch may include: side 
hugs, high-fives, fist bumps, and pats on the back. For younger kids, ask your ministry leader if sitting on 
laps and brief front hugs are permissible. 
 
Emergency evacuation and shelter. Do you know where to go or what to do in case of a fire? How 
about a tornado, an earthquake, or an active shooter? If you’re not sure about any of these, ask your 
ministry leader about the plan. Walk the routes and familiarize yourself with the spaces.  
 
If you see something, say something. Trust your instincts. If you notice anything that is unsafe, 
careless, or suspicious, say something. If you notice any signs that a child has been abused or neglected, 
let your ministry leader know. 
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To their friends and family, they’re known as Zack and Jada—two ordinary kids who love to do ordinary 
things. But when they combine forces, they’re known as the “Riddle Rangers”—an extraordinary duo who 
travel the world, solving riddles with the guidance of their teacher, Professor Covington. Their most recent 
adventure has taken them to the “Dunes of Damascus” where mysterious riddles have been discovered in 
a long-lost ancient tomb. With the help of the kids, Zack and Jada will have to race against time to crack 
the codes before the treasure-hungry grave robbers get ahold of them. It’s an adventure that ultimately 
leads kids to discovering that the greatest treasure is God’s Word. 
 

• During the “Riddle Rangers” series, Zack and Jada “call in” periodically through a video feed. 
(See Resource Folder for videos.) After loading the videos into your presentation software of 
choice, practice your timing on the start of the videos so that it feels spontaneous and natural 
during the lesson.  

• The “Riddle Rangers” will call in each week asking the kids to help them solve two riddles. Print 
out the appropriate riddles and make them available to the small group leaders during the large 
group lesson. Tell the leaders to keep the riddles out of sight until Zack and Jada send them in. 

o Note: there are separate, age-appropriate versions of each riddle for both younger 
and older kids. Although the versions are different, the answers are the same. Be sure 
to give each group the appropriate version of the riddle. 

• Give each small group leader enough pens or pencils for everyone in their group. 
• After the kids solve the riddle, the Large Group Leader will pretend to send the answer back to 

the Riddle Rangers using a laptop, smartphone, or tablet. Place the desired device in the 
teaching area. 

• Place a Nerf® Blaster with darts in the teaching area. The Blaster should preferably have a 
cartridge that holds 10 or more darts so that you don’t have to reload each time you shoot. As an 
alternative, consider throwing ping pong balls. 

• Place the “Armor of God” in the teaching area. If you have an armor costume with all of the 
necessary pieces, feel free to use that. Otherwise, use cardboard boxes and other items to create 
the 6 different pieces to the armor. Write the name somewhere on each piece. The following are 
suggestions for ways to create the pieces: 

o Belt of Truth: Use a piece of duct tape. Consider adding a cardboard “buckle” with the 
word “Truth” on it. 

o Breastplate of Righteousness: Cut 2 cardboard squares, one for the chest and one for 
the back. Attach them together with 2 shoulder straps made of string or tape. 

o Shoes of the Gospel of Peace: Use 2 shoe boxes. Have the kid place their feet inside. 
o Shield of Faith: Cut a shield out of cardboard and cover with aluminum foil. Use duct tape 

to create a handle on the back. 
o Helmet of Salvation: Use a cardboard box just big enough to fit over a kid’s head. Cut out 

a square on the front side. 
o Sword of the Spirit: Buy a foam sword from the dollar store or use a yard stick or broom 

handle. 
• Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out the 

appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
Video:  Play “Riddle Rangers Intro Video” 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone! Are you ready for another amazing week with the “Riddle 
Rangers?” (Kids respond.) Awesome—me too! If you don’t already know, the “Riddle Rangers” are a 
couple of code-cracking kids named Zack and Jada. They’ve got a couple more riddles to solve today, but 
they need our help again. They should be calling us really soon, but while we wait, let’s see if you can 
solve one of my riddles. (Read riddle aloud.) 
 
CG:  “The Devil Riddle” graphic 
 

An angel of God until I rebelled 
From my heavenly dwelling forever expelled. 
My first earthly target was Adam and Eve 
I appeared as a snake to lie and deceive. 
Now like a lion I look to devour 
To lure and to tempt and to show off my power. 

 
Who do you think this riddle is talking about? (Take answer.) You got it—it’s the devil! Did you know that 
the devil was once an angel of God? It’s true! But the devil wanted to be as great as God and rule the 
universe, so he rebelled against God. Do you think the devil won? (Kids respond.) No way—not a chance! 
God tossed the devil out of heaven, but that doesn’t mean he’s finished causing trouble. The Bible says 
the devil is like a roaring lion who prowls around the earth looking for people to devour. Instead of using 
teeth, though, the devil uses temptation to grab ahold of people and drag them away from God and into 
sin. 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: RIDDLE #1 
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #1” 
 
(Leaders Note: The following is the video script for the “Riddle Rangers” video.) 
 
Zack: Riddle Rangers to base—this is Zack transmitting from the Dunes of Damascus. Riddle Rangers to 
base—we need your help and we need it fast! Jada and I have been working day and night trying to 
figure out the riddles inside of this tomb, but it’s hard to concentrate with all of this beeping. Do you 
remember the GPS tracker that we put on the grave robbers? Every time they move, our tracking system 
starts beeping. And lately it’s been beeping a hole in my head—they’re headed somewhere in a hurry! I 
don’t think they know where we are just yet, but they’re getting closer every minute.  
 
We’ve gotta get out of here before it’s too late, but we don’t want to leave before we solve the riddles on 
the sarcophagi and get the last pieces to the stone disc. You see—every time we solve a pair of riddles, 
the lid to one of these coffins opens up and reveals a piece of stone disc with part of a message on it. We 
have half of the disc so far, but we need your help getting the other half. I’m sending you another riddle 
right now. See what you can do with it and send it back ASAP. And thanks—you kids are life savers! This 
is Zack, over and out. 
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Instruct the kids to turn to their small groups. Have the leaders give each kid a copy of 
Riddle #1 (See LG Resource Folder) along with a pen or pencil. Remind kids to refrain 
from shouting the answer out so that other kids can solve it on their own. When it 
appears like most of the kids have solved the riddle, draw their attention back to the 
teaching area and ask for the answer. Note: there are separate, age-appropriate 
versions of each riddle for both younger and older kids. Although the versions are 
different, the answers are the same.  

 
That’s it—you solved it! I’ll upload the answer to the Zack and Jada right now (pretend to be typing 
answer onto laptop or tablet). The riddle says, “Stand up to the devil.” (Finish typing.) There—I sent it. 
Let’s see what Zack and Jada think of the answer. 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: RIDDLE #2 
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #2” 
 
Jada: Riddle Rangers to base—this is Jada. BAM—you got it! The riddle says, “Stand up to the devil.” I 
think that’s a reference to something Paul said in the Book of Ephesians, chapter 6. Professor Covington 
told us that Paul was warning the church in Ephesus to be ready for battle, but not against people! The 
real fight was going to be against the devil and his spiritual forces of evil. Paul knew that the devil was 
going to attack the church with temptation. Temptation is like that little voice in your head that says to do 
things you know are wrong. But Paul knew that Jesus had already beat the devil. And with the help of 
Jesus, they could beat the devil too! That’s why he told the people to stand up to the devil and his tricks.  
 
(Beeping SFX.) Oh boy—there it goes again! (Tracking system display appears on screen.) Our GPS 
tracking system has detected some movement. So far, the grave robbers have been wandering every 
which way through the desert, but now it looks like they’re headed straight for us. This could be bad! 
We’ve gotta keep solving these riddles before it’s too late. I’m sending the next one right now. Take a 
crack at it and send it back when you solve it. Thanks! You kids rock! This is Jada—over and out! 
 

Instruct the kids to turn again to their small groups. Have the leaders give each kid a copy 
of Riddle #2. (See LG Resource Folder.) When it appears like most of the kids have 
solved the riddle, draw their attention back to the teaching area and ask them for the 
answer. 

 
Nice work—you nailed it! (Pretend to be typing answer onto laptop or tablet.) It says, “Put on the full 
armor of God.” Let’s send the answer back to Zack and Jada. I bet they’ll know what to make of it.  
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: CONCLUSION  
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #3” 
 
Zack: Riddle Rangers to base—this is Zack again. Nice work! The riddle says, “Put on the full armor of 
God.” I recognize that phrase. It’s also from Ephesians Chapter 6. I’m scanning my Bible app right now. 
(Scanning SFX.) There it is! It says, “Therefore put on the full armor of God…Stand firm then, with the belt 
of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted 
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Whoa—that sounds like some serious armor! Of course, 
the armor of God isn’t something that you actually wear on your body. It’s something you wear on your 
heart. It was Paul’s way of saying, “prepare your heart to battle against temptation.” 
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(SFX of sarcophagus opening.) Hang on dudes—here we go again! The lid to the 3rd sarcophagus is 
opening. I knew it! The third piece to the stone disc is inside. We can almost see the whole thing, but 
there’s still a missing piece. Oh man—you have to come back next week. We need your help solving the 
last set of riddles so we can get outta here before the grave robbers get their hands on us! Until then—
this is Zack, signing off! 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Riddle Rangers video, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or 
neighbors and discuss the following questions: For Younger Kids: Which pieces of 
God’s armor do you remember? Why do you think we need the armor of God? For 
Older Kids: Which pieces of God’s armor do you remember? Why do you think we 
need protection against the devil’s tricks and temptations? After a few minutes, draw 
their attention back to the teaching area. 
 

CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
 
THE BATTLE BEGINS 
Wow! Did you realize that you are part of a battle every single day? It’s not a battle against people, it’s a 
battle against the devil and his temptation. You see, the devil hates it when people love God and follow 
His rules, so he attacks us with temptation. He tries to get us to sin. And if you’re not wearing the armor of 
God, it’s hard to defend yourself. Let me show you what I’m talking about. 
 

Choose a kid to join you in the teaching area. When indicated, use a Nerf® Blaster to 
shoot darts at the kid. For safety, be sure to shoot at their body instead of their head. As 
an alternative, you could throw ping pong balls. Ahead of time, create the different pieces 
to the armor of God as indicated in the “Set-up Instructions.” Apply the pieces when 
specified below. 

 
When the devil attacks you with temptation, it’s like he whispers things in your mind. He tells you to 
disobey your parents. (Shoot a Nerf® dart at the kid.) He tells you to be selfish. (Shoot another dart.) He 
tells you to lie, and cheat, and steal. (Shoot 3 more darts in rapid succession.) And if you don’t have 
anything to protect yourself, then all of his temptations hit their target and it’s hard to resist. Slowly but 
surely, you give in to the temptation and you sin against God. But that doesn’t have to happen. The Bible 
tells us about something that can protect us against the devil’s temptation. It’s our Bible verse for today. 
Let’s take a look at it together. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Ephesians 6:11. Be prepared to 
give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to read it 
aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.)  
 
CG:  “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes.” Ephesians 6:11 (NIV) 
 
PUT ON THE ARMOR 
When we put on the full armor of God, we can stand up to the devil and his temptation. Ephesians 6 tells 
us what the different pieces to the armor are. There’s the Belt of Truth. (Put the belt on the kid.) That 
means we know Jesus and believe that He shows us the Truth. There’s the Breastplate of 
Righteousness. (Put the breastplate on.) That means we believe that Jesus has forgiven us and made us 
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“right” by washing our wrongs away. There’s the Shoes of the Gospel of Peace. (Put the shoes on.) That 
means we’re filled with peace because we think about the good news of Jesus. There’s the Shield of 
Faith. (Hand the shield to the kid.) That means we trust that Jesus loves us and protects us from the 
devil. There’s the Helmet of Salvation. (Put the helmet on.) That means we know that we belong to Jesus 
and that we’ll live with Him one day in Heaven. And finally, there’s the Sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God. (Hand the sword to the kid.) That means we know and do what the Bible says. 
 
When you put on the full armor of God, look what happens when the devil attacks you with temptation. 
(Shoot a series of darts at the kid. Allow the kid to block the shots with their shield and other pieces of 
armor.) The armor of God gives you the ability to stand up to the devil and resist his temptation. (Thank 
kid. Remove the armor and dismiss to the audience.) 
 
(Sit or kneel near kids.) Thanks to God, we’re not powerless against the devil’s temptation. Whenever you 
hear the devil whispering for you to do something wrong, don’t give in! Instead, put on the armor of God 
and battle against the temptation. If you put your faith in Jesus and arm yourself with God’s Word, there is 
no temptation too big for you to battle! 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond 
Stations will be available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them 
they are free to respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them, but if they 
need suggestions, some of the stations will give them ideas for how to pray, write, or 
draw. Give each child one “GO! Home” sheet and instruct them to take it with them to the 
stations. Place small group leaders at the different stations to quietly help the kids. The 
stations listed below are just the ones that have prompts that are specific to today’s 
lesson. For more instructions on how the Reflect and Respond Stations work as well as a 
full list of possible stations, see the “GO! Guide.” 

 
CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 
 

 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer to God. Ask Him to help you stand up to the devil and resist his 
temptations. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Sometimes the devil likes to attack you with the same temptations over and 
over. What are you tempted to do wrong most often? Tell God about it in a letter. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Ephesians 6:10–17. Draw a picture of the story or write to 
God what your favorite part of that story was. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: What do you think you would look like if you could actually wear the armor of God? 
Draw a picture of it. 
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 What you need:        Amount: Note: 
Riddle printout #1 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 paper and 

cut in half. Note: each riddle has a version for 
older kids and a version for younger kids. Be sure 
to print out the right version for the right kids.  

Riddle printout #2 1 per kid Same as above. 
Pens or pencils 1 per kid  
Laptop, smartphone, or tablet 1 Used as a prop to send messages to the Riddle 

Rangers 
Nerf® Blaster with darts 1 You’ll need about 10 darts. As a substitution, you 

can throw ping pong balls. 
Armor of God 1 set See the “Set-up Instructions” for ideas on how to 

create the various pieces. 
Upbeat walk-in music  This unit’s music recommendation: “The Ritual” by 

Jason Graves. Available for purchase through 
iTunes or Amazon. 

GO! Media (graphics, sound, and 
video) 

 See Resource Folder. Download ahead of time 
and place in media presentation software such as 
PowerPoint, Media Shout, or ProPresenter.  

Worship tracks 2–4 Choose from the Worship songs that your ministry 
enjoys singing and simply drop them into your 
media presentation software along with the GO! 
media. 

Reflect and Respond Station 
materials 

 Choose which of the stations you would like to 
include for this week and gather the appropriate 
materials. See the “GO! Guide” for more 
instructions. 

GO! Home guide 1 per kid See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 8½ x 
11 paper. 

 


