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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on 
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: 

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 33 • Session 4
A Firm Foundation

Unit 33 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Jesus promised that one day He would come back for those who love Him. 
Some people were confused about Jesus’ promise. Paul wrote a letter to help 
them understand the truth. Paul said, “Jesus died and came back to life. When 
Christians die, Jesus takes them to be with Him. When Jesus comes back, He will 
bring with Him the Christians who died. We will all be with Jesus forever! Do not 
worry about when Jesus comes back, but be ready. We do not know when Jesus 
will come back, so we should tell people about Him all the time!”

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jesus promised He would come back.
 *Paul helped believers understand Jesus’ return.
 *Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back.

Paul Gave Hope

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians

STORY POINT: The Bible is God’s Word.

KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Believers live with 
hope because Jesus will come again.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
1 Thessalonians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a 
soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. The Bible says that Jesus promised He 

would come back, and Jesus always keeps His promises. Paul said to be 
ready for Jesus to come back. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together.” As you sing, press your palms 
together and open them to resemble opening a Bible.

“ The Bible is God’s Word, it’s God’s Word, it’s God’s Word! 
The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true.” [On true, place both 
hands over your heart.]

SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. The Bible says believers live with hope 
because Jesus will come again!

Hide the toy
Place a small toy on the floor in front of a baby and cover the toy with a blanket. 
After a few seconds, lift the blanket to display the toy. Play with each baby, and 
then talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus promised He would come back. Some believers were confused. Paul 

helped believers understand Jesus’ return. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Look at clocks
Provide lightweight clocks for babies to examine. Make sure there are no small 
parts that they could swallow. Explain that clocks help us keep track of time. 
Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus promised He would come back, but we do not know when. Paul 

said to be ready for Jesus to come back. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the story point, gospel gems, 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. 
Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 
1 Thessalonians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the 
story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Paint with watercolors
Write the word HOPE with white crayon on white paper for each toddler. 
Provide smocks, cups of water, and watercolor paint for toddlers to paint over the 
writing. Tell the Bible story as they paint. Set aside the art to dry.
SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. The Bible says Jesus promised He would 

come back. Believers live with hope because Jesus will come again. Hope 
means we trust God’s words are true.

Play with communication tools
Provide toy phones, postcards, toy computers, walkie-talkies, microphones, or any 
other communication toys available for toddlers to explore. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back. 

Believers get ready for Jesus by telling other people about Him.

Play out getting ready
Invite toddlers to use home-living items to play out getting ready for a special 
guest. Prepare a meal; set a table. Dress-up in fancy clothes. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Paul helped believers understand Jesus’ return. Paul said to be ready for 

Jesus to come back. Believers get ready for Jesus by telling others about 
Jesus. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Test how long 15 seconds lasts
Invite toddlers to lie down and close their eyes. Explain that you will silently 
count to 15 seconds. When toddlers think 15 seconds have passed, they may sit 
up. Use a timer to see if toddlers sit up early or late. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus promised He would come back, but we do not know when. Believers 

live with hope because Jesus will come again. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12a
STORY POINT: The Bible is God’s Word.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Believers live with hope because Jesus will come again.

Transition activity: Make window art
Use a washable dry erase marker to write HOPE in large letters on a window at 
toddler’s height. Encourage toddlers to decorate the window with other washable 
dry erase markers, stickers, and taped heart-shaped cutouts. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus promised He would come back, and Jesus always keeps His promises. 

Some believers were confused about Jesus’ promise. Paul helped believers 
understand Jesus’ return. Believers live with hope because Jesus will come 
again, and we will be with Him forever! THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Sing about Jesus
Invite toddlers to play rhythm instruments as you sing “Jesus Is the Sweetest Name 
I Know” and “No Other Name.” If you are unfamiliar with the songs, look them up 
online before the session. Then read the key passage card. Tell the Bible story.
SAY • THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD. The Bible says Jesus is the only One who saves 

us, and Jesus promised He would come back so we can be with Him.

Play “Duck, Duck, Goose”
Invite toddlers to sit in a circle. Explain how to play “Duck, Duck, Goose.” During 
game-play, it is OK if other toddlers jump up to run too as long as everyone returns 
to a seat. After a few rounds, tell the Bible story.
SAY • You had to go and come back. Jesus promised He would come back. Paul 

said to be ready for Jesus to come back. THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Session 4: Paul Gave Hope
 ❏ blanket
 ❏ lightweight clocks
 ❏ cups of water
 ❏ watercolor paints
 ❏ communication toys (phones, postcards, toy 
computers, walkie-talkies, microphones)

 ❏ home-living items (toy food, dishes, dress-up 
clothes)

 ❏ timer
 ❏ washable dry erase markers
 ❏ stickers
 ❏ heart-shaped cutouts
 ❏ rhythm instruments

Volume 11: Supply List (Babies & Toddlers)




