
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 33 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 162

Unit 33 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
1–2 Thessalonians

STORY POINT:  
Believers have hope because 

Jesus will come again.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible 
is about God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

Paul Gave Hope
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LEADER Bible Study
Consider how your life would change if you could know the future—if 
you could accurately predict the weather or outcomes of baseball games. 
If you could know how your life is going to turn out, would you live 
today differently? In the bigger picture of God’s plan for the world, we do 
know the future. God reveals the outcome of His plan for humanity in 
His Word. 

In the Book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul wrote about the future to encourage 
believers facing persecution. Their hope as believers then is the same as 
our hope as believers today. We look forward to a final resurrection, the 
return of Jesus, and the judgment of the world.

Around AD 50, the city of Thessalonica was filled with those who 
worshiped idols, Greek and Roman gods, and even the Roman 
emperor himself. So when Paul started a church there, he quickly faced 
persecution and was forced to flee the city. Even though he could not 
return, Paul still loved the young church and was concerned for them, so 
he sent Timothy to check on the believers.

Timothy reported back with good news—though the church was 
suffering from persecution, they were holding tightly to their faith. They 
did have some misunderstandings about Christianity, especially the 
return of Jesus, but they were working hard for the Lord. Paul wrote a 
letter to encourage the believers and to clear up misunderstandings about 
the future and what happens when Christians die.

Perhaps Paul’s greatest message was about the return of Jesus. On that 
day, Paul said, believers will be freed from their sufferings. On the Day of 
the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. That’s a 
promise we can still claim today.

Paul’s letter gave believers hope. The hope we find in the Bible is stronger 
than just wanting something to happen; biblical hope is expecting with 
confidence because we know God is faithful and true.
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The BIBLE Story

Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians

Paul had traveled to the city of Thessalonica (THESS uh lon 
IGH kuh). The people there worshiped idols, things that were not 
God. Some of them even worshiped the leader of Rome. Paul told 

the people about Jesus, and many of them believed. Paul 
started the church in Thessalonica, but not 

everyone liked Paul or his teaching 
about Jesus. They made him leave 

the city.
Paul worried about the 

believers in Thessalonica. 
They had not been believers 
for very long. So Paul sent 
his friend Timothy to visit 
them. Timothy brought back 
happy news. Even though 
following Jesus was not easy, 
the believers did not give up.

Paul wrote a letter to 
encourage the believers. He 

told them that Jesus will come 
back someday. On that day, 

believers will not suffer any more. 
This message gave the believers hope.
Paul wrote, “To the church in 

Thessalonica. We want you to know what is 
true. We believe that Jesus died and rose again.” Paul 

said that believers who die before Jesus comes back will not miss out. 
When Christians die, Jesus takes them to be with Him. When Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use the timeline: 
Point out some of 
the Old Testament 
prophets on the 
timeline as you say 
the Christ Connection. 
Consider showing 
preschoolers where 
those prophets are 
located in a Bible. 
Possible prophets to 
point out are Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Habakkuk, 
Ezekiel (Volume 5), 
Daniel, Obadiah, 
Zechariah, or Malachi 
(Volume 6).

• Pantomime the 
story: Ask two men 
or teenage boys to 
pantomime the Bible 
story as you tell it. 
Encourage Paul to 
pretend to preach, 
then walk away as if 
leaving the city, and 
looking back worried. 
Paul goes to Timothy 
and sends him to 
the area he was 
preaching in earlier. 
Timothy goes, looks 
around, and comes 
back to Paul looking 
happy. Paul then sits 
and begins to write 
a letter. 
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Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians

Paul had traveled to the city of Thessalonica (THESS uh lon 
IGH kuh). The people there worshiped idols, things that were not 
God. Some of them even worshiped the leader of Rome. Paul told 

the people about Jesus, and many of them believed. Paul 
started the church in Thessalonica, but not 

everyone liked Paul or his teaching 
about Jesus. They made him leave 

the city.
Paul worried about the 

believers in Thessalonica. 
They had not been believers 
for very long. So Paul sent 
his friend Timothy to visit 
them. Timothy brought back 
happy news. Even though 
following Jesus was not easy, 
the believers did not give up.

Paul wrote a letter to 
encourage the believers. He 

told them that Jesus will come 
back someday. On that day, 

believers will not suffer any more. 
This message gave the believers hope.
Paul wrote, “To the church in 

Thessalonica. We want you to know what is 
true. We believe that Jesus died and rose again.” Paul 

said that believers who die before Jesus comes back will not miss out. 
When Christians die, Jesus takes them to be with Him. When Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use the timeline: 
Point out some of 
the Old Testament 
prophets on the 
timeline as you say 
the Christ Connection. 
Consider showing 
preschoolers where 
those prophets are 
located in a Bible. 
Possible prophets to 
point out are Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Habakkuk, 
Ezekiel (Volume 5), 
Daniel, Obadiah, 
Zechariah, or Malachi 
(Volume 6).

• Pantomime the 
story: Ask two men 
or teenage boys to 
pantomime the Bible 
story as you tell it. 
Encourage Paul to 
pretend to preach, 
then walk away as if 
leaving the city, and 
looking back worried. 
Paul goes to Timothy 
and sends him to 
the area he was 
preaching in earlier. 
Timothy goes, looks 
around, and comes 
back to Paul looking 
happy. Paul then sits 
and begins to write 
a letter. 

comes back, He will bring with Him the Christians who 
died and we will live with Him forever.

Paul wrote, “No one knows when Jesus will come 
again, so we should always be ready.”

Christ Connection: The prophets in the Old Testament told 
about the day when God would judge the world and save His 
people. Paul said that in the future, Jesus will come back for 
His people and judge the wicked. Believers can live with hope 
because Jesus will come again.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Believers have hope because Jesus will come again.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to number each scene with 1, 2, or 3 to 
show what happened first, next, and last in each scene.
SAY • You decided what happens next! Sometimes what we 

expect to happen next, isn’t what really happens. One 
thing we can be sure will happen is that Jesus will 
come back to earth one day. We know this for sure 
because the Bible tells us so. Paul told this good news 
to the believers in Thessalonica in today’s Bible story. 

Stand and sit to show true and false
Make statements. Encourage children to stand up if 
the statement is true and sit down if it is false. Use the 
statements below or create your own. 

• Babies can ride bicycles.
• Candy is sweet.
• Dogs can meow.

• “The Gospel Is for 
Everyone” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Happens 
Next?” activity page, 
1 per child

• crayons or markers
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• Carrots are good for you.
• Spiders have 5 legs.
• Apples grow on trees.
• It is snowing outside today.
• Buses hold many people.

Include statements specific to your group, such as “Aiysha 
is wearing a pink dress.” or “Khalid has curly hair.” Discuss 
any statements that might be confusing to children.
SAY • If something is true, it is correct or right. If 

something is false, it is incorrect or wrong. In today’s 
Bible story, Paul wrote a letter to the believers in 
Thessalonica. He wanted them to know what is true.

Build a tall tower
Set out wooden blocks, cardboard blocks, or interlocking 
blocks. Guide children to work together to build a tower 
using all the blocks. When the tower falls down, encourage 
preschoolers not to give up and keep building. 
SAY • You worked together! Building a tower with all the 

blocks was not easy to do, but you did not give up. 
In today’s Bible story, we will hear about the believers 
in Thessalonica. Following Jesus was not easy for 
them, but they did not give up. Listen to the Bible 
story to hear how Paul encouraged these believers. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Encourage children to pretend they are sad and to walk as if 
they are sad as they move to Bible study. Comment that the 
people in today’s Bible story were sad and confused.

• various blocks

Tip: Make sure 
children stay clear 
of falling blocks. 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Believers have hope because Jesus will come again.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Thessalonians in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true! 

Today’s Bible story comes from the New Testament 
books called 1 and 2 Thessalonians. These are two 
more letters that Paul wrote to churches. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Following Jesus was hard, but the believers in 

Thessalonica did not give up. Paul wrote his letter 
to encourage the believers there. Paul told them that 
Jesus will come back someday. On that day, believers 
will not suffer any more. No one knows when Jesus 
will come again, so we should always be ready. 
Believers have hope because Jesus will come again, 
and we will live with Him forever. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Paul Gave Hope” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Acts 4:12. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Say the key passage together with motions. 
Encourage children to say the key passage from memory.
SAY • We know that Jesus is the only one who can save us 

from sin. Even when life is hard, we can have hope 
knowing we will live with Jesus forever. 

Sing the key passage song, “Salvation in No One Else,” and 
the theme song, “The Gospel Is for Everyone.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, What is the Bible 

about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save 
people through Jesus. In the Old Testament part 
of the Bible, the prophets told about the day when 
God would judge the world and save His people. 
Paul’s letters to the Thessalonian believers are in the 
New Testament part of the Bible. Paul wrote that 
we can live with hope because Jesus is coming again. 
Anytime we are afraid or discouraged, we can go to 
the Bible and find hope. 

Missions moment
 SAY • Missionaries teach people to have hope 

because Jesus will come again. That is the reason to 
keep spreading the gospel! Let’s learn a few more 
things about missionary William Carey, who taught 
people that Jesus is coming back.

Display the photo for children to see. Read the facts aloud.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Salvation in No One 

Else (Acts 4:12)” song
• “The Gospel Is for 

Everyone” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “William Carey Facts” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Believers have hope because Jesus will come again.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 

plan to save people through Jesus.

Dance and freeze 
Play music and encourage children to dance until the music 
stops. When the music stops, they must freeze. Vary the 
time between stopping and starting the music.
SAY • You didn’t know when the music would stop, so you 

always had to be ready to freeze. Paul wrote, “No 
one knows when Jesus will come again, so we should 
always be ready.” Believers have hope because Jesus 
will come again. 

Make a card of hope
Show preschoolers how to fold construction paper in half 
to create a card. Guide children to draw pictures, add 
stickers, or glue pictures of people who look happy on their 
cards. Ask children what they would say to someone who 
is sad, scared, or lonely. Transcribe their messages inside 
their cards. Help children remember a Bible truth or key 
passage they have learned that you could write on the card 
for them. Suggest children think of people that they could 
give their cards to. Collect the cards to deliver for children 
after the session or show parents the card their child made 
at pick-up. Consider sending a reminder during the week 
encouraging families to deliver the cards. 
SAY • Sometimes hard things happen like people being 

• “The Gospel Is for 
Everyone” song  
(optional)

• “Salvation in No One 
Else (Acts 4:12)” song 
(optional)

• construction paper
• crayons or markers
• stickers or pictures 

to glue
• glue stick (optional)
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sick or hurt, or even dying. We may feel sad, lonely, 
scared. When we feel that way, we can remember that 
Jesus promised to come back and have hope. When 
Jesus comes back, believers will not suffer any more. 
Paul reminded believers in Thessalonica of this truth. 
Believers have hope because Jesus will come again.

Look for pictures that show hope
Write the word hope on the backs of several sticky notes 
for each child. Give each child several sticky notes. Help 
them write their names or initials on the front of their 
sticky notes. Set out a variety of books, including illustrated 
Bibles, Bible storybooks, as well as regular books. Encourage 
preschoolers to look through books and find pictures that 
illustrate how God keeps His promises. Direct them to put 
their sticky notes on a picture when they find it. Guide 
children to take turns showing one another the pictures that 
they marked. 
SAY • We hope about many things, but the hope we have 

that Jesus will return is sure because Jesus always 
keeps His promises. When life is hard and things are 
not going our way, we can remember that this life is 
not all there is. The prophets in the Old Testament 
told about the day when God would judge the world 
and save His people. Jesus will come back for His 
people. Believers have hope because Jesus will 
come again.

Play with play dough
Give each child a “Paul’s Second Journey Map” and a ball 
of play dough. Help children find cities that begin with 
different letters. Point out Thessalonica. Guide the children 

• sticky notes
• markers or crayons
• books (illustrated 

Bibles, Bible 
storybooks, regular 
books)

• “Paul’s Second 
Journey Map” 
printable, 1 per child

• play dough
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to make tiny buildings for the towns they find. Suggest 
that they also make tiny boats to put in the water. Other 
children may want to roll their play dough into snake-like 
shapes and form the letters that spell Jesus with the snakes.
SAY • Paul traveled from city to city telling the good 

news about Jesus. Paul knew following Jesus was 
hard for the believers in Thessalonica. He wanted 
to encourage them, so he wrote them a letter 
reminding them to have hope. The prophets in the 
Old Testament told about the day when God would 
judge the world and save His people. Paul said that 
in the future, Jesus will come back for His people. 
Believers have hope because Jesus will come again. 

Look at pictures of India
Display the “India” photos around the room. Invite 

preschoolers to walk around and look at the pictures of 
India. Ask preschoolers what they think is happening in the 
photos. Ask them to describe the colors they see. 
SAY • India is a very different place today than it was when 

missionary William Carey lived there, but there are 
still many people there who have never heard of 
Jesus. Let’s pray that more and more people will hear 
about Jesus. Let’s pray they will be able to read the 
Bible in their own language and hear about God’s 
plan to save people through Jesus. What is the 
Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save 
people through Jesus.

• “India” printable
• tape
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve a cookie, a spoonful of frosting, and 8 to 10 
candy-coated chocolate pieces to each child. Encourage 
children to frost the cookie and use the candy to make a 
hopeful face. Comment that Paul reminded the believers in 
Thessalonica that Jesus died and rose again. He told them 
that believers have hope because Jesus will come again. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who did Paul send to visit the believers in 
Thessalonica? (Timothy)

2. Following Jesus was not easy for the Thessalonian 
believers. Did they give up? (no) 

3. Who did Paul say would come back someday? (Jesus)
4. Did Paul tell the people when Jesus would come 

again? (No. No one knows when Jesus will come again. 
We should be ready.) 

5. What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s 
plan to save people through Jesus.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• cookies (optional) 
• frosting (optional) 
• plastic spoons 

(optional) 
• candy-coated 

chocolate pieces 
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Salvation in No One 

Else (Acts 4:12)” 
song

• “The Gospel Is for 
Everyone” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Session 3: No Other Gospel
 ❏ Printables: “Places of Worship” and “Paul’s Second 
Journey Map” 

 ❏ Small Group Timeline (optional)
 ❏ bell
 ❏ maracas, 2 or 3
 ❏ Bible storybook

 ❏ yarn
 ❏ alphabet beads
 ❏ pony beads
 ❏ index cards
 ❏ alphabet cereal or cookies (optional)

Session 4: Paul Gave Hope
 ❏ Printables: “William Carey Facts,” “India,” and 
“Paul’s Second Journey Map,” 1 per child printable

 ❏ various blocks
 ❏ construction paper
 ❏ stickers or pictures to glue
 ❏ glue stick (optional)
 ❏ books (illustrated Bibles, Bible storybooks, regular 
books)

 ❏ sticky notes
 ❏ play dough
 ❏ tape
 ❏ cookies (optional) 
 ❏ frosting (optional) 
 ❏ plastic spoons (optional) 
 ❏ candy-coated chocolate pieces (optional)

Volume 11: Supply List (Preschool)




